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University to permit 
Opposile-sex housing 


By NANCY CHEN 
For The News-Letter 


This year, for the first 
time in the University’s 
history, students signing 
up for on-campus housing 
will be able to choose to 
register in gender inclusive 
units. 

This option will be 
available for all students 
living in on-campus hous- 
ing next year, including in- 
coming freshmen, current 
freshmen and upperclass- 
men. 

The policy shift reflects 
a step the University is tak- 
ing to make its housing en- 
vironment more comfort- 
able for students. 

“Inclusive housing helps 
Residential Life fulfill their 
mission of providing safe 
and inclusive housing that 
supports the needs of Hop- 
kins ‘students,” Demere 
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Director of LG- 
BIQ Life, wrote in an email 
to The News-Letter. “This 
has the potential to espe- 
cially impact the lives of 


Woolway, 


transgender students, who | 


are sometimes housed ina | & 


way that does not respect 


their gender identity. With | 


gender inclusive hous- 
ing, trans students can be 
housed in a way that sup- 
ports their identity.” 
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Gender inclusive hous- | 


ing will be an option and 


will not be required. Units | 
will not be located on a | 


specific building, floor or 
wing. The rooms will be 


identified as gender inclu- | 


sive only after the room se- | 


lection process. 

Currently, the Depart- | 
ment of Housing and Din- | 
ing Services allows group | 
housing in McCoy Hall | 


with mixed genders havea Be 


See DORMS, pace A4 


Dorms will house gender-inclusive units to accommodate different needs. 


“The Wolf of Phi Psi” video has over 160,000 views on Vimeo.com. 


By ELIZABETH ARENZ 
For The News-Letter 


On Feb. 8, the brothers 


| of the Hopkins chapter of 


Phi Kappa Psi fraternity 
posted a parody of The 
Wolf of Wall Street trailer 
on Vimeo.com, a video shar- 
ing website. Within hours, 
it had been picked up by 
other sites, such as Total- 
FratMove.com, where it was 
proclaimed to be “so damn 
good” and given “two 
thumbs way up.” 

Since then, it has gone 


] | viral, reportedly making it 
| across the Atlantic to view- 


ers in Europe. Senior Holly 


Clarke, who was featured | 


as an actress in the spoof, 
confirmed its far-reaching 


| popularity. 


Board justifies President's salary 


By EMILY HERMAN 
Staff Writer 
President Ronald J. 


Daniels was listed as the 
30th highest-paid _ pri- 
vate college president on 
The Chronicle of Higher 
Education’s annual list 
of executive compensa- 
tion at private colleges. 
The list of 2011 executive 
compensations was pub- 
lished in December just 
before the Board of Trust- 
ees voted to extend Dan- 
iels’ contract until 2019. 

Daniels, who made 
$1,184,535 in 2011, was 
the seventh highest-paid 
private college __presi- 
dent among institutions 
deemed similar based on 
statistics such as degrees 


— 


offered, total expendi- 
‘tures and endowment size. 

“One of the things that 
goes into the thought pro- 
cess [in deciding a uni- 
versity president's sal- 
ary] is the complexity of 
the institution, and Johns 


Hopkins is enormously 
complex,” Chairman of 
the Hopkins Board of 


Trustees Jeff Aronson said. 

Daniels’ salary was 
determined by the Board 
of Trustees’ Compensa- 
tion Committee, which 
Aronson chairs. After the 
committee deliberates, 
they present their deci- 
sions to the full board. 

“We look at a..variety 
of factors, [including] the 
competitive landscape 
and how [Daniels] is ful- 


filling the mission of the 
university,” Aronson said. 

University of Chicago 
President Robert. Zim- 
mer was the highest paid 
university president on 
The Chronicle’s list over- 
all and within the sub- 
group of — institutions 
The Chronicle deemed as 
“similar” to Hopkins, 
earning $3,358,723 in to- 
tal compensation in 2011. 
University of Pennsylva- 
nia President Amy Gut- 
mann was second on both 
lists, earning $2,091,764. 

Compared to George- 


town President John 
DeGioia and Cornell 
President David Skor- 


ton, who earned $875,317 
and $865,331, Daniels 
See SALARY, pace AS 


Phi Pst video draws 


“Even my cousins who 
live in England saw it,” she 
said. 

The short film was an 
idea conceived by senior 
Michael Nakan, a former 
president of the Univer- 
sity’s Maryland Alpha 
Chapter of Phi Psi. Nakan 
also filmed, produced and 


COURTESY OF MICHAEL NAKAN 
A Phi Psi brother impersonates Leonardo DiCaprio in the parody. 


FEBRUARY 13, 2014 


ire from University 


edited the work. The script, 
however, was written in 
collaboration with  sev- 
eral others. The fraternity 
brothers who created the 
film began filming over 
the University’s Interses- 
sion period. Within weeks, 
the had 
the complete 


crew produced 


project. 


Some viewers have re- 
acted positively, includ- 
ing those at Hopkins who 
are happy to add another 
dimension to the school’s 
academic reputation. 

“I was impressed by the 
cinematography of the vid- 
eo and by [its] popularity; 

See PHI PSI, pace A4 


Model UN Conference sees record turnout 


By MARC MOUTINHO 
Staff Writer 


Between Thursday and 
Sunday, the Johns Hop- 
kins Model United Nations 
Conference (JHUMUNC) 
hosted a total of 1,680 high 
school students from all 
over the world at the Hil- 
ton Baltimore, making 
JHUMUNC XVII the larg- 
est conference in the his- 
tory of the undergraduate 
organization. 

Model United Nations 
(MUN) is an increasingly 
popular extracurricular ac- 
tivity for many high school 
students across the nation. 
Several universities play 
host to the largest confer- 
ences, where students sim- 
ulate political organiza- 
tions, roleplay as members 
of those organizations and 
engage in debate to resolve 
their simulated challenges. 

As its name would sug- 
gest, the organizations 
most commonly simulated 
at MUN conferences are 
United Nations organs. 
Traditionally, students par- 
ticipating in MUN would 
role-play as the delegate 
of one country or another 
to bodies such as the UN 


INSIDE 


Security Council or one of 
the many General Assem- 
bly committees. 

However, the MUN 
community has since ex- 
panded its focus out from 
the UN and now includes 
events such as the more 
fast-paced’ ‘crisis’ simula- 
tions, in which students 
role-play the individual 


"We are in ee 
top five largest 


conferences in 


the U.S. 


— Secretary-General 


Kithmina Hewage 


cabinet ministers of a gov- 
ernment as opposed to the 
UN ambassador of a coun- 
try. 

Much like the broader 
activity of MUN, JHU- 
MUNC grew up from 
humble origins. On the 
Wednesday prior to the 
conference, Secretary- 
General Kithmina Hewage 
discussed the development 
of JHUMUNC and his ex- 


x 


pectations for its 17th con- 
ference. 

“JHUMUNC started 17 
years ago. It was a small 
conference that was held 
in the Bloomberg build- 
ing,” Hewage-said. “We 
had around 50 or 60 stu- 
dents.” 

He pinpointed 2011 as 
a key year of transforma- 
tion for JHUMUNC, when 
the group changed its 
venue to the Renaissance 
Hotel by the Inner Har- 
bor and gained greater 
national prestige as a con- 
ference. 

“During my freshman 
year, the Secretaries-Gen- 
eral did an immense regis- 
tration drive; they invited 
almost all the high schools 
in the U.S.,” Hewage said. 
“After so many schools 
came in we established a 
good reputation.” 

“We are in the top five 
largest conferences in the 
U.S.” Hewage said. “We 
are ranked as one of the 
top-tier high school con- 
ferences by BestDelegate. 
com.” 

In addition to overall at- 
tendance, Hewage stressed 
that other key features of 

See JHUMUNC, pace A5 
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By SARI AMIEL 
Staff Writer 


On Monday, the Hop- 
kins chapter of Global 
China Connection (GCC) 
hosted SAIS Professor Da- 
vid M. Lampton, an expert 
on U.S.-China relations, to 
discuss his recent book, 
Following the Leader: Ruling 
China, from Deng Xiaoping 
to Xi Jinping. 

Joel 
sor of 


Andreas, a profes- 
East Asian Stud- 
ies, began by introducing 
Lampton. Lampton, the 
former dean of faculty at 
SAIS, is now the director 
of China Studies at SAIS. 


He was the president of 


the National Committee on 
U.S.-China Relations from 
1988 to 1997. Lampton has 
also written other books, 


including The Three Faces of 


Chinese Power: Might, Mon- 


ey, and Minds, along with 
scholarly articles in a num- 
ber of publications. 

GCC members, 
Hopkins — students 
members of the 


other 
and 
commu- 
nity came to hear Lampton 
speak. GCC is a non-profit 
international network, and 
the Hopkins chapter was 
founded in 2010. The Hop- 
kins chapter has about 15 
members who are active in 
the club’s committees and 
has a list of other students 
that it invites to its events. 
“The main focus [of 
GCC] is to build connec- 
tions between the U.S. 
and China,” sophomore 
Naomi Bouchard-Gordon, 
co-head of public relations, 
said. “There's lots of people 
in the club who are either 
from China or have family 
in China.” 
Over the past 40 years, 


Bon Appetit rolls in 
changes to dining 


By NATHAN BICK 
Staff Writer 


Bon Appétit Manage- 
ment Company, the dining 
provider for Hopkins, has 
made significant changes 
to some of the University’s 
major dining options, spe- 
cifically the Fresh Food 
Café (FFC), Nolan’s on 33rd 
and Charles Street Market 
(Char Mar) for the new se- 
mester. 

Char Mar, including the 
Stone Mill Bakery, has ex- 
perienced changes both to 
its stock of goods as well as 
its hours of operations. 

Notable product chang- 
es for Char Mar include 
increased 


1af 


experienced much more 
noticeable changes, with 
Bon Appétit analyzing 
student habits as well as 
feedback and requests to 
inform their process. 
“Hopkins Dining and 
Bon Appétit solicit feedback 
from multiple sources: The 
Housing & Dining Advi- 
sory Committee, The Resi- 
dent Advisory Board (RAB), 
Meetings with Members 
of SGA, The RA‘, specific 
dietary needs constituency 
meetings, the annual dining 
survey, comment and sug- 


| growth. 
that the U.S. 


gestions cards in each loca- | 


tion, emails and general en- 


gagement with the students | 
in the dining locations. In | 


addition, 


De rar rey) 


Grab & Go the dining 
options for We constantly add staff share 
students in 3 the immedi- 
a hurry, lo- Dew, products and ate feedback 
cal ice cream ask that students from stu- 
from ~ Her- P dents who 
shey Cream- COntinue to are guests 
ery,agreater provide feedback in the din- 
selection of P eternal: 
gluten-free — Norman We also look 
items, the Z r at __ statisti- 
return of Fri- Zwagil, Resident  ¢al data that 
to-Lay prod-  ]) istrict Manager infers shop- 


ucts and the 
addition of 
Chloe’s_ fro- 
zen treats. 

“We con- 
stantly add new products 
and ask that students con- 
tinue to provide feedback 
so that we can add to the 
product selection,” Nor- 
man Zwagil, resident dis- 
trict manager of Bon Ap- 
pétit, wrote in an e-mail to 
The News-Letter. 

With the intention of 
expanding the Grab & Go 
options to better accommo- 
date the hectic lives of Hop- 
kins students, Bon Appétit 
originally chose to close 
the Deli at 5 p.m. However, 
the Deli now remains open 
until 7 p.m. serving custom 
sandwiches in response to 
negative student reactions. 

Additional options at 
Char Mar are on the way, 
according to Mr. Zwagil, 
including a make-your- 
own waffle station with 
a toppings bar, a hot ce- 
real station with toppings, 
nightly self-served hot 
entrée options and an in- 
fused iced tea and lemon- 
ade station. 

Some students have not 
taken much notice to the 
modifications to Char Mar. 

“The only change that 
I noticed was that row 
or aisle of more college 
friendly snacks,” fresh- 
man Phoebe Roque said. 
“I go there once a week, | 

don’t know.” 
_ Freshman Veronica Rear- 
don, who goes to Char Mar 
multiple times. per week, 
ieee that she has not no- 
ticed many changes. 
Ent like i beds it as fe 
store, teat 
ae ("she said. “I'ma _ 
epee. and like | having 


"Sie ie 
cereal baka ee 


; Commons, Noth % 


of Bon Appetit 


gram at Nolan's, 


° pening 


ping habits, 


hours that 
guests eat 
and over- 


all usage. of 


all parts of the dining pro- | 


gram,” Zwagil wrote. 
An effort has been made 


to tailor the experience to | 
student desires by chang- | 
ing the offerings and the | 


layout of Nolan’s. 

A “Wings Around the 
World” station offering 
sandwiches, wraps,, salads 
and platters was introduced 
along with the “Blue Jay 
Special,” a station which 
will adapt throughout the 
semester based partly on 
ideas submitted by students. 
The “Blue Jay Special” offers 
various homestyle ‘comfort 
food’ meals. Furthermore, 
the Noodles Station will 
now have traditional pas- 
tas twice per week, omelets 
twice and Asian-style noo- 
dles the three remaining 
days. 

“One Bowl,” the popu- 
lar noodle station in Lever- 
ing, will now also be avail- 
able three nights a week at 
Nolan’s. 

The registers have been 
moved to the front of No- 
lan’s with the intention 
of speeding up service by 
reducing the confusion of 
where to pay and where to 
order. 

“This change has re- 
ceived mixed reviews and 
we hope to continue to as- 


_sess and make changes for 


the better of the dining pro- 

‘s," Zwagil 
wrote. “Just so your read- 
ers are aware, you do not 
have to order a meal when 
you walk in to Nolan’s. This 
space is more than a din- 
ing room, it is a living room 
tee hapa Commons and 
en tertainment and 
ie a sh a stu- 


bed ay 
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SAIS Professor, China expert comes to speak al Homewood Campus 


Lampton had been taking 
notes on speeches made by 
various leaders, 
including political figures, 
CEOs of multinational cor- 
porations 


Chinese 


and university 
professors. One chapter of 
his book contains quotes 
from Chinese _ officials 
about stress-related night- 
mares and sleeplessness, a 
common theme in Lamp- 
ton’s transcripts. 

“| was sitting in my of- 
day...1 was just 
to myself, 


after all these years, 


fice one 
wondering 
‘what, 
is in these file drawers,” 
Lampton said. “It’s a ran- 
dom selection, so to speak, 
of leaders across the space 
and time of China.” 

said that 
China’s national power is 
increasing at a steep rate. 
At first, the international 
community did not view 
China as a possible threat, 
but, recently, China’s 
neighbors have increased 
military spending or 
sought closer ties with the 
U.S. in response to China’s 
Lampton believes 
and China 
in a_ technological 
competition; China is re- 
sponding to U.S. military 
developments by creating 
technologies that counter- 


Lampton 


are 


‘act them. 


“The key problem we 
face is that both the US and 
China are using each other 
as their big power plan- 
ning horizon for military 
development,” Lampton 
said. 

Lampton also discussed 
the Third Plenum of the 
18th Party Congress, a 
Communist Party meeting 
in China that outlined eco- 
nomic reforms late last year. 

“If China did do a sub- 
stantial fraction of these 
things, it would prolong 
the period of high-speed 
economic growth for a de- 
cade, or, more, | Lampton 
said. — 

After writing his book, 
Lampton has sympathy for 
Chinese leaders, who gov- 
ern roughly 20 percent of 
the world’s population and 
face both natural and man- 
made challenges. 

“The life of a Chinese 
leader is punctuated by cri- 
ses. . .at frequent and ran- 
dom intervals,” Lampton 
said. “Fatalities run into 
the hundreds of thousands 
when things go wrong in 
China.” 

Additionally, Lampton 
said he would not want 
to be a Chinese leader be- 
cause China has below-av- 
erage per capita resources 
and because Chinese lead- 
ers are responsible for ad- 
dressing policy disputes 
that could not be resolved 
at lower levels of govern- 
ment. 


talked 
China's po- 
litical system has changed 
from the time of Mao Ze- 
dong to the present. Under 
Mao Zedong, China had a 
strong political leader and 
of 
The 


resources, 


Lampton also 


about how 


a homogenous society 
primarily peasants. 

country lacked 
such as income and knowl- 
foday, China’s lead- 
ers are weaker, its society is 
more urban and differenti- 
ated and its resources have 


edge. 


grown. 


talk] was fantastic,” sopho- 
more and GCC-Hopkins 
President Anson Shen 
said. “It’s very insightful. 

che has logic behind all 
his points, and he’s able to 
draw out examples. . .sup- 
porting himself. | spoke to 
him after the talk and he’s 
very approachable.” 

Shen first contacted 
Lampton last year, but 
due to his busy schedule, 
Lampton was unable to 
speak to GCC until last 
Monday. GCC advertised 


opinion about the U.S.-Chi- 
na relationship, but not from 
a Chinese publisher. . J can 
understand what the other 
side is thinking about.” 

Shen had expected the 
turnout for the speech to 
be slightly higher, while 
Bouc hard-Gordon thought 
a decent number of people 
came. 

“It’s always a little bit 
stressful at Hopkins to get 
people to actually show 
up to things,” Bouchard- 

Gordon said. “It was really 


COURTESY OF ERIC CHEN 


SAIS professor David Lampton gave a talk on campus about his most recent book Fo/lowing the Leader. 


“This radical change has 
created a problem within 
the leadership. . .it’s becom- 
ing much more difficult to 
govern China,’ Lampton 
said. “It seems to me that 
the Chinese political sys- 
tem needs to change.” 

Lampton concluded by 
predicting that China’s ma- 
jor challenge will be adjust- 
ing its domestic system of 
government to China’s new, 
globalized society. 

“T think [Lampton’s 


the event online, as well 
as through posters, tabling 
and flyers. Freshman Jerry 
Ji, who is not a member of 
GCC, found out about it on 
Facebook. 
“1 [went] there because. 
I’m from China, and I’m 
pretty interested in how 
the relationship between 
the U.S. and China will be- 
come,” Ji said. “It was very 
informative, and it was actu- 
ally pretty inspiring to some 
extent to listen to someone's 


exciting to have somebody 
as prominent in the field 
as [Lampton] is. When you 
consider that, you wish 
more people would come.” 

GCC generally hosts 
speakers and organizes cul- 
tural events, such as a Chi- 


nese New Year celebration. 


This spring, the Hopkins 
and George Washington 
University GCC chapters 
are planning to host a con- 
ference on environmental 
issues in China. 


Black History Month at Hopkins commences 


By ALEXIS SEARS 
Staff Writer 


With events co-spon- 
sored by a variety of 
student organizations, 
Black History Month at 
Hopkins has gotten un- 
derway. The theme for 
this year’s Black History 
Month celebration, which 
was organized by the 
Hopkins Black History 
Month Committee, is “Be- 
yond Blackness: Local to 
Global.” 

The Hopkins Black 
History Month Commit- 
tee kicked off the festivi- 
ties on Jan. 31 with an 


opening ceremony held in. 


Charles Commons. Sub- 


sequent events included ~ 


the MLK Keynote with 
Marc Lamont Hill held on 
Feb. 5, an open mic com- 
petition entitled “Soul 
Sounds” and “Platanos 
and Collards,” a discus- 
sion about Latina and Af- 
rican American cuisine, 


both held last Saturday. 


The chairs of the Black 


History Month Committee 


are junior Georges Quist, 
senior Chantel Fletcher 
and senior Michelle ‘Lam- 
part. The committee began 


planning the events in Sep- 
tember. To execute their 
plans for the month, the 
committee pooled resourc- 
es from organizations such 
as the Black Student Union, 
the African Students Asso- 
ciation, the Caribbean Cul- 
ture Society, the Dunbar- 
Baldwin-Hughes Theater 
Company and the Men of 
Color Hopkins Alliance 
(MOCHA). 

“The purpose of Black 
History Month is to edu- 
cate Hopkins about black 
history, black culture,” 
Quist said. “For non- 
blacks, it’s a way to under- 
stand what black culture is. 
. to avert stereotypes and 


- generalizations.” 


Soul Sounds, last Sat- 
urday’s open mic compe- 
tition held at Nolan’s on 
33rd, featured singing, rap 
and spoken word poetry. 

Junior Sinmidele Bade- 
ro won first place, a $100 


gift card, for her rendition 


of Corinne Bailey Rae’s 
“Like a Star.” Badero, who 


was a member of her high — 
school choir and a cappel- 


la group, also performed 
in the Dunbar-Baldwin- 
Hughes Theater. Compa- 
ny’s “Cabaret” last year. 


First and second place 
prizes were awarded to 
sophomore Teddy Jack- 
son, who performed an 
original rap, and sopho- 
more Suleiman Abiola, 
who performed an origi- 
nal spoken word poem, 
respectively. 

Candace Brock, lead 
cook at Nolan’s, also took 
the stage last Saturday, 
performing her rendition 
of Lauryn Hill’s “Killing 
Me Softly.” Brock, who has 
been singing since age two 
and playing piano and cel- 
lo since age 12, auditioned 
for the television show 
“The Voice” in Philadel- 
phia in January. 

“It’s important to ae 
where you come from... 
lot of peopte don't aay 
that a lot of the history that 
they teach us is what they 


want us to know. about 


black history,” Brock said. . 


Badero agreed with that ; 


statement. 

“Things get swept un- 
der the carpet and peo- 
ple forget what African 
Americans have had to go 
through, so it’s really im- 


portant that we have Black 


History Month so we can 


‘ sit back and remember 


how far we’ve come and 
how much further we have 
to go. We can remember 
where we came from, why 
we're here, and we can ed- 
ucate people,” she said. 
Badero also believes 
that there should be more 
diversity in the Hopkins 
community. 
“When you're at such 
a big university like Hop- 
kins that represents the 
world, shouldn’t our fac- 
ulty and our administra- 
tion reflect that?. . .but 
we do need to strive to do 
better because ‘at top uni- 
versities it’s not like this,” 
she said. 
Upcoming events in- 
clude the third annual 
MOCHA reception and 
dinner on Feb 15, “Our 
Side of the Story” on Feb. 
16, “The Color of Faith” on 
Feb. 20, “Hidden Histories” 
on Feb. 23, “My Siblings 
Keeper” on Feb. 25, “50 
_ Shades of Black” on Feb. 
27 as well as the Dunbar- 
d Baldwin-Hughes. Thea’ 
Company's Cabaret on F R 


28, Finally, this year’s Black 


History Month at Hopkins — 
will come to an end Tithe 
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By GULNAR TULI 
Stall Writer 


This past Friday was 
National Wear Red Dav, a 
countrywide campaign to 
promote stroke awareness. 
HASA, the Hopkins Asso- 
ciation for Stroke Aware- 
hess, encouraged students 
to participate in the event 
by passing out fliers and 
giveaways on the Breeze- 
Way 

According to Trisha 
Lala, HASA’s advertising 
chair, the American Heart 
Association played a large 
role in bringing National 
Wear Red Day to Hop- 
kins. 

“We are fortunate to 
have the support of the 
American Heart Associa- 
tion for our group. They 
provide us with an endless 
amount of resources, strat- 
egies, and goodies to give 
out for our events,” Lala 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

In addition to handing 


“We have cooking dem- 
Oonstrations campus. 
Additionally, we work 
in the stroke ward at the 
medical campus, speaking 
with patients 
recently 


on 


have 
from a 
stroke and supply them 


who 
suffered 


with information about 
preventing one another 
from occurring,” Lala 
wrote. 


HASA also tries to en- 
gage the larger Baltimore 
community. 


“We branch out into 
the Baltimore commu- 
nity and attend health 


fairs, where we give out 
our heart-healthy pam- 
phlets, detailing easy life- 
style changes for stroke 
prevention and conduct 
blood-pressure screen- 
ings on child and adults 
of our community,” Lala 
wrote. 

HASA promoted Wear 
Red Day through use of 
the Daily Announcements 
and Facebook. They do not 
know how many people 


out infor- wore red, 
mational fli- but accord- 
ers related We are fortunate _ ing to Lala, 
to heart they were 
health, to have the satisfied 
HASA sup- | F with — their 
dest .'q support of the apaethatie 
the event American Heart  Breezeway, 
through so- SP where they 
cial media. Association for were able 
Students our group. to give out 
who wore 5 their —_ pro- 
red were —HASA motional 


encouraged 


to post a many  stu- | 
picture of TRISHA LALA dents. 
themselves “As the 
to HASA’s first time 
Facebook participat- 


page, which would then 
make them eligible for a 
contest. 

Wear Red Day is an at- 
tempt to bring the issue of 
stroke prevention to light, 
according to Carolyn Zin, 
co-president of HASA. 

“We focus on preven- 
tion. Stroke is the fourth 
leading cause of death in 
the US, and many people 
who are at risk for stroke 
are uninformed about the 
ways that they can pre- 
vent it. . By participating 
in Wear Red Day, we not 
only advocate to fight heart 
disease but stroke as well,” 
Zin wrote in an email to 
The News-Letter. 

Lala has a_ personal 
connection to the issue of 
stroke prevention. 

“T have been working 
with stroke patients at 
the medical campus since 
my freshman year. Speak- 
ing to the patients really 
showed me that they lack 
awareness of preventa- 
tive measures they can 
take, and avoid that scary 
trip to the hospital,” she 
wrote. 

Statistics on strokes 
show that it is a significant 
issue. 

“Around 800,000 peo- 
ple in the U.S. have a 
new or recurrent stroke 
each year, according to 
the AHA, so it certainly 
is a condition we should 
be targeting. Moreover, a 
stroke can result in brain 
damage that a_ patient 
may not able to recover 
from,” Lala wrote. 

Supporting National 
Wear Red Day is one of a 
few ways HASA is promot- 
ing stroke awareness. 


ADVERTISING CHAIR 


materials to 


ing in National Wear Red 
Day, we had a great basis 
for future years. 
people participated in the 
event, and we can’t wait 


for next year to expand it | 
‘even more,” Zin wrote. 
Zin is satisfied with the 


impact that Wear Red Day 
had on campus, and hopes 
in the future to reach out to 
the larger Baltimore com- 
munity as well. 

“Many people that did 
not know about Wear Red 
Day visited our table to 
learn more about our mis- 
sion. We hope to expand 


our event next year to not | 


only a greater population 
of the Hopkins commu- 
nity but also to the Bal- 
timore community,” Zin 
wrote. 

Lala feels the Hopkins 
community was very re- 
ceptive to HASA’s efforts 
to promote stroke aware- 
ness. 

“The Hopkins commu- 
nity is great because they 
are open to anything! We 
do think that we were able 
to make an impression on 
our fellow students and 
promote stroke preven- 
tion,” she wrote. 

Though this is the first 


-year that Hopkins par- 


ticipated in Wear Red Day, 
and, according to Zin, it 
will not be the last. Both 
Zin and Lala agreed that 
the event was a success. 
“Our National Wear 
Red Day was definitely a 
success. While promoting 
living a healthier lifestyle 
and supporting the effort 
to fight heart disease, we 
helped spread awareness 
s about the mission of our 
organization,” Zin wrote. 


COURTESY OF CAROLYN ZIN 
Carolyn Zin and Trisha Lala gave out fliers for National Wear Red Day. 
zh . ‘ 
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Students push awareness (lass explores new wave ol olobal protests 
of stroke by wearing red 


By TAMUZ AVIVI 
For The News-Letter 


The University is of- 
fering for the first time a 
new called "Global 
Social Change and Devel- 
opment Practi- 
cum," allow 


class 


Research 
which will 
undergraduate students to 
participate in an ongoing 
research project by the De- 
partment of Sociology. 


The students taking 
the class will be assisting 
the Global Social Protest 


Research Working Group, 
which is part of the inter- 
disciplinary Arrighi Cen- 
ter for Global Studies, in 
its study and analysis of 
recent surges of civil strife 
around the world. 

"Eventually in the class. 
. .our goal is to produce 
a research grant for the 
National Science Founda- 
tion," Professor Beverly J. 
Silver, who is teaching the 
class this semester, said 
in an interview with The 
News-Letter. 

According to Silver, a 
professor in the Depart- 
ment of Sociology, the re- 
search students will be 
working: on is being con- 
ducted by faculty members 
as well as graduate stu- 


| dents in the Arrighi Cen- 


ter. It builds on research 
that Silver previously con- 
ducted in the 1980s and 
1990s. 

"I had been gathering a 
collection of labor unrest 
events from newspapers 
around the world from 
1870 to 1996 but then it got 


Students sign 


By RACHEL BECKER 
Staff Writer 


This semester, for the 
first time, the Homewood 
Arts Programs is offering 
free, semester long, non- 
credit courses in both con- 
temporary modern dance 
and ballet. Both classes uti- 
lize the Caplan Studio in 
the Mattin Center. 

The ballet classes are held 
on ‘Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons, while the mod- 
ern dance classes take place 
on Wednesday and Friday. 
Both the modern dance and 
ballet classes are open to all 
students affiliated with the 
University, with priority 
given to undergraduates. 

In addition to the teach- 
ers, Marilyn Byers and Lisa 
Green-Cudek, | members 
of the Modern Dance and 
Ballet Companies assist in 
facilitating the classes. 

The mixed-level classes 
are a way for students to ei- 
ther try dance for the first 
time or pick it up at any 
level. Upper level classes 
are taught by students on 
Tuesday and Thursdays 
evenings. 

There are currently 18 
dance groups on campus, 
and all but the Modern 
Dance Company are stu- 
dent-run. 

Byers has been at Hop- 
kins since 1981. She cur- 
rently serves as the artistic 
director of modern dance 
and runs the Modern 
Dance ‘Company. Green- 
Cudek has been at Hop- 
kins for seven years and is 
also on the faculty of the 
Peabody Conservatory, as 
well as nearby Loyola Uni- 
versity. 

In the past, the larg- 
est challenges force dance 
groups at Hopkins in- 
cluded a lack of adequate 
studio space and finances. 
However, this has since 
changed under the lead- 
ership of Eric Beatty, who 
joined the University as the 


director of the Homewood 


Arts Programs in 2000. 

The Caplan studio is 
about 10 years old. Before, 
dancers performed in any 
available space on campus, 
including the Glass Pavil- 
ion and the Great Hall in 
Levering Hall. 

“This is a_ beautiful, 
wonderful facility,” Green- 
Cudek said of the Caplan 


very quiet, so for various 
reasons I stopped doing 
the data collection, but | 
kept saying when it gets to 
the point when something 
starts happening I'll start 
up again,” Silver, whose 
work largely 
patterns of social turmoil, 
explained. 

That point turned out 
to be in 2011, a tumultu- 
ous year which brought 
with it international 
waves of social uprisings, 
as millions, from Wall 
Street to the Middle East, 
took their frustration to 
the streets. 

The purpose of the re- 
search in its current form 
is to shed light on the 
causes of the uprisings 
and thus potentially pre- 
dict when and where inci- 
dents of civil unrest may 
resurface. To do so, ac- 
cording to Silver, requires 
not only a close examina- 
tion of the recent protest 
events, but also a compari- 
son between the present 
wave of global social un- 
rest and major waves of 
global social unrest in past 
centuries. 

"By trying to understand 
what the demands being 
raised up by these [protest] 
movements, we can see 
certain pattern emerging,” 
Silver said. "That begins to 
give us a lens on what kind 
of impasses are we head- 
ing for, socially, politically, 
globally and what kind of 
solutions might be wanted 
or needed." 

According to Silver, the 


focuses on 


class is an interim stage 
in a series of classes de- 
signed to help students 
gain the research skills re- 
quired for the new Global 
Social Change and De- 
velopment Track (GSCD), 
which research-ori- 
ented program allowing 
students to double major 
in Sociology and Interna- 
tional Studies. 


is a 


The class, which is part 
of the track's curriculum, 
is designed for ‘students 
who have already mas- 
tered some basic research 
skills, but who also have 
a desire to advance those 
skills. The students are 
currently being exposed 
to the theoretical concepts 
related to the project, and 
throughout the semester 
will become more involved 
with research design, pro- 
posal writing and data col- 
lection. 

Not surprisingly, one 
of the goals of the class 
is to help students who 
wish to get: involved in 
the research of the Arrighi 
Center develop the neces- 
sary skills. Established in 
2012, the center, which fo- 
cuses on international so- 
cial issues resulting from 
globalization, has already 
seen several attempts to 
integrate undergraduate 
students in its research 
groups. No previous at- 
tempt however, has been 
as systematic as the cur- 
rent one. 

"In the class the stu- 
dents learn how to become 
members of the research 


team," Professor Sahan 
Savas Karatasli, who is 
the co-coordinator of the 
Global Social Protest Re- 
search Working Group 
research, explained. "It's 
real. . .It’s not about the 
grade.” 

The undergraduate stu- 
dents participating in the 
research through the class 
also agree as to the impor- 
tance of the work being 
done, and said they receive 
satisfaction from their ef- 
forts. 

"The class is increas- 
ingly motivating as we will 
get to contribute more and 
more to the research, and 
see our knowledge put to 
good use and our contri- 
butions making a differ- 
ence," sophomore Naomi 
Bouchard-Gordon, who is 
taking the class this semes- 
ter, wrote in an email to 
The News-Letter. 

"It is a valuable op- 
portunity to get to know 
Hopkins professors very 
well and contribute to 
real, ongoing research,” 
she added. 

Only a few weeks have 
passed since the begin- 
ning of the semester, but 
the initial results indicate 
that from the point of view 
of the faculty, the sense of 
benefit seems to be mu- 
tual. 

"The students are get- 
ting out of it [the class] a 
serious formal professional 
level of research experi- 
ence and we are getting 
out of it their insights,” Sil- 
ver said. 


up for modern dance and ballet offerings 


Studio. 

Two alumni put to- 
gether a grant to make the 
classes free for students 
affiliated with the Univer- 
sity. 

“President Daniels has 
recognized the importance 
of the arts here at Hopkins. 
He set aside some money 
for us, and we are very 


says to leave any and all 
judgmental voices at the’ 
door. Students should be 
forgiving of themselves 
and not try to force change. 

“Dance is an opportu- 
nity to fail without being 
penalized or criticized,” 
Modalen said. 

“My favorite part is that 
it is something I’ve never 
gotten to do before, and the 


thankful,” Byers said. 


IVANA SU/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
Students are taking advantage of expanded. dance and ballet programs. 


Last year, Beatty appro- 
priated funds for a possible 
two-level class structure. 
This would allow for Byers 
and Green-Cudek to tailor 
their teaching to the level 
of their students. 

There is currently no 
major or minor in dance 
offered at Hopkins. Green- 
Cudek is working on a pro- 
posal that would incorpo- 
rate the history of dance, 
dance culture and studio 
time. i 

The co-presidents of the 
Modern Dance Company, 
Michelle Ploch and Emelie 
Modalen, and President of 
the Ballet Company Sarah 
Goodman stressed the im- 
portance of dance. 

“I would say the best 
part about dancing at Hop- 
kins is the opportunity to 
leave all of your stresses at 
the door and to do some- 
thing for the pure fun of 
it. | think that dancing al- 
lows students to enter into 
a world of wonder and 
imagination where they 


can ‘relax and just enjoy’ 


watching a story unfold,” 
Goodman said. 
“Dance is more than an 


“exercise or physical facil- 


ity. It is a different kind of 
thinking that encourages 
people to see outside the 
box,” Ploch said. 

‘The class philosophy 


combination of the room 
and the music is very calm- 
ing and fun,” freshman 
Elizabeth Moriarty said. 

“Dance is a form of 
mind-body self-discipline. 
It is incredibly valuable to 
the individual,” Green-Cu- 
dek said. 


Green-Cudek began 
dancing at age 12 after 
seeing the Australian Bal- 
let perform in Baltimore. 
This is considered late, to 
start classical training, but 
she went on to study at the 
Washington School of Bal- 
let before going on to teach 
nevertheless. 

Byers’ parents were reli- 
giously opposed to dance, 
so she became a dance ma- 
jor in college without any 
previous experience. 

Both teachers stressed 
that students of all levels 
and abilities are welcome 
in class. 

There are more options 
for dance at Hopkins be- 
sides Ballet,and Modern. 
There is significant overlap 
between the 18 groups on 
campus, which include the 
Lady Birds, JOSH Fusion 
Dance and Shakti. 

“There is a real appe- 
tite on campus to be in the 
body, to be in the flow,” 
Green-Cudek said. 

Many of the concerts on 
campus are collaborative 
efforts between multiple 
groups. 

There. is a choreogra- 
pher’s showcase coming 
up on March 29 at Peabody 
and a Modern Dance Com- 
pany performance on April 
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on-campus housing in fall 


DORMS, From Al 
Sroup. However, rooms 
themselves are still desig- 
nated as single-sex. This 
Policy will allow students 
who are not of the same 
legal sex to be assigned to 
the same room, creating a 
gender inclusive unit. 

Gender inclusive hous- 
ing was an idea brought 
up three years ago through 
the Housing Advisory 
Board by a group of stu- 
dents who contended that 
gender-inclusive housing 
was an option at other 
schools. 

“We have, particularly 
this past Fall, [done] a lot 
of research on our peer 
institutions, and we got 
information from other 
schools about whether 
they have gender inclu- 
sive or gender neutral 
housing, and what we 
found is that more and 
more schools are having 
this situation,” .Tracey 
Angel, the director of 
Housing and Operations, 
said. 

According to the policy, 
should a space open in a 
gender inclusive housing 
unit, the students in the 
unit will find a student to 
fill the space. If not, the 
University will try to do 
so. If this is unsuccessful, 
then the unit may need to 
return to single legal sex. 

Students have viewed 
this change in policy posi- 


tively. 
“Tt's 
If you want to room with 


personal choice. 
the opposite gender, you 
should be able to,” fresh- 
man Annie Hou said. 

Freshman Christine Fei 
ag reed. 

“It’s a good 
people who don’t conform 
to traditional gender iden- 
tities,” Fei said. “I feel this 
is a really good way for 


idea for 


people to get into a hous- 
ing situation they are com- 
fortable with. It’s a step in 
the right direction.” 

Though students will be 
allowed to choose which- 
ever housing arrangement 
they are more comfortable 
with, students are strongly 
discouraged from rooming 
with their significant oth- 
ers. 

“The only problem I can 
think of is if couples live 
together,” freshman Alisha 
Kardian said. “But it makes 
sense to do. We’re all adults 
here.” 


Angel also expressed 
excitement towards the 
new policy. 


“It’s a learning experi- 
ence. We've developed a 
policy and we’re going to 
work with it for next year 
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University to offer coed New Robotics Club receives warm welcome — 


By JESSICA KIM 
COHEN 
Stal? Writer 


Earlier this month, over 
100 students gathered in 
Hackerman Hall for the 
first ever Hopkins Robotics 
Club meeting. Surprised 
but excited by the large 
turnout, the club’s execu- 
tive board members have 
already had to change their 
course of action. 

“Our original idea was 
to enter a competition 
where a robot needs to find 
its way through a maze, 
which normally isn’t that 
difficult, but in this case 
you have to do a complicat- 
ed algorithm. However, we 
now have a lot more people 
than we were expecting, 
so we've scrapped that. It’s 


| hard to compete with that 


and see how it goes, and if | 


we need to do more as we 
move forward, we will,” 
Angel said. “I think this 
will be a real enhancement 
in terms of our housing 
program.” 


COURTESY OF MICHAEL NAKAN 


Phi Kappa Psi irritated the administration for featuring alcohol. 


“Wolf of Phi Ps” 


parody 


video goes viral on web 


PHI PSI, rrom Al 
it definitely makes Hop- 
kins look less nerdy to the 
rest of the world,” junior 
Nicole Babaknia said. 
Likewise, junior Har- 
meet Dhingra highly ap- 
preciated the light in which 
the video has cast Hopkins. 
“I thought it was a good 
depiction of the fun side 
of Hopkins, [showing] 
that not everyone here is a 
nerd,” he said. 
Hopkins administrators 
have not reacted in the same 


Drennen elaborated 
on her distress, express- 
ing that she considers the 
video to have been created 
explicitly for rush week, in 
which case the “Wolf of Phi 
Psi” trailer would have vi- 
olated previously laid-out 
rules of the rush period. 

“7 wish our community 
would celebrate videos 
which were executed in 
good taste with no referenc- 
es to alcohol and promoted 
organizational values,” she 
wrote. “It is highly disap- 


enthusias- pointing to 
tic manner. me that Phi 
Greek Life sf Kappa Psi 
Program It was simply - ~ understood 
Coordina- labor of love. We the _ stipu- 
tor Rachel F lations _ for 
Drennen ex- Hever intended to creating a 
pressed her paint Greek Life = recruitment 
disappoint- 2 video. . .and 
ment with negatively. _ then Dla- 
the video ¥ tantly. disre- 
and the reac- RYAN POHOLEK garded the 
tionithasre- PRESIDENT OF PHI [rules|.” 
ceived at the ji Poholek 
school. PSI denied the 

“If this film’s asso- 
is what the ciation with 
Hopkins student population _ rush. 


values about fraternities and 
sororities, then we have a lot 
of work to do to change the 
culture,”. she wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 

Current President of Phi 
Psi Ryan Poholek felt quite 
differently toward the 
trailer. yom 

“We are all very excit- 
ed. It’s not every day your 
fraternity goes viral,” he 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. “I think. . .peo- 
ple will be paying more at- 
tention to Phi Psi moving 
forward,” he said. ; 


“It was simply a labor 
of love,” he wrote. “We 
never intended to paint 
Greek Life negatively and 
hope all viewers realize 


that the video is paradoxi-’ 


cal and is not an accurate 
depiction of our chapter or 
Greek Life as a whole.” 
Despite the administra- 
tion’s unfavorable reaction, 
Phi Psi is excited about the 


trailer’s popularity. 


“To quote Dick Mackle- 


_ roy [the video's protagonist], 


‘We're making a name for 


 ourselves’,” Poholek wrote. 


many people,” sophomore 
Max Yelsky, president 
of the Hopkins Robotics 
Club, said. 

Instead, the executive 
board is planning to do more 
teaching this first semester, 
focusing on building a foun- 
dation of knowledge before 
veering into more challeng- 
ing territory next year in the 
fall. This will include teach- 
ing new members about cir- 
cuits, modeling in 3-D and 
programing robots. 

Many of the new mem- 
bers were also surprised 
by the number of students 
wishing to become in- 
volved. 

“The topic is interest- 


| ing, but it’s definitely go- 


ing to be hard to keep the 


| club structured with a 
| group this big. I was ex- 


| pecting like 10 people, and 
| I think most people were 
| too,” freshman Joe Peine 


said. 

Others noted the ben- 
efits of having such a large 
group. 

“Since there are so 
many members, I’d like us 
to get the opportunity to 
split up into groups based 
on our interests, and work 


| on our own projects in 


those groups,” freshman 


Josh Gilbert said. 


Due to the number of 
students that attended the 
first meeting, the Hopkins 
Robotics Club held two 
sections for their second 
meeting, in an effort to al- 
low as many interested 
people to attend as pos- 
sible. Somewhere between 
30 and 40 students attend- 
ed each meeting. 

Primarily consisting of 


-electrical engineering, me- 


chanical engineering and 
computer science majors, 
the group has a range of 
skill levels. About half of 
the group has some expe- 
rience building or work- 
ing with robots, while the 
other half has no previous 
experience. 

To accommodate dif- 
ferent skillsets and levels 
of experience, the group 
will continue to hold two 
meetings per week. One 
meeting group will focus 
primarily on program- 
ming and the other group 
will focus on circuits. 
Next month, the club will 
begin learning about the 
mechanics of robotics and 
start building in small 
groups. 

“With so many peo- 
ple; holding one meeting 
where everyone learns ev- 
erything can be boring. We 
decided to hold separate 
meetings, so people can 
choose to attend the ones 
they’re interested in,” Yel- 
sky said. 

Members of the execu- 
tive board started the Hop- 
kins Robotics Club last 
semester after recognizing 


that there was not an es- - 


tablished robotics interest 
group at Hopkins. 
“Robotics is  preva- 
lent among engineering 
schools, so it was definite- 


‘ly something we wanted 


to take part in,” Yelsky 
said. 

Due .to the cost of ro- 
botics supplies and the 
larger number of students 
expressing interest in the 
group, funding became 
one of the major concerns 
for the group’s executive 


g 
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The first meeting for the Robotics Club attracted over 100 enthusiastic students interested in joining. 


board.”We are hoping to 
get really basic control- 
lers and a small body of 
a robot, and [to] get about 
10 of these, so that groups 
of people can make their 
own robot. But just to buy 
these would be about $700 
to $800, and that doesn’t 
even consider the miscel- 
laneous stuff we’ll need. 
So already, that adds up to 
about $1,000,” Yelsky said. 
Though the Hopkins Ro- 
botics Club was approved 
by the Student Government 
Association (SGA) last se- 
mester, they are not eligible 
for funding until next year. 
“While our finances de- 
pend on what project we're 
doing, there’s no way to 
avoid money in robotics,” 
sophomore Elliott Binder, 
vice president of the Hop- 
kins Robotics Club, said. 
To account for this, the 
group has reached out 
to and received funding 
from, different academic 
departments, _ including 
electrical engineering and 
computer science. 


The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Awards 
are made possible by the Hodson Trust. 


“Assuming we _ have 
about $5,000, which is a lot 
for a group that literally 
started right now, we want 
to buy some robots for ev- 
eryone to work on and also 
buy something as a bigger 
project for the club,” Yelsky 
said. 

While the Hopkins Ro- 
botics Club is the only ro- 
botics group currently ac- 
tive at the University, it is 
actually the third iteration 
of a similar club on cam- 
pus. The most recent group, 
called Hopkins Robotics, 
was active from 2009-2010. 
Unlike the JHU Robotics 
Club, Hopkins Robotics was 
much smaller and more fo- 
cused on competitions. 

“T think they drove to 
D.C. and did some compe- 
titions there, but I guess 
it didn’t stick around as 
a group. All of the other 
schools that had robotics 
clubs have been doing it 
for years, so they had a 
base and knew what they 
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New members’ were 
highly enthusiastic to 
see the Hopkins Robotics 
Club on campus and were 
thankful that the group 
is beginning with basic 
information, rather than 
diving straight to compe- 
titions. 

“I wanted to be 
volved in something that 
used programming, and I 
think the idea of robots is 
cool. I’m also a computer 
science major, so it goes 
along with that. It seems 
really interesting, and 
it’s nice that everyone is 
relatively inexperienced,” 
sophomore Imoni McCor- 
vey said. 

The new club members 
are very optimistic for the 
future of their group on 
campus. 

“At this point, if mem- 
bers stay interested in us, 
it’s the more the merrier. 
But even if some decide 
to leave, less people can 
be easier to deal with and 
to teach, so there’s no real 


in- 
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losing now,” Yelsky said...» 
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JHUMUNC, From Al 

the conference were the di- 
versity and number of its 
simulations. Increasing the 
number of these commit- 
tees alongside total atten- 
dance was aimed at both 
growing the participation 
of the high school students 
and improving their con- 
ference experience. 

“Even though our total 
numbers have increased, 
our delegates-to-commit- 
tee ratio has dropped since 
last year,” Hewage said. 


The diversity of 
simulations run by 
JHUMUNC XVII was 


evidenced by the confer- 
ence’s extensive commit- 
tee list. The list included 
General Assemblies and 
other MUN staples, such 
as a simulation of an In- 
ternational Atomic En- 
ergy Agency meeting, 
albeit set 10 years in a hy- 
pothetical future. How- 
ever, the conference also 
ran more elaborate and 
unorthodox simulations. 
Among these was the 
Quadrumvirate, a crisis 
simulation set in Feudal 
Japan comprised of four 
rival committees which 
wrestled one another for 
dominance of the islands. 

Despite having moved 
from the Renaissance to 
the Hilton, Secretary-Gen- 
eral Hewage stated that the 
JHUMUNC budget did not 
rely on external sponsor- 
ship. 

“Our budget is mostly 
dependent on registration 
fees,” Hewage said. “We 
don’t get sponsorship from 
elsewhere.” 

With 84 participating 
high schools and the low- 
est school registration fee 
at $60, plus the lowest ad- 
ditional fees of $60 per 
high school student, the 
attendance of JHUMUNC 
XVII would have given 
the organizers a theoreti- 
cal minimum of $105,840 


to work with. The actual ° 


budget was undoubtedly 
higher given that fees in- 
‘creased depending on how 
late schools registered for 
the conference. 

Hewage expressed great 
confidence in the ability 
of JHUMUNC’s staff but 
nonetheless _ anticipated 
that some aspects of the 
conference would prove 
difficult. 

“One of the biggest 
challenges given the size of 
the conference is security,” 
Hewage said. “1600 high 
schoolers itself is a daunt- 
ing task.” 

However, on the final 
day of JHUMUNC, Deputy 
Sergeant-at-Arms Jonathan 
Schlecht commented on 
the success of the confer- 
ence’s security team. 

“We had no security 
incidents,” Schlecht said, 
adding later that the only 
two noise complaints they 
received ended up having 
nothing to do with the par- 
ticipating high school stu- 
dents. 

The ultimate responses 
of said students were posi- 
tive across the board. Sha- 
shank Narayan, a student 
from Walter Johnson High 
School in Bethesda, MD, 


had good things to say 


about his first time partici- 
pating in MUN. 

“It’s been a really good 
experience,” Narayan said. 
“Me and my friends had 
a pretty great time, we'll 
probably talk about this for 
some time.” 

The veteran participants 
also displayed a generally 
favorable attitude. Sami 
Berg, a student from East 
Brunswick High School 
in East Brunswick, NJ. 
had attended other confer- 
ences prior to JHUMUNC 
but nonetheless found the 
Hopkins conference to be 
fairly inspiring. 

“| think it’s really cool,” 
Berg said. “After seeing the 
staff I would like to join the 
staff at a college MUN con- 
ference.” 


For Timur Guler, a stu-— 


dent from the Gilman 
School in Baltimore, Md., 
this year’s JHUMUNC 


marked his third consecu- 


tive participation in a con- 
ference hosted by the or- 
ganization, yet his views 
on JHUMUNC as a confer- 
ence were clear. 

“I really liked this con- 
ference better than the 
other ones,” Guler said. 
“Everyone says that this 
one []HUMUNC] is by far 
the better one.” 

Not every review was 
a shining one however. 
Despite generally compli- 
mentary comments, Na- 
rayan mentioned that, as 
a first-time participant in 
MUN, he felt frustrated 
when those _ responsible 
for running his commit- 
tee failed to stop novice 
delegates from being mar- 
ginalized. 

“The first couple of ses- 
sions were great. . .but then 
later what happened was 
around five experienced 
delegates got together and 
started doing everything 
themselves. A lot of us 
didn’t feel like we were in 
the loop,” Narayan said. 

In addition to the high 
school students, the vari- 
ous Faculty Advisors (FAs) 
which chaperoned their 
respective students to 
the conference also com- 
mended the performance 
of the JHUMUNC éstaff. 
At the FA feedback ses- 
sion on Sunday, words of 
praise for the conference 
organizers dominated 
over suggestions for im- 
provement. Ken Kubistek, 
the FA for Riverview High 
School in Oakmont, Pa., 
commented on the success 
of JHUMUNC XVIL. 

“I was worried about 
the size, but they were 
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Model United Nations Conference draws highest participation yet 


COL JRTESY OF DEANNA LOH 


Hopkins students working as staff at the 17th annual Johns Hopkins Model United Nations Conference pose for a picture with a gavel. 


able to control and orga- 
nize 2,000 students [high 
school students _ plus 
JHUMUNC ésstaff]_ which 
was overly’ impressive,” 
Kubistek said. “I’ve been 
to smaller conferences of 
about 1,000 students and 
they were not nearly as 
well organized.” 

Allin all, JHUMUNC has 
raised the bar for its perfor- 
mance to new heights. The 
organization is cognizant of 
the situation and expressed 
a desire to consolidate its 
successes rather than ex- 
pand its attendance. 

“What we will focus 
on now is specializing in 
quality,” Hewage shit. “If 
we have more staff and re- 
cruitment, we can always 
increase the quality of the 
conference.” 
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Conference guides helped the participants navigate the four-day event. 


Daniels’ salary proves 
to be orthodox in field 


SALARY, From A1 

earned significantly more. 

The Chronicle's list in- 
cluded several different 
aspects of compensation, 
including base salary 
and bonus pay, as well 
as insurance and other 
miscellaneous expenses. 

The statistics also in- 
cluded deferred com- 
pensation, which is 
money set aside to be 
paid out in the future, 
typically upon retirement. 

Deferred § compensa- 
tion is reported to the 
IRS twice — both in the 


year it is set aside and 


in the year it is paid out. 

Daniels’ base _ sal- 
ary in 2011 was $859,555, 
and he set aside $105,019 


in deferred compensa- 
tion. He received no bo- 


nus pay and = $219,961 
in nontaxable benefits. 

Comparatively, Zim- 
mer set aside $454,800 
for deferred compen- 
sation and earned 


$200,000 in bonus pay. 

Aronson said ___ that 
the Board of Trustees is 
very pleased with Dan- 
iels’ job performance 
thus far. The Board 
unanimously voted last 
month to extend: Dan- 
iels’ contract until 2019. 

“His drive,  intel- 
lect and vision are ev- 
erything that Hopkins 
needs,” Aronson said. 
“He’s fulfilled all of his 
[promises] plus some.” 


' 


COURTESY OF DEANNA LOH 
Students cheer the opening of the Johns Hopkins University 2014 Model United Nations Conference. 
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Exercise your street smarts. 
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THEY HAVE 


SEATBELTS 
AND AIRBAGS. 


HOW MUCH IMPACT CAN YOUR BACKPACK TAKE? 


The answer: Not enough. If a moving vehicle is barreling down on you, you'll need more than your trusty bag 


filled with books and a laptop to keep you safe. Short of a personal force field, your best protection is being alett 


and following basic pedestrian traffic laws, like crossing only where you should. 


BE A <2» ROAD SCHOLAR | JOHNS Hopkins 
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2014 
STUDENT 


BOOK 

COLLECT ING 

CONTEST 
There is still time to enter ... the 2014 Betty 
and Edgar Sweren Student Book Collecting 
Contest: 


Enter the Betty and Edgar Sweren Student Book 
Collecting Contest, and win up to $1,000 for your book 
collection! Deadline: February 21, 2014 


3C2014 for guidelines and entry form 


£ 
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Commemoration Ball Cupcake belebration 


Engineer's Club / 9 PM / Monday, February 24 Glass Pavilion / 12 - 2 PM / Friday, February 21 
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The next generation of COLUMNS is here. This is the place for restaurants, fashion, fitness, cooking, rel 


How to survive Sochi, Flappy Bird guilt and Recruitment Week 


‘ ee °Meryl°Evens’ @merylevens - Feb 7 
fis YOU HAD ONE JOB #SochiOpeningCeremony @sochiproblems 
Ic. 


twitter.com/7MSSduuuHU 


openingceremony p 


(@} Expand 4. Reply +3 Retweet %* Favorite ++ More 


This was one of the most talked about parts of the Olympics Opening Ceremonies (maybe besides the Russian police 
choir singing “Get Lucky”). Look, the Olympics are a big deal. [hat sixth ring just probably got a little stage fright. 


Johnny Quinn @ichnnyQuinnUSA - Feb & 


..With no phone to call for help, | used my bobsled push training to break out. 
#SochiJallBreak pic.twitter.com/apZRefgvCO 


U.S. bobsledder Johnny Quinn was trapped in a terrifying Sochi bathroom, but at least he has a sense of humor 
about it. He also got trapped in an elevator a few days later because of course he did. But at least he wasn’t the athlete 
whose elevator doors opened into an empty elevator shaft. 


~~, % 


Dong Nguyen Gdongatory - Feb 8 
| am sorry ‘Flappy Bird’ users, 22 hours from now, | will take ‘Flappy Bird’ 
down. | cannot take this anymore. 


Expand 


4, Reply +3 Retweet %* Favorite +++ More 


If you missed this, then you probably live under a rock. But you also probably have a life. Basically, everyone started 
playing Flappy Bird this weekend, and the game's creator freaked out and took the game off of the App store because 
he thought people were getting too addicted. And now no one will stop talking about it. 


devin alessio @cevinissima - Feb 8 
Calories don't count during recruitment week, right? RIGHT?!!7!?!? 
Expand 4 Reply 7% Retweet %* Favorite ++ 


Snaps to all of those girls who survived Recruitment Week. I’m not ina sorority, but if I had to spend an entire week 
talking to freshmen I would use it as an excuse for pretty much everything. Though I’m always able find an excuse 
to eat more. 
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Beyoncé and Obama are the new 
Marilyn Monroe and JFK 


Want your Tweets 
featured in this column? 
Follow me  @rachel_ 
witkin or add #jhutweets 
to the tweets you want 
me to Look at. I’m going to 


try to feature a different 
student and represent 


Hopkins on _ Twitter 
(that is, when I’m not 
_ distracted by celebrity 
WIERED) ces S | 


=e ree The French tabloids have decided that Obama and Be- 
pm ee Te: -_ yonce are having an affair — because apparently they're 
EES On not entertained enough by the President's love life. 


FEBRUARY 13, 2014 


ationships, lifestyle and trends 


@rachel_ witkin 
Tweets of the Week 


This weekly column features 

some of the top posts around 

the Twitter realm that deal 

with the week’s top stories in 

sports, politics, pop culture 
and all things news. 


Finding satisfaction 
in spirituality 


here are times 

when I ask my- 

self, what is the 

point of every- 

thing-I’m doing? 

What is the end goal? Do | 
even have an end goal? 

This leads me to won- 

der about the things that 


| bring me true joy and 


satisfaction in life. Sure, 
public health is a great 
field, but will it sustain 
me? Will it make me feel 


| complete inside? 


and mind. 

Next comes worship. 
Worship can come in the 
form of uplifting music. 
Music can make or break 
you. Sometimes we don’t 
even realize how the mu- 
sic we listen to affects us. 
There’s something about 
melodies and beats, and 
the way they penetrate the 
human heart, body, mind, 
and soul. Ever noticed 
how quickly your mood 
can change once you hear 


Then a spe- 

I begin ~ es Gus fie 
eer ManiKeita 3°, 
/m y ° Caden 
bic Lumi de Lux aka 
ver- break 

| sus my your 


| soul, or my brain versus 


my mind. Yes, food and 
water keep me going and 
the thought of being a 
public health practitioner 
is exciting. Even so, I find 
that when I don’t nourish 
my soul, I feel empty in- 


side. The truth is that the: 
body is nothing without 


the essence of the soul 
and spirit. It is important 
to nourish both. This can 
be done in many ways. 
First comes prayer 


| and/or meditation. While 


thinking about the deep- 
er meaning of life and the 
more abstract aspects of 
life can be confusing, it is 
worthwhile to muse over 
these topics. What good 
does it do to pass through 
this world and to not even 
wonder about the deeper 
meaning of life? I feel 
that this limited frame of 
mind greatly impedes the 
realization of a person’s 
potential. 

Prayer and medita- 
tion also help to ease the 
mind. When the mind is 
relaxed, the body is also 
relaxed. This can help 
lower stress levels. Also, 
a state of relaxation helps 
to bring peace within. 
Who doesn’t want peace? 

I am an avid fan of 
incense as a meditation 
tool; I have incense sticks 
from all over the world. 
Each fragrance takes me 
to a different place and 
world in my head. I love 
meditating while burn- 
ing incense because it 
activates all of my senses 
while relaxing my body 


day. 

Try listening to more 
uplifting music and see 
how your demeanor 
changes. I like listening 
to gospel artists like Israel 
Houghton and MaryMary, 
and I love the lyricist 
Lauryn. Hill. Their lyrics. 
encourage me to think 
beyond the superficial as- 
pects of life. 

Last is the Word. En- 
couraging texts can be a 
great start to your week 
or day. A lot of times they 
can bring inspiration for 
your next prayer/medita- 
tion session. 

Literature can also 
increase your personal 
knowledge of the things 
that satisfy you on the in- 
side. Texts can also help 
guide you with deeper life 
decisions. It’s one thing to 
decide which graduate 
program to apply to, but 
it’s another thing to muse 
about something much 
deeper, like the reason 
why you choose to love. 

Personally, I enjoy 
reading the psalms and 
proverbs in the Bible. Re- 


-gardless of your faith, 


these scriptures apply to 
any situation and are gen- 
erally good guidelines for 
life. It would benefit you 
to expand your horizon if 
you have yet to experience 
the messages within the 
Bible. 

With that said, I hope 
you remember to nour- 
ish your soul as well as 
your body, for both are 
important for your mental 
health and well-being. 


re __ COURTESY OF SANDRA MARS VIA FLICKR 
Meditating can help you find the answers to the deeper questions in life. 
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s New York 
Fashion 


Week Fall 
2014 made 
its highly 


anticipated visit this past 
week, we were expected- 
ly delighted by the sights 
of Jill Stuart’s funky in- 
terpretations of the little 
black dress, Ruffian’s tap- 
estry-printed dresses and 
ruffled collars (inspired 
by Petrus Christus’ 15th 
centu- 


der, harnessed the artistic 
spirit and creative ingenu- 
ity absent in most of the 
clothing collections this 


past week, within their 
DANNIJO Fall/Winter 
2014 jewelry collection. 
The sister duo—known 


for their intricate indus- 
trial-style designs, skill- 
ful use of different metals 
and brilliant combinations 
of stones and gems — cre- 
ated a collection that not 

only 


ry por- ‘ ; 
waits), Chelsea Olivera tainca 
aon d at e's 
Rebec- Ferme Fatale dis- 

, tinc- 
lor’ s tty 


assemblage of minimal- 
ist menswear-inspired 
pieces. But although we 


adored Christian  Si- 
riano’s elegant modern 
collection inspired by 


1950s glamour and Alex- 
ander Wang’s structured 
monochrome wool mini 
dresses, can we really 
say we were artistically 
stimulated, or even sur- 
prised by each designer’s 
choice of inspiration and 
consequent execution of 
his designs? Would it re- 
ally have been that dif- 
ficult to anticipate that 
Siriano would choose to 
design a collection in- 
spired by classic femi- 
ninity a la Dior circa 1957, 
while Wang would focus 
on rendering the austere 
minimalism that contrib- 
uted so highly to his pop- 
ularity last NYFW? 

While designers must 
stay faithful to the dis- 
tinctive images and _ phi- 
losophies guiding their 
brands, frankly, it seems 
as though the element of 
surprise has been com- 
pletely missing from this 
season’s clothing collec- 
tions thus far. After all, it 
is the element of novelty 
that perpetuates sales in 
the fashion industry and, 
more importantly, our cre- 
ative attachments to cer- 
tain brands. 

Luckily, the bourgeon- 
ing jewelry designers, 
Danielle and Jodie Sny- 


flair for “vintage indus- 
trial femininity,” but ex- 
panded on design 
concepts and, more im- 
portantly, on an entirely 
novel approach to show- 
casing jewelry. 

The DANNIJJO collec- 
tion featured some of the 
brand’s core elements such 
as large bib necklaces with 
thick silver chains, earthy 
stones, vibrant blue gems 
and intricate embellish- 
ments. However, new ma- 
terials such as pearls and 
cameos were introduced, 
giving the collection an 
unprecedented classic 
graceful feel, in addition 
to the edginess retained 
through the use of chains 
and geometrically shaped 
stones. 

This juxtaposition of 
hard and soft was clear- 
ly the theme chosen to 
characterize the collec- 
tion, called “BOXERina,” 
which was inspired by 
the designers’ fascination 
with theoretically com- 
bining the elegant grace- 
fulness of ballet and the 
rough ferocity of boxing. 
According to Danielle 
Snyder (as reported by the 
blog Style Bistro), the col- 
lection “hinges on the re- 
lationship between ballet 
and boxing, and its ability 
to connect us to the bare 
essence of humanity.” 

While the designs 
themselves brilliantly em- 
bodied the idea of com- 


new 
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BUT ALSO observations, rants, lists, thoughts, feelings, missed connections, haikus, confessions, furtive glances and, of course, sex. 


DANNIJO brings fierce femininity to NYFW 


on 


BEAUTY BLITZ VIA FLICKR 


These dangerous yet dainty pieces showcase DANNIJO’s theme. 


bining elements from two 
seemingly paradoxical 
ways of moving the body 
— gracefully and fiercely 
— this concept was taken 
even further through the 
presentation of the pieces. 
The collection debuted 
with seven ballerinas per- 
forming a choreographed 
piece by Nicola Curry 
from the American Ballet 
Theatre. The  ballerinas, 
wearing simple nude tulle 
tutus with DANNIJO’s 
highly embellished jewel- 
ry, softly danced around a 
boxing ring amidst a dim- 
lighted venue. 

The relationship —be- 
tween the refined femi- 
ninity of the dancers in 
motion, and the visually 
absent notion of savage 
boxers in motion created 
the setting for our inter- 
esting creative specula- 
tions involving serious 
analyses of the emotional 
attachments and the in- 
tellectual associations we 
make to these two oppos- 
ing ideas. And because 
the specific design ele- 
ments and mediums asso- 
ciated with each concept 
were flawlessly integrated 
into flowing composites 
of aesthetically pleas- 


ing pieces of jewelry, our 
ideas of the relationship 
between ballet and box- 
ing were challenged even 
further by posing that 
these two ideas are some- 
how more interrelated 
than we’d imagined. 

Essentially, | showcas- 
ing the DANNIJO F/W 
2014 collection through 
performance art visually 
enhanced the connection 
between ballet and box- 
ing embedded into the 
designs themselves. More 
importantly, it situated a 
separate art form, along- 
side the jewelry, which 
was able to underscore the 
emotional performance, 
paralleling the emotion- 
ally charged sources of 
inspiration guiding the 
jewelry designs in the first 
place. 

It is this kind of artisti- 
cally sophisticated means 
of presenting art that made 
the DANNIJO F/W 2014 
collection truly unique 
among a sea of predictable 
and orthodox clothing col- 
lections this past week. 
After all, if fashion is art, 
then is there really a limit 
to how far designers can 
go in expressing their ar- 
tistic message? 


Fallen giants: Allen and Hoffman's struggles 


The latest in entertainment news reminds us that celebrities are human and can have flaws, too 


he last few 

weeks have 

seen a_whirl- 

wind of activ- 

ity in the enter- 
tainment sphere, most of 
it related to news that in- 
dubitably makes the gen- 
eral public lose the little 
faith we had in the giants 
we call celebrities. 

Phillip Seymour Hoff- 
man, one of the greatest 
acting talents of our gener- 
ation, overdosed on heroin. 
Hoffman has served as one 
of the most brilliant charac- 
ter actors of all time. From 
smaller performances in 
classics like Boogie Nights 
and The Big Lebowski to 
leading roles in acclaimed 
films like The Master and 
an Oscar-winning perfor- 
mance in Capote, Hoffman 
has expertly captured the 
ethos of many distinctly 
complex characters. 

Perhaps the persona he 
paid the least attention to 
was the one facing him in 
the mirror. 

It is not an easy thing 
to assume a personality 
other than one’s own, to 
essentially become some- 
one else. Total immersion 
in a separate personality 
often leads to the most 
authentic and _ riveting 
performance an actor can 
give. It is also has the po- 

tential to be incredibly de- 
structive. 

The most recent exam- 
ple that comes to mind is 
that of the revered Heath 
Ledger. Ledger gave a 
disturbingly accurate per- 

; ! 


formance in Christopher 
Nolan’s masterpiece The 
Dark Night, in which he 
played the Joker, a perfor- 
mance so genuine that it 


was both petra- 
simulta- H i (wicolerna Ye 
simu, MichaelLouis =~... 
brilliant ° ques- 
and ter- \ Rosin tions all 
rifying. yields 
- . . b ; 
Soon. a! Music, Movies & More }.<.*. 
duction sponses. 
was com- Who can 
pleted on the film, Ledger really ever know? 
took his own life. Another unfortunate 


Hoffman’s situation 
does not entirely paral- 
lel that of Ledger’s but 
there are similar tones. In 
Ledger’s case, the work 
brought out his inner de- 
mons; Hoffman threw 
himself into his work to try 
to escape those very same. 
Hoffman developed a drug 
problem in his twenties 
but was able to kick it for 
the majority of his acting 
career, a “sobriety” streak 
that spanned 23 years. 

Hoffman did many 
amazing things during 
this period: he started a 
family, acted in and di- 
rected numerous films 
and shorts, and cemented 
his legacy as a legend in 
the film industry. How- 
ever he was found with 
over 20 baggies of heroin 
when police investigated 
his apartment to perform 
an autopsy. Go figure. 

How could such a re- 
spected figure be so un- 
happy? How does some- 
one with everything in the 


world relapse into such 
destructive behavior? Is 
Hoffman the victim of 
disease in this scenario or 
is he the ungrateful per- 


piece of news that has 
reared its ugly head over 
the past couple of weeks 
is that Woody Allen alleg- 
edly molested his daughter 
when she was seven years 
old. Allen is one of the 
greatest filmmakers of all 
time; his work transcends 
traditional genres and gets 
categorized as it’s own en- 
tity. Allen is a cultural icon. 
He has become a societal 
archetype likened to ev- 
ery nerdy, funny boy with 
glasses. 

When Dylan Farrow 
published an open letter 
in the New York Times two 
Sundays ago, in which she 
accused Allen of molesting 
her at such a young age, Al- 
len diehards didn’t know 
quite how to react. 

Now, after Allen has 
published a letter es- 
sentially claiming that 
Dylan’s mother, actress 
Mia Farrow, brainwashed 
her in contempt of Allen, 
we're still not sure. The 
whole situation sucks, 


period. If these allega- 
tions are true, how can 
we possibly separate the 
artist from the man? Is 


it possible to enjoy Annie 


Hall (one of Allen’s land- 
mark films) without being 
reminded of the terrible 
things that the maker is 
accused of? 

This leads to a broader 
question in terms of art 
in general. To what extent 
does an artist’s personal 
life affect how we view 
their work? 

Can we enjoy China- 
town without being re- 
minded that it’s director, 
Roman Polanski, was ac- 
cused of statutory rape all 
those years ago? Should 
we feel that we are mor- 
ally reprehensible people 
for continuing to watch 
Duck Dynasty despite egre- 
gious remarks made by the 
show’s star Phil Robertson? 
All of these quandaries are 
too subjective to be an- 
swered effectively. 

On one hand an actor i.. 
acting. He is pretending to 
be someone he is not, and 
therefore the man should 
have no bearing on the 
art. Conversely, to what 
extent do we let people 
get away with their moral 
corruption? At a certain 
point, pressing issues be- 
come too large to ignore. 

The ball is in your 
court, society. Will we 
continue to stand by 
while morally bankrupt 
men continue to profit off 
of our willingness to ac- 
cept them? 


AQ 


In memoriam: 
J Dilla 


Paying tribute to the influential rapper/producer 


ast Friday, Feb- 
ruary 7, would 
have been J Dil- 
la’s 40th. birth- 
day. 

Despite his unfortu- 
nate death back in 2006, J 
Dilla is still considered to 
be one of the most influ- 
ential hip-hop producers, 
from his start in the 90s 


successor to his group, A 


Tribe Called Quest. 


By this point, J Dilla 
was considered a major 
hip-hop prospect and had 
a slew of single and re- 
mix projects with Busta 
Rhymes, Janet Jackson, 
Pharcyde, De La Soul, A 


Tribe Called Quest, Q-Tip 


and many others. In 2000, 


up until S'l aem 
his pass- ° Village 
ing Not ~=Alex HurowitzZ = made 
only has their 
he influ- ; major 
ences Music Rx abel de 
hip-hop but with 
artists, but he has served Fantastic, Vol. 2, which 


| as an inspiration for mu- 


sicians from all genres. 
Countless artists (Joey 
Bada$$, Kendrick Lamar, 


| Chance the Rapper, Q- 


Tip, Pete Rock, Madlib, 


| The Roots, just to name a 
| few) have either sampled J 


Dilla or have paid tribute 
to him in some form. 

He has had a huge in- 
fluence on the newest 
generation of jazz musi- 
cians signed at Blue Note 
Records, including pianist 
Robert Glasper and bass- 


| ist Derrick Hodge. The 
| UK garage duo Disclosure 


cites him as a major influ- 
ence, even sampling him 


| in their song “Grab Her” 
| off their debut LP, Settle. 
| The sounds of experimen- 


tal electronic producer 


| Flying Lotus is probably 


the closest you'll get to 


| hearing J Dilla embracing 


modern technology. This 
barely covers everyone 
that J Dilla has inspired in 
some shape or form. 

Born James Dewitt 
Yancey on Feb. 7, 1974 
in Detroit, J Dilla (also 
known as Jay Dee) de- 
veloped a deep musical 
knowledge from a young 
age, thanks to his parents’ 
musical background (his 
mother is a former opera 
singer and his father was 
a bassist), and he began 
collecting vinyls as a tod- 


| dler. He took up beatmak- 


ing by using a simple tape 
deck, spending most of 


| his teenage years expand- 
| ing his record collection 


and improving upon his 
use of the tape deck. 
While he enjoyed a 
wide range of genres, J 
Dilla developed an _ in- 
creased interest in hip- 
hop while in high school. 
It was during this time 
that he met and befriend- 
ed T3 and Baatin, the two 
people with whom he 
would form the rap group 
Slum Village in 1996. They 
recorded their debut, Fan- 
Tas-Tic (Vol 1.), in Dilla’s 
home studio that same 
year, and finally released 
it in 1997. Upon release, 
the album quickly be- 
came popular among fans 
of Detroit hip-hop and it 
gained the attention of the 
likes of Q-Tip, who con- 
sidered the group as the 


created a larger follow- 
ing for J Dilla. His much 
lauded production work, 
especially on this album, 
marked what would be 
the direction that would 
be taken by the neo soul 
genre. 

Additionally, J Dilla 
was a founding member 
of the production collec- 
tive known as the Soul- 
quarians, collaborating 
with Questlove, D’Angelo, 
Q-Tip, James Poyser, Bilal, 
Talib Kweli, Erykah Badu 
and Common (the latter 
of who would release a 
breakthrough album, Like 
Water for Chocolate, featur- 
ing the major contribu- 
tions of Jay Dee). 

In 2001, J Dilla decided 
to go solo, leaving Slum 
Village and releasing the 
LP Welcome 2 Detroit, 
which further cemented 
his status as a virtuosic 
beatmaker who could cre- 
ate an album of hip-hop 
beats that demonstrated a 
wide range of musical in- 
fluences. Within the next 
five years, J Dilla would 
go on to release two more 
albums (Ruff Draft and 
Donuts), and a collabo- 
ration album with L.A.- 
based producer Madlib 
(Champion Sound), under 
the name Jaylib. 

His output slowed 
down after 2004, with 
his health slowly deterio- 
rating as he went public 
about his health problems 
that resulted from _ his 
dramatic weight loss. By 
2005, J Dilla toured Eu- 
rope performing from a 
wheelchair, later reveal- 
ing that he was suffering 
from a rare blood disease. 
J Dilla died on Feb. 10, 
2006, three days after the 
release of his last album, 
Donuts. 

Since then, there has 
been an increased amount 
of interest in. his remain- 
ing catalog, and now more 
than ever do people ap- 
preciate Dilla’s influence 
on production. While the 
world lostsa talented mu- 
sician, a whole generation 
of musicians still carries 
his memory on, using 
his music, both past and 
posthumous releases, as 
inspiration for their own 
creative endeavors. 
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James Dewitt “J Dilla” Yancey would have turned 40 on Feb. 7. 
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(o-ed housing fosters diversity 


Starting next fall, Hopkins stu- 
dents will be able to apply for gen- 
der inclusive housing, which will 
allow them to live with a roommate 
of the opposite sex. This change in 
policy is motivated by a desire to 
make campus housing more com- 
fortable and inclusive, particularly 
for transgender students who pre- 
viously were housed in a way that 
might not have respected their gen- 
der identities. The new policy ap- 
plies to both freshmen and upper- 
classmen but is a strictly optional 
elective. The University cautioned, 
however, in an email announce- 
ment to students, that it strongly 
discourages couples from rooming 
together. 

The Editorial Board is pleased 
by the change because we see two 
main advantages and no impor- 
tant downsides. Firstly, gender in- 
clusive housing fosters a more ac- 
cepting community to transgender 
students. Diversity comes in many 
forms, and unfortunately so does 
discrimination; anything that Hop- 
kins can do to eliminate policies 
with detrimental effects on minor- 
ity populations should be greeted 
with enthusiastic support. 

Secondly, coed housing permits 


even cisgendered Hopkins students 


a wider range of choice in their liv- 
ing situations and allows them to 
take responsibility for their choices. 
The Editorial Board hopes students 
will use this policy to live with 
their friends and not with their sig- 
nificant others, as we can envision a 
whole host of terribly awkward sit- 
uations that might arise. Neverthe- 
less, we cannot issue a categorical 
condemnation of the practice either, 
for we are not qualified or informed 
enough to gauge the merits of the 
idea in each individual case. Nei- 
ther, we feel, is the University; only 
the students involved should get a 
say in such matters. If living togeth- 
er is ever appropriate, the couples 
themselves are the best qualified to 
make that decision. If it is unwise, 
students will usually be able to de- 
tect this on their own. Such uncom- 
fortable botched arrangements will 
only last a year, which in the long 
run is not as long as it may seem. 
The University’s decision to 
trust Hopkins students with the 
freedom to make their own deci- 
sions on such personal matters is 
not only an overdue and consider- 
ate accommodation to the student 
population, but also an appreciated 
sign of respect for our collective 
judgment and maturity. © 


Robotics club teaches useful skills 


The Hopkins Robotics Club was 
formed earlier this month to pro- 
vide an outlet for students to prac- 
tice the engineering and computer 
science skills that they learned in 
the classroom. The Editorial Board 
commends this club fpr launching 
an enterprise that aligns with Hop- 
kins’ cutting edge role in techno- 
logical research. It is vitally impor- 
tant that these types of clubs exist 
on campus because they allow for 
students to learn practical skills 
that will serve them after gradua- 
' tion. 

The Editorial Board also com- 
mends sophomore Max Yelsky and 
the 40 or so members of the Robot- 
ics Club for blazing the path for 
the club to re-emerge after several 
years of dormant activity. The Uni- 
versity should do more to foster this 
type of collaboration and initiative, 
especially when it comes to think- 


\ 


ing beyond the classroom. Many 
Hopkins students are primarily 
focused on their heavy workload, 
which does not always allow them 
to think outside the box. Clubs such 
as the Robotics Club will allow stu- 
dents to use the material and skills 
they’ve learned at Hopkins without 
the added pressure of the stressful 
classroom environment. 

To further build upon the Ro- 
botics Club in the short term, the 
Editorial Board urges any academic 
departments relevant to the mis- 
sion of the Robotics Club to contin- 
ue to support the club and the for- 
mation of groups like it in any way 
they can, such as helping the group 
apply for grants and having profes- 
sors mentor the students. This will 
send the message to students that 
the University cares about support- 
ing students both in and out of the 
classroom. 
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By SARALLAH SALFHI 


n his critique of Hegel's 

Philosophy of Right, Karl 

Marx emphatically 

claims, “Religion is the 

sigh of the oppressed 
creature, the heart of a heartless 
world, just as it is the spirit of a 
spiritless world.” Going further, 
Marx remarks religion is noth- 
ing but an opiate that provides 
an illusory sense of happiness, 
which impedes their ability to 
realize that real happiness lies 
not in an abstract illusion but 
rather in their concrete mate- 
rial relations. Almost 200 years 
after this insightful expose, 
religion today, more than any 
other factor, continues to play 
the most integral role in how 
a large majority of our country 
sees both itself and others’ posi- 
tion within the intricate global 
web. 

But why is it that billions 
still fetter their minds around 
belief systems whose theologi- 
cal validity has repeatedly been 
shown to stand in staunch con- 
tradiction with proven scientific 
facts and established historical 
events? More baffling might be 
the question of why religiosity 
has actually intensified in many 
places, rather than attenuate, in 
the face of these apparent em- 
pirical inconsistencies. But the 
most pressing question above 
all is what motivates many to 
zealously support religious 
institutions whose _ political 
agenda runs directly against 
their own interests. The answer 
to these startling realities un- 
doubtedly lies among the dy- 
namic multitude of economic 
forces that comprise our mod- 
ern capitalist society and how 
the greater public perceives the 
way these forces impact their 
daily lives. Particularly impor- 
tant is the influential role that 
religious leaders play in justi- 
fying the continuation of such 
a disaster prone economic sys- 
tem. 

Revived orthodox conserva- 
tive movements on the Right, 
in the form of the Tea Party and 
an ideologically charged Repub- 
lican party, rose out of the de- 
struction wreaked by the 2008 
financial crisis. At the core of 


OPINIONS 


Religious hierarchy impedes equitable America — Rub some dirt 


these radical movements, how- 
ever, has an entrenched 
return to traditionalist Chris- 
tian values reminiscent of the 
Puritanical witch-hunts of early 
colonial America. Brandishing a 
simplistic panacea for the ills of 
the country, these vitriolic fac- 
tions continue to lash out against 
those whom they identify as 
laying outside their religious- 
ideological beliefs. Whether it 
is a strong resentment towards 
poor Mexican migrant work- 
ers for taking their jobs, hateful 
attitude towards gay people as 
inherently different than hetero- 
sexuals or the comical belief that 
their black President is secretly 
a Communist/Socialist, these 
fringe groups have irrevocably 
altered the political terrain of our 
country. 


been 


But the most intriguing aspect 
of this orthodox revival might be 
the paradoxical re-embracement 
of the prevailing capitalist order 
by those exact same individuals 
whose lives it completely torn 
asunder through speculative 
gambling on Wall Street. The 
sight of figures like the Koch 
brothers being heartily wel- 
comed by these groups’ as sym- 
bolizing the epitome of honorable 
success has been puzzling. It is 
as obvious that these billionaires 
are simply looking to exploit the 
fervent megaphone of the Tea 
Party to further their own busi- 
ness interests as it is troubling 
to think the group can’t detect 
such deceit. Incessant chants for 
lower taxes, cuts in social spend- 
ing and annulment of the health- 
care initiative are antithetical to 
the peoples’ very interests. Here, 
religion’s powerful ideological 
magnet pulls more forcefully 
than anywhere else because, in- 
stead of realizing that the same 
individuals in whom they have 
imbued their trust are the ones 
indirectly responsible for their 
current malaise, the justification 
that we receive is an absurd in- 
vocation of some divine being’s 
“grand plan.” Behind these mis- 
guided conclusions are always 
the same corrupt religious lead- 
ers who possess a vested interest 
in protecting the status quo, all 
the while profiting immensely 
from the pittances of their fol- 
lowers. 


This corrupt business model 
the poor 
enclaves of the American South 
where magnificent evangelical 
mega-churches run by opulent 
pastors constantly proselytize 
the virtues of liberty espoused 
by the political Right. Citizens of 
states such as Arkansas, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana and Alabama, 
where some communities are 
stunningly similar to squalid 
caricatures of third-world na- 
tions, never fail to overwhelm- 
ing vote in favor of candidates 
who devoutly support socially 
policies. It seems 
counter-intuitive to think that 
a region, where the official pov- 
erty rate is a record high 17 per- 
cent, would consistently elect 
national representatives in re- 
lentless pursuit of economic ini- 
tiatives detrimental to their con- 
stituents’ livelihoods. 

The policy discussions domi- 
nating the electoral scene in 
these states revolve around is- 
sues like denying equal marriage 
benefits to same-sex couples, 
shutting down minor social pro- 
grams like Planned Parenthood 
and preventing a_ socialized 
model of national healthcare 
from restricting their freedoms 
(not that Obamacare satisfies 
such a model). Who are the main 
agents behind the support of this 
trivial and distracting political 
discourse? They are, in fact, the 
same leaders who every Sunday 
pontificate on equality and the 
necessity of building a more fair 
and just society. Yet, their expla- 
nations of why these end goals 
are not being effectively pur- 
sued ultimately circle back to the 
aforementioned talking points, 
rather than highlighting the 
grossly inequitable policies that 
form the bedrock of our current 
economic system. 

But this isn’t to say that the re- 
ligious establishment is the only 
minority block supporting a sta- 
tus quo pernicious to the inter- 
ests of the majority or even that 
they are always in favor of such 
a system. It is undeniable that the 
Church (particularly the Catho- 
lic Church) provides millions 
of poor Americans with critical 
material and spiritual support 
in times of need. Yet, the apathy 
of the main leaders within these 


thrives perfectly in 


regressive 


enormously influential centers 
of social life towards the most 
pressing issues facing our coun- 


try today is inexcusable. The 
reason for the shortcoming is 
not due to a lack of understand- 
ing but rather the unwillingness 
to stand against the unfair poli- 
cies from which they ultimately 
derive their exorbitant wealth 
and influence. For instance, the 
absurd law that renders a church 
tax-exempt has permitted many 
agents. within the Evangelical 
base to amass tremendous ma- 
terial wealth, which has permit- 
ted them to create almost mini 
fiefdoms within their respective 
locales. 

lo rail against these obviously 
biased policies would essen- 
tially require religious leaders 


to engage in activities opposed | 


to their best interests. But if his- 
tory has anything to tell us about 
such a prospect, it’s that this will 
never happen without a mass 
consensus among the rank and 
file. Sadly, the likelihood of this 
collective conscious organically 
forming seems quite bleak given 


the strength of the framework in | 


place to counteract it. Aided by 


powerful media conglomerates | 
with similar interests, religious 


leaders shield their congrega- 


tions from narratives that ex- | 


plore the foundational aspects of 
society’s problems. 

In spite of these challenges, 
the religious domain still has 
the potential to motivate large 


sectors of the American popu- | 


lation to demand real political 
and economic changes from the 
state. But for this to occur, there 
needs to be a sustained effort 
that works to highlight the sub- 
terfuge of the religious hierarchy 
while simultaneously providing 


a substantive vision for positive | 
change. More importantly, this | 
has to occur without encroach- | 


ing upon the individual's reli- 
gious beliefs. The goal should not 
be to insult the doctrines making 


up their core values, but rather to | 


demonstrate the possibility of a 
fairer and more just world where 
all individuals derive benefit — 
not simply a selected few. 


Sarallah Salehi is a sophomore 
majoring in math and political 
science. 


(lympic onlookers must fight Russian homophobia 


By CARISSA ZUKOWSKI 


ith the Win- 

ter Olympics 

in full swing, 

all eyes are on 

Russia. The 
Games at Sochi are attracting 
a surplus of media attention, 
ranging from reports on the 
unfinished hotel rooms to the 
invasive surveillance program 
implemented to avoid terrorist 
attacks. 

Earlier this month, however, 
exposé writer Jeff Sharlet re- 
ported an even more somber 
Russian reality in an article in 
GQ Magazine, titled “Inside the 
Iron Closet: What it’s like to 
be gay in Putin’s Russia.” For 
those looking for a worthwhile 
read (or even just procrastina- 
tors bored of BuzzFeed), I highly 
recommend this short report 
on a world far away from our 
own. 

Sharlet paints the reality of 
life under Putin’s iron fist, ex- 
posing Russia’s acceptance of 
violent hate crimes. But more 
importantly, his article gives an 
explicit voice to the voiceless. 
He does not hide the dangers 
of his investigative reporting 
as he meanders through the 
treacherous waters of LGBT ac- 

‘tivism, interviewing activists, 
victims and Cossacks. Through 
their stories, we see a passion- 
ate screenshot of what life is 
like in Russia. Their citizens 
lack security and safety from 
the law, the Orthodox Church, 
and they are legally persecuted 
by both the Cossacks and the 
lay citizen. 

It is evident that homosexu- 
ality is fundamentally wrong in 
the eyes of the Russian majority. 

_ Earlier this year, Putin passed 
a law prohibiting the distribu- 


ambiguity; because the defini- 
tion of “gay propaganda” is left 
open for interpretation, it gives 
the power to the Cossacks and to 
homophobic Russian citizens to 
interpret and enforce its mean- 
bakes bc 

Later in the year, Putin hopes 
to pass a law that will remove 
children from homes with gay 
parents. It appears the Russian 
leader would rather dismember 
a family out of hate and lack of 
understanding than risk having 
a globalized society that accepts 
gays. 

The ban on gay propaganda 
has attracted a lot of media at- 
tention, but how will fans and 
athletes handle it during the 
Winter Games? Many have 
been encouraged to fight the 
good fight by protesting the 
ban, but there are also some 
who feel protest ‘is useless. Fox 
News reported that Daniela 
Iraschko-Stolz of Austria, an 
openly gay women’s ski-jump- 
er competing in the Games, 
claims that protesting is irrel- 
evant as “no one cares” in Rus- 


sia. She further opined that the - 
‘ban is an internal social con- 


cern that will work itself out in 
due time. 

This particular athlete’s pas- 
sivity is disheartening and 


disappointing. Ultimately, it. 


is her decision what she does 
with her voice, but it’s a pity 
that she chooses not to involve 
herself even as she has the op- 
portunity to sustain change. 
The entire world is watching 
the athletes at Sochi. Typically 
I would agree with the idea to 
stay out of someone else’s busi- 
ness, but there is something so 
twisted about the reality of the 
world in this instance. Hosting 
the Winter Games is an honor 
that should be regarded with 
the highest level of prestige, 


sian government is attempting 
a eradication of homosexuality 
in their country. 

The acceptance of violence 
and brutality is a social norm 
for Russian citizens of Russia. 
Looking at our nation’s history, 
we too used to accept preju- 
diced discrimination, but with 
the activism of great humani- 
tarians, such as Harvey Milk 
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
we eradicated unjust hate at the 
federal level. While there still 
are hate groups, our govern- 
ment no longer condones the 
separation of blacks and whites. 
Definite progress has been 
made. 

In more modern times, we 
see even more progress in cre- 
ating a more humane and ac- 
cepting living environment. 
The LGBT community thrives 
compared to what it used to 
be. Earlier in the twentieth 


Change may have 
taken a while to ac- 
complish, but we only 
succeeded because of 
the perseverance of 


courageous activists... 


century, Greenwich Village 
underwent raids against the 
homosexual community, but 
now, states are legalizing gay 
marriage. Change may have 
taken a while to accomplish, 
but we only succeeded because 
of the perseverance of coura- 
geous activists willing to risk 
their personal safety and com- 
fort for the greater good of the 
community and for the future 
generations to come. 

While we watch Russia this 


ist within their borders. If the 
rest of the world puts pressure 
on Putin, over time, something 
is bound to happen. Civil injus- 
tices do not go unnoticed for- 
ever. 
There comes a point where 
one side must fold, and if, God 
forbid, Putin continues with 
his suggestive extermination 
of people based on their sex- 
ual orientation, the rest of the 
world will have no choice but 


to engage out of moral prin- | 


ciple. 

The reality of the situation is 
reminiscent of the beginning 
of humanity’s horrid past hate 
crimes, such as the acts of the 
KKK and the Holocaust. The fun- 
damental differences between 
the government's: treatment of 
people opens the door to poten- 
tial international conflict. Will 
this lead to another instance of 
the iron curtain hiding the world 
from the citizens of Eastern Eu- 
rope? 

The United States legislative 
branches of government are 
fighting to create a society of 
safety and prosperity, whereas 
Russia is furthering a divide 
out of dated fear. In this stand- 
still, we are forced to standby 
and watch humans be stripped 
of their freedom. The pain in 
my chest I feel when I think 
about these realities makes me 
thankful for the country I live 
in, but also makes me anxious 
for the future of the rest of the 
world. : 


We must look out of Rain bub- | 


ble and ask ourselves what we 
can do to help protect those who 
have done nothing but be them- 
selves. 


Carissa Zukowski is a fresh-— 


man from Baltimore, Md. She 
has not yet decided what to ma- 
jor in. She is a Staff Writer for 


With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


on it: Defend- 
ing athletic 
violence 


By WILL MARCUS 


ay back in the 


day (~10,000 
BC), the only 
sport on Earth 
was killing 


stuff. There really wasn’t much to 
do besides killing people. . .and 
making people. Sometimes for 
better and most of the time for 
worst, violence is an integral part 
of what makes us human. I’m 
here to talk about “the better.” 
Violence is under attack in 
schools and in sports. Three Virgin- 
ian middle schoolers were expelled 
last September for waging an air- 
soft battle on their own yard while 
waiting for the bus one morning. 


| These types of knee-jerk reactions 


to violence are just the beginning 
of this oppressive, paternalistic 
movement. Those kids were just 
doing what kids have done since 
the dawn of time: imitate stupid 
sh™ they think is cool. When I was 
in middle school, I wore a back- 
wards white Volcom hat daily and 


| busted my obese middle school ass 


ona tiny Walmart skateboard with 
a Blink 182 graphic on the bottom. 
Even if only for a few fleeting mo- 
ments, I lived out my fantasies of 
“Tony Hawk Pro Skater” on the 
Nintendo 64, just like those kids 
lived out theirs from “Call of Duty.” 
Even cooler: unlike those dweebs, I 
almost talked to a girl. 

These childhood fantasies, no 
matter how unbelievably stupid 
they are, teach us valuable lessons 
without causing any real harm 
besides cuts and bruises. When 
your grandpa acted out his middle 
school war fantasies, he most like- 
ly got trench foot and a sucking, 
chest wound. How do you think 
he feels when he hears that the lo- 
cal elementary school banned run- 
ning on the playground? It prob- 
ably gives him one more excuse to 
hate you and what your generation 
is doing to the world. 

Logically speaking, this at- 
tack on violence is robbing kids 
of a very important part of their 
development. In the real world, 
there are absolutely winners and 
losers. My high school football 
coach always told us to get as low 
as possible, drive our feet as hard 
as possible and throw every fiber 
of our being into every impact. 
But this wasn’t to inflict injury — 
it was to prevent us from getting 
injured by the other guy. 

Just like the gridiron, the world 
is an inherently violent place. Those 
who don't learn to face conflict with 
tenacity will repeatedly and un- 
doubtedly get their sh** wrecked. 
Exposure to controlled physical 
violence in our formative years pre- 
pares us for the far more cutthroat 
psychological violence we all face 
on a daily basis as adults. 

Professional athletes who make 
their living in blood are becoming 
polarizing figures. A growing mi- 
nority believes that mixed martial 
arts fighters — and even now foot- 
ball players — make poor role mod- 
els, and they campaign to neuter 
or even ban these types of sports. 
But this attitude isn’t just an over- 
reaction: it’s intolerant. Some dudes 
genuinely get their rocks off from 
beating the crap out of other dudes 
and don’t seemingly mind it very 
much when somebody else beats it 
out of them. What's the difference 
between this and dudes who get 
their rocks off from, say, having sex 
with other dudes? The groups who 
seek to deny the fighter the right to 
live his life the way he wants are 
no better than those other groups 
who seek to deny a gay man from 
living his life the way he wants. 
Both groups think that they “know 
better,” so they preach these self- 
satisfying messages of moral supe- 
riority from atop oozing heaps of 
bullsh** and shamelessly tell others 
how they should live their lives. 

These athletes know the risks 
of their violent sports, and they 
voluntarily brave them; nobody 

is holding a gun to their head. As 
Coach Ed enjoyed saying, “let the 
boys play.” a i 

Will Marcus is a Sophomore: 
from Austin, T.X. He is double 
majoring in International Stud- 
ies and Spanish. He is a humor 


tion of “gay propaganda” to 
minors in Russia. One issue of 
particular concern is the law’s 
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winter, we should not passively 


but yet behind the festivities 
ignore the social issues that ex- 


and the competition, the Rus- 
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The News-Letter Opinions sec- 


columnist for the Opinions sec- 
tion. : 
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Asian Chipotle eatery satisfies 


By SALLY HWANG 
Your Weekend Editor 


This past Saturday | 
was called to DC for an 
internship event and took 
the opportunity to visit 
ShopHouse in Dupont Cir- 
cle. Known as the “Asian 
Chipotle,” ShopHouse is 
exactly that. Run by Chipo- 
tle, the restaurant follows 
the same principles of 
“food with integrity” and 
the same manner of service. 

As a huge fan of Chipo- 
tle (I mean, who isn’t?) I 
was quite excited to try 
ShopHouse. There are only 
five locations in the United 
States, compared to the 
hundreds of Chipotles. The 
one in Dupont was the first 
test run, after which they 
decided to expand. Of the 
five, three are in Southern 
California, and the fourth 
is in Bethesda. 

ShopHouse’s décor was 
quite similar to Chipotle’s 
laid back, minimalist but 
homey style. But there were 
some Asian accents like a 
long shelf, extending the 
length of a wall, filled com- 
pletely with sriacha bottles. 

The system was the 
same as Chipotle, leav- 
ing customers to call out 
their choices as the servers 


mixed them in a bowl be- 
hind the counter. I chose 
the pork and chicken meat- 
balls after some 
rave reviews about them 
on Yelp. The rest of my 
bowl included jasmine rice, 
broccoli, spicy red curry, 
pickled vegetables and 
crispy g 

No descriptive review 
could have prepared me 
for the savory heaven that 
the pork and chicken meat- 


reading 


garlic. 


balls brought. They were, 
quite honestly, the best 
meatballs I’ve ever had 


in my life and possibly as 
good as meatballs can ever 
get. So ignore the chicken 
satay, grilled steak and 
most certainly the tofu. Get 
the meatballs. 

The rest of my bowl was 
delicious but not anything 
noteworthy. The curry had 
a good lev ‘el of spice — not 
too hard and not too weak. 
The broccoli was seasoned 
with an unexpected chili- 
vinegar mixture that gave 
it a slightly spicy flavor. In 
true Chipotle fashion, the 
portion was pretty big. I felt 
about as satisfied as | do af 
ter a delicious burrito bowl 
with steak and guacamole. 

It's worth defending 
ShopHouse here and saying 
that they are still in the ca- 


sual dining/fast food chain 


category. Though I would 
say that their food is impres- 
sively fresh and yummy for 
fast food, it seems wrong to 
judge them in the same cat- 
egory as a more sit-down 
style restaurant. 

two. cri- 
tiques | do offer though. 


[here are 


First, the coconut rice and 
mango parfait they offer 
is terrible. It’s 
tiny and 80 percent rice. 
Definitely the 
much bet- 
ter off crossing the street 
to Kramerbooks & After- 
words Café, which is open 
ridiculously late with Yelp- 
famous desserts. 

Second, 


as “dessert” 
not worth 


money. You're 


ShopHouse 
could offer so much more. 
I was imagining a better 
version of the One Bowl 
station in Levering but was 
sorely disappointed to see 
that ShopHouse only offers 
three sauces and no noodle 
soup options. If ShopHouse 
wants to continue calling 
itself the “Asian Chipotle,” 
it’s going to have to offer a 
lot more Asian foods. 
Overall, | wouldn’t rec- 
ommend going to DC just 
to try ShopHouse, but it’s 
worth a try if you're in the 
area and not looking to 
spend a lot of money. 


MINXSOCIETY.COM 
ShopHouse’s interior is reminiscent of Chipotle’s plywood minimalist style with a definite Asian twist. 


A snapshot of Witness Theater members performing their 2013 


THEJHUBARNSTORMERS.ORG 
fall show, Noises Off by Michael Frayn. 


B’more, Hopkins theater scene thrives 


By PAM HUGI 


Guest Columnist 


This past weekend, 
both on and off campus, 
there was a lot of theater 
going on in Baltimore. 

On Friday, I performed 
with my improv troupe, 
“The Buttered Niblets,” in 
our final show before we 
head to Chicago to com- 
pete at the College Improv 
Tournament Nationals. 
This is the second year in 
a row we have won the 
Philadelphia regional of 
the tournament, which 
means we will play with 
11 of the top college im- 
prov troupes in the nation 
again in March. Last Fri- 
day’s show was the first 


| time all 10 members got 


to perform together this 
year which made at extra 
special. 


veThe following aa sda 


went with a friend to the 
Everyman Theater’ and 
saw a production of Crimes 
of the Heart, a play by Beth 
Henley about three sis- 


| | ters being reunited after 


the youngest shoots her 


| husband. Something I’ve 
| always loved about Bal- 


timore and the Baltimore 
art scene is that not only 
are the theaters here inti- 


mate with great produc- 
tion quality but also that 
the theater companies are 
totally willing to experi- 
ment and do some weird 
stuff. 

This is refreshing com- 
pared to other cities where 
theater has become a more 
stagnant art form. The art 
scene is so young here that 
we get the chance to see 
it grow. Sometimes this 
means watching the more 
awkward growth-spurts, 
but other times, like with 
Crimes of the Heart, we get 
to see an energetic theater 
company taking on a clas- 
sic and making it their 
own. 

That evening I traveled 
back to campus in order 
to catch Throat Culture’s 
24-Hour Show. The com- 
edy sketch group collected 
ge stions for sketches on 


ten w her the clock struck 


8 p.m. on Friday, began 
to write and practice in a 
flurry in order to put up 
a show by 8 p.m. the next 
day. 

I always love the Throat 
Culture 24-hour shows be- 
cause they are so full of 
energy. Despite the fact 
that the members of the 
group have barely slept, 


elven 


they are all pumped up 
and ready to be ridiculous 
by the time the audience 
arrives. 

Sketches ranged from 
11 year-old riot girls tor- 
menting their baby-sitter 
to a member of the cast, 
Utkarsh Rajawat, sitting 
alone on the stage eat- 
ing a doughnut and mak- 
ing whale noises. Every 
sketch was fresh, silly and 
so much fun to watch. The 
audience was in on the joke 
with the troupe. 

Neither the cast nor 
the audience really knows 
what a 24-hour show will 
look like until it happens. 
This calls for trust between 
the audience and the ac- 
tors; a bond is formed in a 
sort of “well we’ll see how 
this goes” as the two par- 
ties prepare to have a little 


and atpstens scene both on 
and off campus is an amaz- 
ing way to spend a week- 
end. I highly recommend 
it. If you are looking to 
explore more of Baltimore, 
some other really, cool the- 
aters to check out around 
Baltimore are Single Car- 
rot Theater, Everyman 
Theater, The Strand and 
Centerstage. 


Noteworthy Events 


wane i) Charm City Cakes Valentine Ruifled Cake | 
—_ | Class 
I a.m. 


Sat. Feb. 15 
Charm City Cakes 


Learn from the world-famous patissiers 
at Charm City Cakes this weekend as they 
hold a class on cake-making. Tickets are a 
bit pricey, $150 per person. There is a 15 per- 
cent discount for groups of two or more. Par- 
ticipants will receive an iced six-inch cake 
and will learn the proper way to fondant it. 
Don’t let allergies or dietrary preferences 
deter you; they have vegan and gluten-free 
options. The class will teach basic airbrush 
skills and the right way to adhere ruffles to a 
cake for a fun Valentine’s day weekend. 


~~ COMEDIANS.ABOUT.COM JASON PERSSE VIA FLICKR 
Comedian Ralphie May performs (left); Kanye West at MOMA (right). 


DRAFTHOUSECOM 
Rocky Horror Picture Show (left); Hopkins Symphony Orchestra (right). 


Calendar 


Ralphie May (Magooby’ Joke 


JHU-EDU/JHSO 


TOPWORKPLACES.COM 
Miss Shirley's Cafe, a Baltimore classic, is participating in restaurant week. 


Baltimore Annual Winter Restaurant 
Week irs 


2/13 


: ; era House) 
Various Times eer : 
cing: ilmed Record... Mont- 
Sun. Feb. 16 - Sun. Feb. 23 gomery to Memphis (The Charles 
Downtown Baltimore Theatre) 
Baltimore Winter Restaurant Week is back ) 14 panye Weak eae arena) 


despite the rather chilly winter. During the 
event, various restauarnts in Charm City 
will offer three-course dinners for either $20 
or $30. A few select places will also offer a 
two-course fixed-price lunch for $15. Among 
those participating are the B&O Ameri- 
can Brasserie, Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse 
& Wine Bar, Fleet Street Kitchen, Gordon 
Biersch Brewery Restaurant, Miss Shirley’s 
Cafe in the Inner Harbor, Phillips Seafood, 


Ruth’s Chris Steak House and many many pe we REUBEN INGBER VIA FLICKR | [1 
DOR delicious eateries. oy The exterior of chat City Cakes, famous from the ai Ace ak Cakes. Baa: 


Witness Theater Show (Gwimow 
Theater) 


Katt Williams (DAR Consitution 
Hall) 


2// 


‘ 5 \ 


Rocky Horror Picture show (re ; 
lano Theater) & “3 


mY 


Hopkins Guephacee ipa pites 
Chamber Concert Beatea id In- 
terfaith Cente’ ; 
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Arrow is an epic thrill for fans of fantasy and adventure Throat Culture 
show wows crowd 


Audiences should prepare to be simultaneously 


ight 


across 


the 


criminal 
underground stirs to life 
lock 
themselves in their homes 
in fear. Gangs take to the 
Street to fight their wars. 
Black markets deals see the 


Frightened citizens 


exchange ot 
weaponry The 
on the unwary, 


nesses doesn’t matter. 
Then, 


from the shadows, emerg- 
es a lone warrior. Armed 


with skills 
normal 


not 
men, 
he dispatches 
the villains 


with frighten- 


falls 
the 
city, as 


seedy 


every thing 
trom drugs to automatic 
corrupt 
bureaucrats set their thugs 
whether 
to collect debts or kill wit- 


mysteriously 


seen in 


into sub- 
mission, he 
leaves an 
eerie mes- 
sage: “You 
have failed 
this city.” 

No, he’s 
not Bat- 
man. 


What 
he is, is 
the pro- 
tagonist of 
series sim- 
ply _ titled 
“ATTOW,. 
which _ be- 
gan syndi- 
cation on 
The CW 
roughly 


Flashframe 
Film Reviews 


one year ago. 
Based on the 


ing efficiency. DC Comics 
Gunmen flee hero Green 
as their bul- Arrow, the se- 


lets miss their 
mark; brawlers 
fall, unable to 
match the war- 
rior in combat; 
and tar- 
get — shrinks, 
frightened and 
broken by the 
picture of ret- 
ribution before 
them. And as 


yb: 


his 


Be 


Freborg 


his veiled 
face stares the offenders 


ries currently 
rests at 36 
episodes aired 
over its — to 
this point — 
two season 
run. I decided 
to look into the 
series’ quality, 
and I was very 
pleasantly sur- 
prised with what I found. 
The main _ protago- 


COURTESY OF LUNAJRV VIA FANPOP | 
Arrow \s an epic journey into fantasy, myth and science fiction that will please fans 


nist of the series is Oliver 
Queen, heir to the billion- 
aire Queen family of the 
fictional Star City. Young, 
wealthy and reckless, he is 
best known for his exces- 
sive partying, questionably 
legal antics and assaults on 
Paparazzi. 

However, his life is 
drastically undone when 
he sets out on a cruise 
on his private yacht with 
his father and Sarah, the 
younger sister of the wom- 
an Oliver is dating. In what 
seems like a critical me- 
chanical failure, the yacht 


COURTESY OF STELENAVAMP VIA FANPOP 
Arrow has a very interesting time sequence with both a logical plotline and disorienting flashbacks in time. 


Love songs set the 


By AUBREY ALMANZA 


Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Music speaks to human 
emotion. This Valentines 
Day, whether you're at one 
end of the spectrum feel- 
ing madly in love or, con- 
versely, recently single, 
there is a song here for you. 
Tip: If you want to give a 
thoughtful gift or set the 
tone with romantic melo- 
dies, add these songs to a 
personalized playlist and 
reap the benefits! 


IS LOVE IN THE AIR? Do 
YOU HAVE A ROMANTIC 


EVENING PLANNED? 
ARE © YOU CELEBRAT- 


ING AN ANNIVERSARY? 
EMBELLISH YOUR MILE- 
STONE WITH THESE LOV- 
ING SONGS THAT SPAN 
MULTIPLE GENRES: 


“May Waltz:” Brooke Fraser 


“Until the Last Falling Star:” 
Mathew Perryman Jones 


“Hold Onto My Heart:” 
Graham Colton 


“Angel:” Jack Johnson 


“What I Wouldn't Do:” 
A Fine Frenzy 


“Vd Rather Be With You:” 


Joshua Radin 


“Turning Page:” 
Sleeping At Last 


“January Wedding:” 
The Avett Brothers 


“The Girl” City and Colour 


“To Whom it May Con- 
cern:” The Civil Wars 


“Can't Help Falling in 
Love:” Ingrid Michaelson 
(Cover) 


“Oh, My Darling:” Basia 
Bulat 


“Homeless:” Del Water Gap 


“Next to Me:” Sleeping at 
Last 


“Darling I Do:” Landon Pigg 


“You and Me:” . Mathew 
Barber 


“Let’s Be Still:” The Head 
And The Heart » 


“A Face to Call Home:” 


_John Mayer’ 


“Wanted:” Hunter Hayes” 
“Crazier:” Taylor Swift 


“Dance With Me Tonight:” 
Olly Murs 


See PLAYLIST, pace B4 


Five minutes 


| By RACHEL WITKIN - 


Valentines Day tone 


| Black’s “Friday,” produced 
| by Patrice Wilson, came 


Staff Writer 


Ever since Rebecca 


out, it’s been perfectly ac- 
ceptable to make fun of 


to get ridiculed. Their par- 
ents must know this too, 
but they seem to be totally 
fine with shelling out the 
money so their children 
can follow their dreams 
and get famous. 


‘ shocked and thrilled 


breaks apart at sea causing 
Sarah to drown. As Queen 
and his father drift on a 
lifeboat, Oliver’s father 
kills himself but not before 
telling Oliver a deadly se- 
cret: that the Queen family 
has failed his city and that 
Oliver must right his fa- 
ther’s wrongs. Receiving a 
book of names, Oliver ship- 
wrecks on an uncharted | 
island, where he remains 
for five years; after his fi- 
nal rescue, he returns to 
Star City, donning a green | 
hood, taking up a bow and 
begins hunting down the | 
men on his father’s list one 
at a time. 

The plot is broken 
into two story segments. 
Chronologically, the se- 
ries begins immediately 
following Oliver’s rescue 
from the island and focus- 
es primarily on his exploits 
as the Green Arrow. How- 
ever, the show frequently 


flashes back to his time on | 


the island, showing just 
what happened in those 
five years to turn him into 
such a fierce warrior and 
explain why he chooses to | 
use a bow. | 


Now, the story features 

a number of superhero cli- 
chés: the costumed hero, | 
troubled past, conflicts | 
between the vigilante and | 
SEE ARROW, Pace B5 


They also seem to be 
totally fine with letting 
their children spend an 
excessive amount of time 
with Wilson, who always 
raps in each of their vid- 
eos and comes off as ex- 
tremely creepy. He’s usu- 


bunch of preteen girls in’ 
these videos with no par- 
ents around. In one of his 
last videos with Alison 
Gold (the highly creative 
“KBCDEFG”), he roofies a 
bunch of children while 


By ALLI GRECO 


Arts & Entertainment Editor 

On Saturday, Throat 
Culture, Hopkins’‘s _ pre- 
miere sketch comedy 
troupe, kicked off the 
spring semester in hilari- 
ous style with its “Wel- 


come Back 24-Hour Show” 
in Arellano Theater. De- 
spite the troupe’s small 
size, over the course of one 
hour, they served up such 
heaping helping of hilarity 
that Arellano nearly shook 
with thunderous laughter. 

Senior Geordan Wil- 
liams, a member of Throat 


| Culture explained that the 


concept of the 24-Hour 
Show is that it is essentially 
written for and by the au- 
dience. Namely, fans of the 
event page on Facebook 
had the opportunity to 
post ideas for sketches that 
Throat Culture would then 
select. Over the course of 
24 hours, its members re- 
hearsed the _ fleshed-out 
sketches and then ulti- 
mately acted them out for 
students at the Saturday 
night show. The _ initial 


sketch ideas ranged from 
the completely random to 
the utterly absurd to the 


LEON SANTHAKUMAR/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
| Throat Culture’s 24-Hour Show was an amazing all-around performance. 


pretending he’s giving 
them love potions because 
that’s way more of an ac- 
ceptable explanation. But 
it’s nothing compared to 
that time that he played 
the pimp to Gold’s prosti- 
tute, which happened in 


“Shush Up.” 

No matter how terrible 
all of Wilson’s videos have 
been in the past, nothing 
compares how inappro- 
priate and unacceptable 
“Shush Up,” is. It starts off 


outright hilarious. What- 
ever the nature of these 
ideas, they all had to be 
“jumping, off points” to get 
the imagina- 
tions going. 

[he show itself was an 
absolute success, as indi- 
cated by the audience's 
overwhelmingly positive 
reaction to each sketch. 

It started off by merci- 
lessly goofing on Arizona. 
Throat Culture members 
branded Arizona as the 
home state of endless, cac- 
tus-replete deserts, racial 
profiling, Arizona Iced Tea 


comedians’ 


and gun shops. 

“Fun fact: You do not 
need a license to carry a 
concealed weapon in Ari- 
zona!,” one boy gleefully 
exclaimed. 

Students in the audi- 
ence were having such 
a good time with this 
sketch. Judging by the ex- 
plosive laughter through- 
out the room, it was clear 
that the audience did not 
see this as an overt assault 
on Arizona. Rather, it was 
a light-hearted mock- 
ery of the sillier things 
in society, a habit which 
many people are guilty of 
See THROAT CULTURE, pace B4 


ol Jame aren't worth the underage shame 


with Gold, who is barely 
wearing anything, rob- 
bing a jewelry store and 
getting caught. In jail, she’s 
handcuffed to an electric 
chair, and she says that 
her last words are “Gold is 
the new black.” Get it? Cut 


anything to a bunch 
and ev- of skimpy 
erything dancers 
he  pro- and Gold 
Gu eye, dressed 
All of his entirely 
videos in gold, 
are terri- singing 

| ble, auto- over and 
tuned and over again 
feature ATO SCAM 
12-year- the water, 
old _ girls turn up 
who, es- the heat, 
pecially in turn it 
the wake up now, 
of pop turn it 
culture’s up now,” 
obs e's'- because 
sion with this en- 
Black, tire song 
have at just has 
least some to be sex- 
under- ual, even 
stand- though 
ing that she’s 12. 
they’re Then she’s 
going to getting 
get their electro- 
15 min- cuted, 
utes of CLIPHQRU which is 
fame, but Alison Gold's recent music video, “Shush Up,” debuted recently and has been stirring controversy among viewers. what she 
they’ré seemed to 
also going ally hanging out with a - his latest video with Gold, want. 


So Wilson not only 
thinks that it’s appropri- 
ate to electrocute pros- 
titutes, but that they're 
asking for it. The chorus 
then builds into a _ fast 

See SHUSH UP, pace B5 


B4 


THROAT CULTURE, From B3 
Following this rip roaring 
spectacle, a couple of sim- 
ple set pieces were moved 
onto the stage for the next 
sketch. The minimalist set 
served to Throat Culture’s 
advantage, as it focused 
most of the audience’s at- 
tention on the actors and 


their incredible comedic 
skills. 

The next sketch moved 
away from the Arizona 


riff and onto an interview 
at Microsoft gone bad. An 
interviewer from hell ques- 
tions (or rather, scares the 
living daylights out of) a 
young, promising appli- 
cant. 


“I’m Will Stevenson.” 
begins the interviewer. 
“Most people call me 
“harddrive.” 


Right from the begin- 
ning, it is clear that this is 
no ordinary interviewer, 
and that this will prove 
to be a very uncomfort- 
able — but very hilari- 
ous — interview, some- 
thing that many Hopkins 
students can relate to. 
Rather than asking stan- 
dard interview questions 
about prior experience 
and personal attributes, 
Stevenson launches into 
his explicit sexual history, 
among other incredibly 
awkward topics. Com- 
pletely creeped out by Ste- 
venson and about to leave 
the interview room, the 
applicant happens upon 
Bill Gates, who ultimately 
fires “Harddrive” and 
hires the applicant on the 
spot. Another wildly suc- 
cessful sketch was thus 
added to the books. 

Another, shorter high- 
light of the show was more 


lacking in dialogue, but 
was no less funny. It fea- 
tured a small circle of old, 
West Virginian men sitting 
in their lawn chairs, legs 
lazily splayed, beer in hand 
and watching the Super 
Bowl, or rather “Sheeper 
Bowl.” 

It was as if this concept 
was ripped from the quiet, 
hilarious and Midwest- 
centric screenplay of the 
film, Nebraska. The Throat 
Culture sketch proved that 
laughter can be induced 
just from watching the si- 
lent actions of caricature- 
like people that several 
students might have en- 
countered in real life. 

The sketch that brought 
down the house, though, 
was like an abbreviated 
version of the television 
game show, Hollywood 
Squares. However, the 
Throat Culture version 
was called, “Which mem- 
ber of [Throat Culture] are 
you?!” 

After 
member of the audience, 
the Throat Culture mem- 
bers, each in a different 
“square,” were told to an- 
swer certain questions. For 
example, they had to an- 
swer to “Which spirit ani- 
mal are you?,” to which one 
member, self-described 
as a vegetarian, answered 
“celery.” i 

After this sketch was 
over, it was a while until all 
of the laughter died down, 
and the audience began 
to clear out. It was appar- 
ent by the high attendance 
and positive reaction by 


Culture’s “Welcome Back 
24-Hour Show” was a huge 
success. 


| on 


pulling out a | 
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Throat Culture provides Native Americans identified in Vatican art 
Interactive experlence 


By ALLI GRECO 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 
The Vatican might 
seem an unlikely place for 
any trace of Native Amer- 
ican life to end up, but in 
mid-2013, conservation- 
ists in the Borgia Apart- 
ments discovered several 
native men hidden in the 
background of a paint- 
ing by a very prominent 
artist. The 
Resurrection, 
completed 
by Italian 
Renaissance 
artist Pintur- 
richio in 1494, 
was’ housed 
in an area 
of the Vati- 
can that had 
gone largely 
unoccupied 
for nearly 500 
years. For- 
| merly inhab- 
| ited by Pope 
Alexander VI 
in the 1400s, a 
Spanish pope 
with a repu- 
tation for 
corruption, 
the Borgia 
Apartments 


Antonio 
Director of the 
Vatican Museums, said. 


to be dancing,”, 
Paolucci, 


It is easy to see how 
these native figures could 
have gone unnoticed for 
so long by Vatican staff. 
One of the main char- 
acters in the painting is 
Pope Alexander in ornate 
robes, kneeling and pray- 
ing to the left of Christ’s 


tomb. Christ himself is 


and whose scant clothing 
clashes with the heavy 
robes of the pontiff. 


However, further ex- 
amination of European 
imperialistic history 


clarifies this schism. Two 
years before The Resur- 
rection completed, 
Christopher Columbus 
conquered the West In- 
dies, a trip that was 


was 


funded by the Spanish 


FEBRUARY 13, 2014 


any known town or vil- 
lage. The accompanying 
text illuminates just what 
Columbus observed. 


“This island and _ all 
the others are very fertile 
to a limitless degree. . .Its 


lands are high; there are 
in it many sierras and very 
lofty mountains, beyond 
comparison with that of 
Tenerife. All are most 
beautiful, of a thousand 
shapes; all 
are accessible 
and are filled 
with trees of 
a thousand 
kinds and 
tall, that 
they seem 
to touch the 
sky.” 

After being 
initially capti- 
vated by the 
landscape of 
this unfamil- 
iar island, Co- 
lumbus was 
completely 
surprised by 
the foreign, 
yet intrigu- 
ing behavior 
of the Native 
Americans, 
whom he de- 


SO 


| contained a picts in the 
| cycle’ of fres- = print as being 
| coes that =| nude and shy, 
recently un- i yet generous 
derwent a LATINAMERICANSTUDIES.ORG with _ offer- 
serious con- Christopher Columbus's journal entries are likely to have inspired one of the Vatican’s religious paintings. ings. 
|servation “The peo- 


| process. While removing 


| could be 
the audience that Throat | 


a thick layer of grime 
the aforementioned 
painting, conservation- 


| ists discovered small fig- 


ures in the background 
who looked like they 
Native Ameri- 
cans: 

“We see nude men, 
decorated with feathered 
headdresses who appear 


seen resurrecting from 
the dead, and the whole 
scene is bordered by 
church-like arches and 
lush forestry in the back- 
ground. With such promi- 
nent religious images, one 
would not exactly expect 
an appearance by Native 
Americans, whose rituals 
seems wholly unrelated 
to that of Catholic Rome 


PLAYLIST, From B3 


IF YOUVE HAD THE MIS- 
FORTUNE OF RECENTLY 
GETTING DUMPED, ARE 
CURRENTLY MISSING 
SOMEONE, LOVE SOME- 
ONE WHO'S TAKEN OR 
ARE NATURALLY HEART- 
BROKEN AND LONELY: 


“No Regrets:” Forest Sun 


“Gone 
Schwartz 


Away:” —_ Lucy 


“Say Something:” 
A Great Big World 
“Gravity:” Sara Bareillis 


“Are We There Yet:” 
Ingrid Michaelson 


“Careful:” Guster 


“Girl From the North 
County Fair:” Johnny Cash 


“Don’t Know Why:” 
Norah Jones © 


“Paper Sails:” Stu Larsen 
“What Now:” Rihanna _ 


“Don’t You Retnember!! 
Adele © 4 geist 


. 


By DEVIN ALESSIO 
For The News-Letter 


he way I. see 

it, ’d rather be 

alone on Val- 

entine’s Day 

than date any 
of my gentleman call- 
ers at press time. (Read: 
There are none.) Besides, 
hanging out with my 
guy friends at school has 
give n 
mer, an. 
insight 
into the 
male 
psyche 
tahoatat 
terri. 
fies me. 
H-o p = 
kins 
men 
Degteet 
dettscet 
tape on 
the car- 
pet so 
they know that when. 
dirt starts to take the 
shape of their name 
they know they need 
to vacuum. They try 
to convince you it’s to- 
tally normal to write 
narrative poems about 
the Playboy Mansion. 
They add more water 
to a bottle of shampoo 
instead of walking to 
Eddie’s to buy a new 
bottle. All evidence 
points to me, myself 
and a bottle of wine 
this Valentine’s Day, 
and I’m looking for- 
ward to it. 


I'd be hard-pressed to 
find anyone on this campus 
that could hold a candle 
against the men I've found 
in movies, television and 
books when I'm supposed 
to be doing my homework. 
Here’s some qualitative 
evidence that fictional men 
do it better than Hopkins 
dudes any day: 


1) Seth Cohen, Tie O.C. 


Anyone who's watched 


PETEANDCO VIA FANPOP 


The O.C. post-2003 knows 
that Summer Roberts was 
far too cool to be dating 
Seth, and that’s just not 
how high school works. 
The hard, cold truth is 
that any Hopkins girl 
would appreciate Seth’s 
adorable quirks. You 
like Death Cab? Seth’s 
bought you front row 
tickets to their latest con- 
cert. You like holidays? 


: i SARAg2 VIA FANPOP 
Clockwise from top left: Ron Weasley, Tom 
Hansen and Seth Cohen are perfect boyfriends. 


Seth’s created his own. 
You like burritos? Seth 
loves burritos. You like 
comic books? Seth de- 
signs comic books. And 
even though you were 
supposed to be tuning in 
for the then-hunky Ryan 
Atwood (Wife beaters? So 
edgy.), you have to admit 
Seth Cohen’s got it going 
on. 


2) Ron Weasley, Harry Potter 
Harry may be The Cho- 


sen One, but I’d choose | 


Weasley over HP any day. 
If Hopkins was Hogwarts, 
Harry would be the angst- 
ridden, egotistical Writ- 
ing Sems major that keeps 
trying to tell you about 
his existential poetry in 
the shape of dementors, 
while Ron would keep 
you laughing during even 
the most miserable of all- 
nighters on D-level. Not 
ome ity, 
would 
t+ ihigee 
Wielaisi 
leys be 
C0) On! 
with 
you 
coming 
to visit 
for ex: 
tended 
periods 
of the 
sum - 
me. ry, 
they'd 
invite you to the Quid- 
ditch World Cup with 
them, too. At least Ron’s 
into nerds — Hermione 
Granger, you've got 
competition. 


3) Tom, (500) Days of 
Summer 


I've never under- 
stood all of the hype 
about Zooey Descha- 
nel, and I’m pretty sure 
it has a lot to do with 
the way her character 
treats Joseph Gordon- 
Levitt’s during the 
movie. HAVE YOU 
SEEN HOW BEAUTIFUL 
THIS MAN IS?!?! If a guy 
likes Mike Nichols mov- 
ies, actually volunteers 
to sing at karaoke night 
and works a sweater vest, 
you put on a ring on that, 
STAT. : 


Alas, some things are 
just too good to be true. 
Hopkins men with liter- 
ary taste: call me, pesh 
me, if you want to reac 
me. If you're an engineer, 
it’s OK. 


Catholic monarchs. In ex- 
change for their generos- 
ity, Columbus gave them 
his travel logs, which de- 
scribed not only the geog- 
raphy of these islands, but 
also the people who lived 
on them. 

Interestingly, Colum- 
bus’s descriptions of the 
natives that he saw mirror 
those that appear in Pintu- 
ricchio’s painting. Colum- 
bus observed nude men 
in cerem 


A See yon 


ing in tribal rituals and 
looked very frightened. 
The travel logs were trans- 
lated into Latin and circu- 
lated throughout Europe. 
They eventually came into 
the possession of Pope Al- 
exander VI, a fellow Span- 
iard who was very inter- 
ested in the New World, 
presumably for spread- 
ing Catholicism beyond 
Europe. Since Alexander 
knew about Columbus's 
travels and had a vested 
interest in the Americas, 
it makes sense that the 
Native Americans are in- 
cluded in The Resurrection. 
Alexander was excited 
about the New World, not 
disgusted by it, and his 
fascination with the de- 
scriptions Columbus pro- 
vided fueled his intrigue. 
For these reasons, Native 
American clothing and 
ceremonial dance were 
portrayed in a very au- 
thentic and positive man- 
ner. 

Columbus's 1493 _ let- 
ter to Spain’s King Ferdi- 
nand itself depicted’ Native 
Americans and island ge- 
ography in a very inspir- 
ing and intriguing manner. 
Entitled De Insulis nuper 
in mari Indico repertis, Co- 
lumbus’s intent was to pro- 
vide a detailed snapshot 
of what he thought were 
islands in the middle of the 
Indian Sea. However, they 
were actually Caribbean 
Islands close to the pres- 
ent-day United States. 

It is highly probable 
that his recollections of 
native life on these is- 
lands inspired The Res- 
urrection’s depiction of 
the tribal figures in the 
background. Columbus 
includes an_ interesting 
series of prints of the is- 
lands and the mysteri- 
ous people that inhabited 
them. Unlike anything 
he had ever experienced, 
Columbus's print of the 
island he called Insula 
Hyspana is surrounded 
by a swirling, vast and 
endless ocean. The island, 
looks relatively tranquil, 
brimming with lush vege- 
tation and towering cliffs 
over the water, absent of 


remonial garb, who — 


Three Fictional Men I Wish I'd Dated 


describi 


ple of this land and of all 
other islands which’l have 
found and of which I have 
information, all go naked. 
..as soon as they have seen 
my men approaching, they 
have fled. . They refuse 
nothing that they possess, 
if it be asked of them; on 
the contrary, they invite 
any one to share it and 
display as much love as 
if they would give their 
hearts.” Columbus is not 
[ : these men and 


even though they are clad 
scantily and are wary of 
the Spanish explorers. As 
Columbus begins to dis- 
cover more islands, he is 
excited by the diversity of 
the land and the possibili- 
ties for European develop- 
ment. 

In an untitled print, 
he illustrates five islands 
named Fecnada, Hyspana, 
Saoluatorie, Plabella and 
Conceptore. Although 
some of the islands show 
traces of European civiliza- 
tion with what appear to 
be church spires, most of 
the islands are still devoid 
of modern development 
and still contain a lot of 
natural diversity. Colum- 
bus is very interested in 
the fertility of theses lands 
and the opportunities that 
awaited him. 

“There are very wide 
and fertile plains, and 
there is honey; and there 
are birds of many kinds 
and fruits in great diver- 
sity. In the interior, there 
are mines of metals, and 
the population is with- 
out number. Espanola is a 
marvel. The sierras and the 
mountains, the plains, the 
champaigns, are so lovely 
and so rich for planting 
and sowing, for breeding 
cattle of every kind, for 
building towns and _ vil- 
lages.” 

No wonder Pope Al- 
exander VI had a vested 
interest in the New World 
and that the Native Ameri- 
can men The Resurrection 
were painted with such 
detailed accuracy. Due 
to Columbus's favorable 
descriptions and _ artistic 
illustrations of the Carib- 
bean islands’ fertility, di- 


versity of natural resourc- ° 


es, beautiful landscape and 
friendly people, this would 
have set the stage for cul- 
tural imperialism and the 
spread of Christianity be- 
yond Europe. 

What better way to 
commemorate Columbus’ 
wildly successful naviga- 
tion and observations than 
by painting the dancing 
forest figures exactly as he 


_ saw them? 


ice 
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(Arts & Entertainment Editor 


With Valentine’s Day 
quickly approaching, 
Super Cripsy Entertain- 
ment’s 2011 production, 
Like Crazy is once again 
abuzz. Unlike the trite 
dialogue and predictable 
clichés that plague Holly- 
wood “chick flicks,” Like 
Crazy distinguishes itself 
by capturing the human 
tendencies that  charac- 
terize real relationships. 
Omitted are Hollywood’s 
spectacular depictions — 
Serendipitous _ meetings, 
fateful intervention, coin- 
cidental reunion — and in 
their places are beautiful, 
ordinary moments. Like 
Crazy reeks of authentic- 
ity and, although assigned 
to the romance genre, the 
film speaks to viewers of 
every relationship status. 

The narrative follows 
Anna Gardner (played by 
Felicity Jones), a British 
exchange student, during 
her time abroad in Los 
Angeles. Here the aspir- 
ing writer meets Jacob 
Helm (Anton Helchin), 
a fellow classmate, who 
she’s developed an inno- 
cent crush on. 

Their association is 
mundane. Jacob pays little 
attention to Anna’s essay 
delivery, focusing instead 
on his furniture draw- 


ings, and 
does not 
bother 
with con- 
versa- 
tion af- 
ter class. 
Theis 
first date 
happens 
Over coft- 
and 
is not 
four-star 
but rid- 
den with 
nervous 
small 
talk. Al- 
though 
the pair 
stutters 
throughout their initial 
interaction, a budding 
chemistry is not only evi- 
dent — it’s lovely. 

This table scene, like 
the rest of the film, is be- 
lievable because Jones and 
Helchin acted unscripted. 
Director Drake Doremus 
allowed his leads free rein 
in terms of dialogue. With 
very little guidance, the 
actors successfully impro- 
vised their way through 
scenes while cameras con- 
tinued rolling. The char- 
acters are convincing be- 
cause their wit, responses 
and stumbles are indeed 
raw products of the mo- 
ment. 


fee 


In accordance with a 


COURTESY OF A-JACKSONN VIA FANPOP 
Despite its sad conclusion, Like Crazy’s authentic plot is worth experiencing. Like Crazy’s quiet 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


Like Crazy is uniquely touching and realistic 


COURTESY OF A-JACKSONN VIA FANPOP 
Anna and Jacob portray the realistic obstacles faced in long distance relationships. 


film void of any scripted 
lines, many moments of 
silence constitute 90 min- 
utes. It goes without the 
memorable lines that fa- 
mously characterize Nich- 
olas Sparks movies, but 
rather, Doremus made a 
point of emphasizing the 
many ways love can be 
expressed without verbal 
proclamation. 

Anna and Jacob con- 
nect their fingertips un- 
der a fort made of bed 
sheets. They sit facing one 
another in a bathtub, de- 
jected and worried about 
their future prospects. The 
couple often writes notes, 
letters or poetry, inscrib- 
ing words too meaningful 
to say aloud. In fact, Dore- 
mus goes so far 
as to mute many 
scenes, overrid- 
ing walks along 
the boardwalk 
and laughter on 
the beach with 
soft piano. The 
most moving mo- 
ments are argu- 
ably those without 
sound. Viewers 
aren't convinced 
of Anna and Jfa- 
cob’s affection by 
repeated, “I, love 

you's”; they can 
~ see its existence 
through the subtle 
action. 

Despite its title, 


Arrow’s action scenes draw fans 


ARROW, From B3 
the police, and the like, 
are fairly common. Queen 
definitely falls into the 
category of the “Batman- 
style” superhero, relying 
on gadgets, planning and 
his character’s wealth to 
provide him the means to 


whenever he’s on screen. 
Where Amell is weakest 
is when he plays billion- 
aire Oliver; while the per- 
formance is acceptable, 
the writing for the series 
tends to keep the charac- 
ter quagmired in moral 
quandaries not befitting 


fight crime. his deter- 
Dkeisspurte mination, 
such cli- A d and it of- 
ches, how- rrow stands as ten changes 
ever, where a solid series well his _ moral 
the show standpoints 


excels is in 
its very fo- 
cused and 
consistent- 
character 
growth. The 
main cast of 
characters is 
very small, composed of 
roughly eight main char- 
acters, all of whom feel 
real and who act in man- 
ners easy to empathize 
with. Each have their own 
issues, personalities and 
outlooks on the world, 
which influence how Oli- 
ver acts both overtly and 
subtly. 

That’s not to say that 
everything is perfectly 
done. Oliver (Stephen 
Amell), for instance, has 
a few issues with his 
portrayal. He has three 
personae throughout the 
series: the spoiled Oli- 


craZe. 


ver, who matures during 


the island flashbacks, 


the billionaire he plays — 


by day and the Arrow 


he plays by night. Two of 


these performances are 


very strong: His young 
self is very sympathetic 


and easily pitied, while 


his Arrow persona is in- 


_ timidating. and inspires 


a profound. awe. factor, 
: “e ae : i 
- - dominating the camera 


worth a watch 
for any fan of the 
recent Superhero 


in order to 
best fit the 
tone of the 
episode. 
This makes 
him a bit in- 
consistent, 
which, as 
he is the main character, 
may bother some view- 
(ia Fe ee 
The show is, in spirit, 
a crime drama. Crimes 
are committed, Queen 
investigates, Queen in- 
tervenes and engages the 
perpetrators. The setup 
is fairly formulaic; how- 
ever, its formulaic nature 
does not detract from just 
how engaging the series 
can be. The plots them- 
selves are consistently 
well done, with the an- 
tagonists consistently 
engaging in their own 
ways. The ruthlessness 
of their actions and, in 
turn, Oliver’s ruthless 
responses, all manage 
to create an. atmosphere 


that is easy to fall into. 
Even Queen's day-to-day 


affairs, ranging from re- 
connecting with his fam- 
ily and friends to creat- 
ing an eccentric name 
for himself, are all just as 


- enjoyable to watch as the - 
scenes where he is leap-. 


ing from rooftops. Audi- 
ences should expect just 
as many heartwarming 
moments as brutal fights. 
But lets be honest, the 
biggest draw to series 
such as Arrow will always 
be those action scenes. 
What happened when 
Queen dons the hood? 
The series is about a vigi- 
lante superhero, so surely 
there are plenty of over- 
the-top chases, fights and 
high-tension moments to 
keep audiences on edge. 
And in this regard, the 
series certainly doesn’t 
disappoint. Fights are 
well choreographed and 
evolve as the series pro- 
resses. While the Arrow 
may be dancing circles 
around thugs at the start 
of the series, don’t expect 
that to last. And as the 
world rises up to meet the 
Arrow, his struggles will 
become that much easier 
to invest in and cheer for. 
Despite some flaws 
with inconsistent charac- 
terization and a slightly 
clichéd setup and char- 
acters, Arrow stands as a 


solid series well worth a 


watch for any fan of the re- 


cent Superhero craze. Au- 


diences fond of the Nolan 
Batman films should feel 
right at home following 
the story of Oliver Queen. 
While the series does re- 
quire some suspension 
of disbelief (after all, it is 
based on a comic superhe- 
ro), it comes with a strong 
enough story, enough 
drama and enough blood- 


pumping action to keep 


all audiences entertained. 


It is the series we deserve 


but not the one we need. 


Overall rating: 4/5 


nature speaks to realis- 
tic relationship troubles. 
Anna and Jacob do not 


end with a blowout. No | 


single, devastating event 


tears them apart. As is | 


true of many early loves, 


the couple grows distant | 


(literally separated by 


an ocean) over time. In | 


agreement with the rest of 
the film, Like Crazy ends 
in a moment of silence: 
“not with a bang but a 
whimper.” As Anna and 
Jacob stand quietly under 
the shower’s running wa- 
ter, the couple (and audi- 


ence) finally accepted the | 


relationship’s demise. The 
truth was too heartbreak- 
ing for words. 


As is the case with 
most lower-budget, in- 
dependent films, Like | 


Crazy has its fair share 
of unsteady cameras and 
slightly off-kilter fram- 
ing. The settings are typi- 


cally far from glamorous, | 
and the actors’ looks don’t | 
| together: “Why are not so 


stop traffic. 

Yet this rejection of the 
perfect characters, lives 
and worlds portrayed by 
Hollywood are what make 
Like Crazy extraordinary. 
The everyday wardrobe, 
everyday people-and their 
irrational tendencies are 
what make this film so re- 
latable and touching. Alco- 
hol makes suppressed feel- 
ings resurface. Love makes 
people illogical, as dis- 
played by Anna’s overstay- 
ing her student visa. As the 
couple spends time in the 
adult world, confronted 


with tiring jobs and taking | 
on new lovers, they ma- | 


ture and ineluctably grow 
apart. Viewers leave upset 
that the pair doesn’t work 
out in the long run, but 
convinced that their time 
together was worthwhile 
regardless. 

If not this Valentine’s 
Day, everyone should give 
Like Crazy a chance. More 
often than not, one will un- 
derstand why the film won 
the 2011 Sundance Film 
Festival Grand Jury Prize. 
Not only does Like Crazy 
provide a relatable plot- 
line — the leading couple 
meets at a university — it 


is easily accessible and can 


be streamed instantly on 
Netflix. 


Alison Gold stars tn yel 
another perturbing video 


SHUSH UP, From B3 

into a fast dance beat, as she 
tells her guards, “Just crank 
it or just shush up,” which 
makes no sense. Her other 
catch phrase throughout 
the song, “It’s the gold like 
the seed,” is just as baffling. 

[ransition to Gold in a 
hospital bed, as overly sex- 
ualized nurses shoot some- 
thing (heroin?) into her IV. 
As she’s holding a creepy 
doll and getting wheeled 
through the hospital, she 
sings, “You can’t restrain 
me, cause I’m so free.” Ex- 
cept she’s clearly getting 
restrained. The only re- 
deeming part about this 
song is that it’s not as au- 
totuned, and maybe Gold 
has an iota of vocal talent. 
But that’s not the point. 

Now she’s in junkyard, 
wearing an outfit made 
primarily out of yellow 
caution tape, as a bunch of 
construction men watch her 
dance. But that’s not even 
the worst part. She’s back in 
gold, and she has a visitor 
in jail. Patrice Wilson. She 
asks him, “What do I do?” 
His chilling response? “You 
do what I told you to do.” 
This exchange sums up the 
entire song. Wilson is es- 
sentially pimping Gold out. 

The rest of the song 
doesn’t really make any 
sense either. Gold tells 


- Wilson, “Maybe I can save 


them,” but doesn’t explain 
any further. She then has 
this line, which is sup- 
posed to be emotional or 
a bridge or something dif- 
ferent but is really just a 
bunch of words jumbled 


cold/Got you so cause you 
shiver.” She then makes the 
sacrifice of switching from 
gold to silver, which really 
just means partying with 
a bunch of people, but the 
viewer gets the sense that 
something sinister is going 
down. The video ends with 
her watching herself in the 
electric chair. 

Predictably, people 
freaked out that Gold, a pre- 
teen, made a video that was 
pretty much child pornog- 
raphy. A petition on change. 
org was set up by Social 
News Daily with the goal 
of getting Wilson to “stay 
away from little girls.” Wil- 


son told Mosh News earlier 
this week that, “To everyone 
concerned about the music 
video — Shush Up — it’s 
pure art, and it’s no different 
than a Willow Smith video 
or the 10 year old dancer, 
Kaycee Rice. It’s no differ- 
ent from watching Dance 
Moms, dancing with their 
kids or Toddlers and Tiaras. 
This video is simply art and 
in my opinion, has a lot of 
creative elements to it.” 

As if “Whip My Hair” 
is anywhere close to the 
debauchery that occurs in 
“Shush Up.” 

Wilson must have 
changed his mind yester- 
day, as he took down the 
video and his company, 
PMW Live released a state- 
ment blaming the situation 
entirely on Gold’s mother. 
Part of it reads, “As we were 
developing the concept and 
direction for Alison’s 4th 
video, the idea to create 
something older and edgier 
initially started with Ali- 
son’s mother. Ultimately, 
we were asked to develop 
something that showcased 
her acting, dancing, sing- 
ing, and artistic talents. 

“This is how “Shush 
Up” came to fruition. Be- 
fore, during, and after pro- 
duction, everyone involved 
was pleased and excited 
for the release of the music 
video. However, after many 
months of planning and 
preparation for the release 
of “Shush Up,” concerns 
regarding the public’s per- 
ception of the video were 
voiced to PMW Live for the 
first time by Alison’s moth- 
er after releasing the video 
yesterday.” 

Gold’s mother is cer- 
tainly partially to blame, 
as she should have never 
let this video happen, let 
alone posted it on YouTube. 
But the fact that PMW Live 
refuses to take any respon- 
sibility for this video is 
unacceptable. Hopefully, 
future parents will think 
twice before letting Wilson 
exploit their girls. View- 
ers can also do their part 
by ostracizing Wilson, not 
these girls for these videos. 

Though the video is no 
longer on YouTube, it can 
still be found on Perez Hil- 
ton’s website. 
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Foppin’ diet pop won't cause the pounds to drop 


By JOSH SCARALIA 
Staff Writer 


To avoid the guilt of 
downing a regular soda, 
dieters often grab a diet 
brand when searching for 
something to drink. They 
have less sugar and fewer 
calories.. Therefore, they 


must be okay for a weight 
loss regimen. 
Think again. 
Researchers at the Hop- 
kins Bloomberg School 


of Public Health recently 
investigated national pat- 
terns in the caloric intake 
of adult diet soda drinkers. 
They found that diet drink 


ers actually consume more 
calories from solid food 
and have a higher Body 
Mass Index (BMI) than 
their regular, non-diet- 
drinking counterparts. 
The reason behind this 
counterintuitive — correla- 
tion stems from the sup- 
posedly healthy ingredi- 
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Be: ; UVM.EDU 
Although artificial sweeteners cut calories, they stimulate appetite and make diet soda drinkers eat more. 


ent of diet soda: artificial 
sweetener. 

Regular sugary foods 
activate the putamen, in- 
sula and rolandic oper- 
culum, brain. structures 
that are associated with 
the body’s food reward 
system, a pathway that 
controls our appetite and 
desire for food. This acti- 
vation tells the body food 
has been ingested so it be- 
gins to curb the appetite. 
However, when someone 
ingests artificial sweeten- 
ers, activation of these re- 
ward centers are altered in 


such a way that they can- | 


not control the appetite in 
a normal fashion. So coun- 
terproductively, ingestion 
of diet soda actually stim- 
ulates appetite. 


Moreover, many _  re- 
searchers believe that ar- 
tificial sweeteners, par- 


ticularly Aspartame, can 


research has yet to prove 
this claim. 
Many 
health nutritionists agree 
with the results of the 


professional | 


Bloomberg School of Pub- | 


lic Health study, but for a 
different reason. 
With so much conflict- 


Sappho, an ancient Greek poetess, is known for eroticism in her work. 


Ancient poems found 
‘in time Jor Valentine's 


lead to cancer. However, | 


By MARU JAIME GARZA 
Staff Writer 


For better or for worse, 
Valentine’s Day resonates 
with all of us. Some use 
the day for inspiration, 


| searching for that special 


ing information about ar- | 


tificial sweeteners in the 
market, it may be best to 
curb our sweet tooths. 


Russian men fail to medal in drinking restraint 


By MARK STUCZYNSKI 
Staff Writer 


Russia 
aside, a recent study 
demonstrated that the 
consumption of vodka 


Soviet jokes 


severely decreases Rus- 
sian lifespans. Nearly a 
quarter of Russian men 
die before the age of 55. 
Most of these deaths can 
be attributed to acute al- 
cohol poisoning, _ liver 


25 percent of Russian men die before they reach the age of 59. 


disease or alcohol-related 
external conditions, such 
as suicide, alcohol-related 
accidents and _ violence 
while intoxicated. 
Historical data shows 
that the pre-55 death rate 


_for Russian men has risen 


and fallen in response to 
governmental regulations 
on alcohol as well as the 
overall economic state of 
the country. 

Key events that 
marked a decrease in life 
expectancy were the col- 
lapse of the USSR in 1991 
and the inflation of the 
Rouble in 1998. When al- 
cohol regulations were 
imposed in 1985 and then 
again in 2006, the overall 
death rate decreased and 
the total life expectancy 
increased. 

A recent study pub- 
lished in  the- Lancet 
tracked the drinking hab- 
its of 151,000 adults from 
1999 to 2008. The partici- 
pating adults also had to 
provide information on 
related factors, such as 
familial perceptions of 


The world’s currency is going digital 


By SEAN YAMAKAWA 
Staff Writer 


No taxation. No cen- 
tral authority. No serious 
regulation. Welcome to 
the new economic world 
of Bitcoin. 

For the uninitiated, 
Bitcoin is a digital and 
completely decentralized 
currency. All transactions 
with Bitcoin are strictly 
between two individu- 
als, bypassing banks and 
clearing houses. This do- 
it-yourself method of fi- 
nancial - transactions is 
praised by its users as 
preventing —_ centralized 
authorities from using 
money as levies of power. 
Moreover, Bitcoin allows 
users to enjoy freedom 
from additional fees per 
transaction. 

Supporters of this sys- 
tem argue that decentral- 
ization will drive banking 
innovation. If Bitcoin enters 
the market, banks will need 
to alter their investment 
methods to keep up with | 
the competition. Further- 

- more, Bitcoin is internation- 


Ss 


al: purchasing a bitcoin is as 
easy as going online. This 
new currency is catching 
on quickly, as many retail- 
ers are now accepting bit- 
coins. Prominent examples 
include Overstock.com, 


Tiger Direct and many Las 
Vegas hotels. 100 percent 
kosher. Or is it? 


Bitcoin, a digital form of currency, is completely decentralized. 


Although Bitcoin ad- 
vocates complete  ac- 


countability with Block 


Chain, a public database 

of every Bitcoin transac- 

tion, the company has 

been under scrutiny due 

to its suspected ties to 

illegal activities. _ Even 
See BITCOIN, PAGE B8 
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drinking and 
habits. 
Despite drastic chang- 
es in social conditions 
during the time of the 
study, vodka prices and 
usage were the most con- 
sistent factor in.determin- 
ing death rates. Another 
relevant factor was the 
purchase of vodka while 
intoxicated. These results 
are quite specific, as vod- 
ka, rather than alcohol in 
general, was the factor 
driving the numbers. 
Consumption habits 
vary between men and 


smoking 


sian. women consume far 

less alcohol than men, 

and they have far lower 

mortality rates. Overall 
See VODKA, pace B8 


someone. Others attempt 
to forget the romantic 
day’s existence altogether. 
A select few turn to litera- 
ture, hunting for poems 
that will arouse tender 
feelings in others. 
Fortunately for these 


| more literary among us, 


two poems were recently 
discovered by Sappho, 
a Greek poetess from 


| the 7th century B.C.E. 


While one of the poems, 
which were written on 
ancient papyrus, speaks 
of a blunted romance, the 
other is probably more 
important to academics 
than romantic dreamers, 
as it includes biographi- 
cal information about 
Sappho’s life. This second 
work will help classicists, 
historians, archaeologists 
and anthropologists gain 
a deeper understanding 
of the mysterious woman 
whose writing has been 


| fragmented by time. 
women. In general, Rus- | 


The two pieces, dated 
to around 200 C.E., be- 
long to an anonymous 
collector who recently 
showed the works to 
Dirk Obbink, a classicist 


Our addiction to smartphones and laptop computers distracts us from meaningful interactions in life. 


at the University of Ox- 
ford. Based on the meter, 
dialect and themes of the 
lines, Obbink attributed 
the poems to Sappho. 
While this illumination 
is exciting, being able to 
attribute the works to 
Sappho only scratches 
the surface of academic 
investigations. 

Sappho _ researchers, 
in order to better under- 
stand the texts and Sap- 
pho’s relation to them, 
stress the importance of 
reconstructing the society 
in which the poems were 
written. Greek society of 
the 7th and 6th centuries 
B.C.E. was very restrictive 
for women. This suggests 
that Sappho was likely 
one of the few female 
writers of her time. 

In addition to stand- 
ing out among her fellow 
poets and songwriters be- 
cause of her gender, Sap- 
pho may have stood out 
among Greeks because 
of her birthplace. Sap- 
pho came from Lesbos, a 
Greek island traditionally 
constructed as a land of 
beautiful, | promiscuous 
women. Homer, a writer 
of the 8th century B.C.E,, 
reinforced this stereotype 
in the ninth book of the 
Iliad: Seven women of 
Lesbos are used as equals 
with gold and horses for 

SEE SAPPHO, pace B8 


” TEEN.SMOKEFREE.GOV 


Is technology running our lives? 


By MIKE YAMAKAWA 
Staff Writer 


s I do on 

most morn- 

ings, I lay in 

my bed with 

my iPhone 
locked into portrait view so 
I can go aimlessly through 
all’my social media apps 
and maybe even read some 
light-hearted news without 
lifting my head. — 

This’ Saturday morn- 
ing, I took a peek at Face- 
book, The Verge and a 
few other media outlets 
so I could gradually wake 
up to some exciting news 


about Satya Nadella, the 
newly appointed Micro- 
soft C.E.O, or to eventu- 
ally become enraged by 
one of my friends beating 
my high score in Flappy 
Bird (that high score is 54, 
by the way, which took me 
way too long to admit). 
Incidentally, I found 
an article about the Flap- 
py Bird creator, who an- 
nounced that he will be 
taking down the game 
within the week. A recent 
tweet of his reads “I can 
call ‘Flappy Bird’ a success 
of mine. But it also ruins 
my simple life. So now I 
hate it.” Despite my ad- 


rete mat mane 


diction to the game, I can 
agree that it’s absorbed 
too much of my time, al- 
beit to a lesser degree than 
his, obviously. After this 
Flappy Bird shock, I took 
a look at some of the other 
articles in The Verge about 
hackers looming around 
to attack vulnerable Sochi 
visitors and the recurrent 
incidence of Bitcoin thefts. 
It seems that technology, 
the double-edged sword of 
today’s society, seems to be 
ruining the simple life for 
most of us. 

Our lives are now en- 
tirely run by gears and 

See TECH, pace B8& 
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The average Russian adult drinks t 


UIDAHO.EDU 
hirteen liters of pure alcohol a year. 


Russian men have an 
extremely short liiespan 


VODKA, From B7 
alcohol consumption has 
decreased by about a third 
since 2006, and the death 
rate among men under 55 
has followed this pattern. 
In 2011, the average Rus- 
sian adult drank 13 liters, 
or about 3.5 gallons, of 
pure alcohol per year. Of 
this 13 liters, about 8 liters 
were from spirits, mostly 
vodka. Since most vodka 
is about 40% alcohol by 
volume, the average adult 
in the study would have 
imbibed about 200 liters 
of vodka over the ten year 
period. Heavy drinkers 
consumed about a liter 
and a half of vodka per 
week during the study. 
Additionally, the research- 


ers found that most con- 
sumption occurs during 
drinking binges rather 
than through the gradual 
buildup of more moderate 
habits. 

Heavy vodka consump- 
tion seems correlated to 
low life expectancy for 
all males in Russia, a dis- 
mal 64 years. According 
to WHO standards, this is 
among the lowest 50 coun- 
tries in the world. Decreas- 
ing the male mortality rate 
is likely to present signifi- 
cant problems to Russian 
culture, as curbing vodka 
consumption would not 
simply rid the country of 
a toxicity, it w ould unroot 
a cultural symbol of Rus- 
sian life. 
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Sappho’s poetry recited to female audiences 


SAPPHO, rrom B7 
bargaining power. Many of 
Sappho’s writings are de- 
scribed as erotic. Thus, this 
poetess seems to have dis- 
tilled the feminine culture 
of her birthplace into lines 
of poetry. 

This distillation process 
may have transcended the 
page, 
to believe that Sappho in- 
tended her words to be 
performed in front of an 
audience. Urn-like artifacts 
from Sappho’s time, most 
notably red-figure hydriai, 
have been essential to this 


as resea rchers seem 


understanding of Sappho’s 
One __ particu- 
lar hydria depicts Sappho 
holding a scroll and sur- 
rounded by other women. 
Researchers think this may 
imply that Sappho’s com- 
positions were performed 
for women’s gatherings. 
[his interpretation, along 
with complex 
tural perceptions, have led 
some investigators to push 
this view a bit further; they 
believe that Sappho’s texts 
were homoerotic and may 
have been performed in a 
brothel-like environment. 
However, there has been 
some academic resistance 
against this interpretation, 
as some Sappho investi- 
gators have attempted to 
decipher the surrounding 
women as Muses and Sap- 
pho as a divine figure. 
Despite this hydrai de- 
piction, some researchers 
think that Sappho’s works 
may not have been restrict- 
ed to female gatherings. In 
the male-dominated soci- 
ety of ancient Greece, men 
would often get together 
for drinks, conversation 
and light entertainment. 
Because the exact nature 


intentions. 


socio-cul- 


of this entertainment is 
unknown, some _histori- 
ans have speculated that 
Sappho’s texts were read 
to these male audiences. 
The tendency of Sappho’s 
works to be used in social 
gatherings, regardless of 
the audience’s gender, may 
have broadened the poet- 
ess’s fame, spreading her 
name from Lesbos to the 
Greek Jonian mainland 
and the adjacent islands. 

In ancient Greece, Sap- 
pho’s fame may have been 
attributable to more than 
just her writings. In her texts, 
Sappho often alludes to per- 
formances of her work. She 
describes musical instru- 
ments and often includes 
other performance-related 
images and diction. The 


specificity of Sappho’s allu- 
sions have led some ancient 
historians and ethnomusi- 
cologists to conclude that 
Sappho composed her own 
melodies. With amazing 
precision, these research- 
ers think Sappho intended 
her music to be sung by fe- 
males in higher tonalities. 
However, because music 
was passed down orally, re- 
searchers lack written proof 
of these musical composi- 
tions. Nevertheless, through 
devoted oral transmissions 
and elegant Greek scripts of 
text, Sappho has managed 
to transcend the ages. 
Dimitrios Yatromano- 
lakis, a professor in the 
Classics and Anthropol- 
ogy Departments and 
the Humanities Center at 


COMMUNITY. MIDDLEBURYEDU. 
A private collector unknowingly held Sappho’s poetry on ancient papyrus, and disc 


ering ther is a diffiult task, 


Johns Hopkins University 
and the author of “Sappho 
in the Making,” believes 
there is still much to ex- 
plore in Sappho’s art. With 
the discovery of these two 
spectacular works, _ all 
eyes are turned to those 
capable of discerning the 
ancient texts. However, 
the road will not be easy: 
Discerning these poems 
will involve a large degree 
of cultural and literary re- 
search. 

Despite the thousands 
of years separating mod- 
ern people from Sappho, 
many readers today derive 
joy from Sappho’s ancient 
songs. Maybe this Valen- 
tine’s Day a few of us will 
pass on Sappho’s words to 
a loved one. 


Bilcoin currency avoids typical banking hassles and regulations” 


BITCOIN, From B7 

with a log of all operations, 
Bitcoin users are hidden 
behind a digital screen, 
separating their faces from 
their digital footprints. The 
suspicions of illicit activ- 
ity were confirmed in Oc- 
tober 2013, when the FBI 
shut down the infamous 
drug-trafficking website, 
The Silk Road, and confis- 
cated over 144,000 bitcoins, 
estimated to be worth $28.5 
million. In a recently pub- 
lished article, the Carnegie 
Mellon CyLab and the In- 
formation Networking In- 
stitute estimated that 4.5-9 
percent of all bitcoin trans- 
actions at the time were 
held on The Silk Road. 

Just as Bitcoin began re- 


CHEMISTRY.STANFORD.EDU 


Hiding behind a screen during transactions may encourage illicit actions. 


cuperating from this scan- 
dal, a new series of events 
tarnished the reputation 
of the currency. On Jan. 27, 
Charlie Shrem, the CEO of 


Bitcoin exchange company 
BitInstant, was accused of 
laundering over $1 mil- 
lion worth of bitcoins on 
The Silk Road. Before this, 


{ 


Shrem was one of the most 
renowned faces of the Bit- 
coin community, appear- 
ing in a Business Insider 
profile of Bitcoin Million- 
aires. Shrem and Robert 
Faiella, his alleged co-con- 
spirator, are now charged 
with one count of con- 
spiracy to commit money 
laundering and one count 
of operating an unlicensed 
money transmitting busi- 
ness. The two could face up 
to 25 years in prison. 

This is a drastic set- 
back.for Bitcoin, which has 
struggled to gain main- 
stream attraction since its 
establishment. Many gov- 
ernment and law enforce- 
ment officials have issued 
warnings against the use 


Is technological evolution harming humankind? 


TECH, rrom B7 
software. I take a look 
around and cannot spot a 
single thing that has man- 
aged to slip away from the 
influence of technology. 
With all of these technolog- 
ical prosthetics that help us 


- live our life without hesi- 


tation, it can sometimes 
be hard to notice that we, 
humans, are rapidly evolv- 


_ing. GPS-aided Smart Cars 


have changed how spon- 
taneous we can be when 
driving. The movie “Her” 
describes a man who falls 
in love with a virtual as- 
sistant, like Siri, posing a 
question of whether hu- 
mans can legitimately find 
attraction in artificial intel- 


Li a 
tion as a species? D 


ee 


ee 24 


from automobiles may be 
shaving off the lifetime of 
the world we live in. Take 
diseases as another ex- 
ample. Many of our medi- 
cal issues are being solved 
with technological advanc- 
es. Great. But it can also be 
argued that some of these 
problems are being caused 
by technology itself. For ex- 
ample, the mass extraction 
and production of sugar 
has caused countless cases 
_of obesity. Televisions, an- 
other product of technol- 
ogy, have exacerbated this 
situation. . 

As we struggle with 
technological conse- 
quences like drug addic- 
tion and even the trivial 
case of Flappy Bird taking 
time away from exercise, 
we have already entered a 
generation where we suc- 
cumb to actions that are 
not the best decisions for 
our survival. We are slow- 
ly adapting to the ideal 


e- world we desire, instead 
| of adapting to what our 
_ world is now. This is fur- 

ther complicated by our 


Cell phones have become a fifth 


market economy, which 
targets our weak and vul- 


‘nerable wills to abstain 


from things we want. 
‘Tm not saying we 
should rid of all the tech- 


nology in the world. But 


OPENLABCITYTECH.CUNY.EDU- 


limb for the human species. 


1 think we should be _ 
cognizant as consumers 
that our collective deci- 
sions in the technological — 
world can easily evolve — 
our species. Just some 


food for thought. 


of Bitcoin. Additionally, 
the Bitcoin community has 
not provided answers; the 
issue of financial security 
remains questionable even 
though some Bitcoin trans- 
actions reach millions of 
dollars. With Bitcoin’s de- 
centralized system, only 
the seller and buyer are in- 
volved in the transaction. 
Originally this seemed 
appealing, but would you 
take a suitcase filled with 
five million dollars in cash 
to a business deal without 
a third party to moderate? 
Despite these fallbacks, 
the U.S. has decided to let 
the Bitcoin system play 
out. In fact, on Jan. 30, 


the U.S. Treasury stated 
that Bitcoin investors will 
not have to register with 
the government or com- 
ply with certain money- 
laundering regulations. 
This, in effect, advocates 
the purpose of Bitcoin. 
So, for now, any United 
States citizen is permitted 
to use bitcoins to set up 
transactions and bypass 
the common, and often 
loathed, additional bank 
fees. Will the American 
economy shift to bitcoins 
in the near future? It will 
certainly be interesting to 
follow the development 
of this revolutionary cur- 
rency. 


FEBRUARY 13, 2014. 
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Japanese researchers rewind the fate of tissues in stem cell breakthrough 


By KELLY CARTY 


Science& Technology Editor 


Embryonic stem cells. 
My mom told me not to 
treat them like playthings 
and Bush told me not to 
use them in my research. 
Scientifically, embryonic 
stem cells are the holy 
grail of developmental bi- 
ology. These cells are plu- 
ripotent, meaning they 
can adopt any cell type 
present in an adult or- 
ganism. This unrestricted 
potential allows scientists 
to test developmental pro- 
cesses in ways completely 
impossible with differ- 
entiated cells. Moreover, 
embryonic stem cells 
have important medical 
implications, as they can 
be used in regenerative 
medicine. 

However, as demon- 
strated by the responses 
of my mother and former 
President Bush, these ex- 
tremely valuable tools 
have been caught in a 
heated controversy over 
the past decade. The use 
of embryonic stem cells 
requires the death of an 
embryo. In the case of 
human embryonic stem 
cells, this means the 
death of a human life. 


However, thanks to per- 
sistent research into the 
process by which pluri- 
potency can be induced, 
the necessity of these 
Promethean tools may be 
a thing of the past. 

In two papers recently 
published in Nature, a 
team of researchers from 
the RIKEN Center for De- 
velopmental Biology in 
Kobe, Japan presented a 
simple method to induce 
pluripotency. By expos- 
ing differentiated cells to 
external stressors, such 
as a decreasing pH, these 
researchers were able to 
trigger the expression of 
pluripotent markers. They 
have termed the process in 
which fated cells are dedif- 
ferentiated by an external 
stressor stimulus-triggered 
acquisition of pluripotency 
(STAP). 

Induced _ pluripotency 
was first introduced to the 
scientific world in 2006. 
While this research was 
groundbreaking, the tech- 
niques this paper describes 
are extraordinarily cum- 
bersome. Furthermore, the 
induced pluripotent stem 
(iPS) cells of this study 
can only be created with 


a one percent conversion : 


rate. This left the field of 


stem cell research stag- 
nant, searching for a viable 


alternative to embryonic 


sources. 

The techniques and 
yields of the STAP cells 
outlined in the recent 
Nature papers may rein- 


vigorate the field. Haruko 
Obokata and Yoshiki Sasai, 
co-authors of the papers 
and stem-cell researchers 
at the RIKEN Center, have 
demonstrated that bacte- 
rial toxins, low pH, and 
physical squeezing can all 
prompt cells to dedifferen- 
tiate, a process observable 
through pluripotent mark- 
ers. The conversion rate for 
STAP cells is much higher 
than that of iPS cells: 25 
percent of the cells under- 
going STAP survive the 
stress and 30 percent of the 
survivors express pluripo- 
tent characteristics. 

The results were so 
impressive that many 
scientists doubted the 
validity of the STAP re- 
search. In an attempt to 
put qualms to rest, Obo- 
kata demonstrated that 
the pluripotent markers 
actually correlated with 
true pluripotency. She 
tagged the STAP cells 
with a fluorescent marker 
and injected them into 


la 


al 


Test Drugs on Human Cells in Culture 


a mouse embryo. If the 
cells were truly pluripo- 
tent, then the fluorescent 
markers would appear in 
every tissue type of the 
resulting adult mouse. 
For the first few trials, the 


, 


By MELANIE LEVINE 
Managing Editor 


When the inhabitants 
of Tatooine from Star Wars 
and Gallifrey from Doctor 
Who look up at the sky, 
they have a very differ- 
ent view from what we're 
used to — they see two 
suns. 

The planets of Star Wars 
and Doctor Who are called 
“circumbinary planets” 
because they orbit two 
stars. While Tatooine and 
Gallifrey are just popular 
science fiction examples, 
circumbinary planets are 
thought to be fairly com- 
mon in the universe. In 
fact, eighteen such sys- 
tems have been confirmed 
: to date. 

The origins of circum- 
binary planets are com- 
plicated. Until recently it 
wasn’t entirely clear how 
they were able to form. A 
major logical roadblock 
for astronomers was the 


pon ont 


both stars. Because of 
the intensity of this pull, 
any planet attempting 
to form within a binary 
_ star system would likely 
be beaten down by colli- 
sions with the rocky bits 
that, under less hostile 
conditions, would slowly 
merge to form the planet. 
So scientists have been 
posing the same question 
since the 2003 discovery 
of the first circumbinary 


SE ere 
T ,rrre 


planet: How do these 
planets even form? 
Research published 


_ in Astrophysical Journal 
Letters by a team from 
the University of Bristol 
found that the planets of 
circumbinary _ systems 
_ likely form far away fee 
_ the binary stars and the 
= mmigrate fo got Breert. 
* , Where they 
~~ then settle mn perros or- 


a eo. Phe 


gravitational pull from. 


" me :. : 5 % thee eee any - 4, eee } . 


bits. The scientists used 
computer simulations to 
recreate the early stages 
of planet formation. They 
modeled the collisions 
between one million in- 
dividual rocky building 
blocks and the effects of 
gravity on both the be- 
havior of the objects in 
the system and the system 
as a whole. 

“Our simulations show 
that the circumbinary 
disk is a hostile environ- 
ment even for large, gravi- 
tationally strong objects,” 
Zoe Leinhardt, one of the 
study’s authors, said in a 
statement. 4 

Kepler-34(AB)b, a cir- 
cumbinary planet discov- 
ered in 2012 by NASA’s 
Kepler space _ telescope, 
was used as a test subject 
in the study. The Bristol 
group found that the size 
of the planet ruled out the 
possibility of it forming 
inside the binary star sys- 
tem. 

“Taking into account 
date on collisions as well 
as the physical growth 
rate of planets, we found 
that Kepler 34(AB)b 
would have struggled 
to grow where we find it 
now,” Leinhardt said in 
her statement. _ 

The team extrapolated 
its results and concluded 
that all of the confirmed 
circumbinary planets 
must have formed at a 
great distance from their 
current locations. The 

only possible exception, 
they said, may be Kepler- 
47(AB)c, which is stably 
situated farther from its 
stars than any of the other 
circumbinary planets. _ 


The number of identi-. 


fied circumbinary plan- 
ets and other exoplanets 
has_ skyrocketed _ since 
the Jaunch of the Kepler 
spacecraft in 2009. Kepler 


WWWSTSCLEDU 
In a Sci-Fi twist, scientists study astronomical systems where one planet orbits not one but two suns. 


uses a photometer to mon- 
itor the brightness of over 
145,000 stars and trans- 
mits the data for analysis 
on Earth. Effects like mi- 
crolensing, the bending 
of light due to a gravita- 


Planet hogs two stars in astronomical tug-of-war 


tional field, and partial 
eclipses of the stars give 
hints to the presence of 
planets that cannot be 
seen directly. 

As of July 2013, Kepler 
has found 134 confirmed 


exoplanets in 76 stellar | 
systems in its search for | 
Earth-size planets in or | 


near the “habitable zone” 
that supports liquid water. 
Along the way, though, 


its discoveries have shed | 


light on the such myster- 
ies as the origins of cir- 
cumbinary planets. 
“Circumbinary planets 
have captured the imagi- 
nation of many science-fic- 
tion writers and film-mak- 
ers — our research shows 
just how remarkable such 
planets are,” Stefan Lines, 
the lead author of the 
study, said. “Understand- 
ing more about where they 
form will assist future 
exoplanet discovery mis- 
sion in the hunt for earth- 


‘like planets in binary star 


systems.” 


mice were only faintly 
fluorescent. However, by 
creating STAP cells out of 
the differentiated cells of 
newborn mice rather than 
those of adults, Obokata 
was able to generate fully 
fluorescent adults. 
Lingering doubts 
forced Obokata to revisit 


| her research techniques. 


She stressed T cells, a 
type of white blood cell 
that is one of the most 
specialized cells in the 
body and thus the fur- 
thest from a pluripotent 
state. Not only did she 
observe stress-induced 
pluripotency with these 
T-cells, she caught the de- 
differentiation process on 
video. If doubts still per- 
sist, Obokata may need 


| to hold a seminar for her 


fellow scientists and per- 
form her magic in person. 

In addition to alleviat- 
ing technical difficulties 
and producing pluripo- 
tent cells with a higher 
conversion rate, STAP 
may be scientifically su- 
perior to iPS because the 
resulting STAP cells can 
form placental tissues. 
Neither iPS cells nor the 
extremely controversial 
embryonic stem cells can 
do this. 

This could have impor- 
tant implications for clon- 
ing. At the moment, the 
cloning process is very 
involved: the scientist 
needs to extract an unfer- 


Ph Generate Tissues and/or Calls i EE 


FSTEMCELLS.NIH.GOV 
By placing white blood cells into a mildy acidic solution, researchers were able to induce pluripotency. 


tilized egg, transfer a do- 
nor nucleus into the egg, 
cultivate the resulting 
cells to an embryo stage 
in vitro, and then trans- 
fer the embryo into a sur- 
rogate organism. If STAP 
cells can create a placenta, 
they could be transferred 
directly into the surrogate 
without additional steps. 

Scientists in the field 
of regenerative medicine, 
which attempts to replace 
or regenerate damaged tis- 
sues and organs, are keep- 
ing a close eye on STAP 
cell developments. With 
more research, it may be 
possible to grow whole or- 
gans from STAP cells. 

This would greatly ease 
the current strain on the 
donor pool. Furthermore, 
if the STAP cell originators 
were taken from the organ 
recipient, these STAP or- 
gans may have a lower rate 
of rejection. Eventually, it 
may also be possible to di- 
rectly inject STAP cells into 
patients to stimulate the 
body’s repair mechanism. 

At the moment, this 
option seems quite diffi- 
cult. Stem cells, regardless 
of origin, divide nearly 
uncontrollably. Thus, di- 
rectly injecting STAP cells 
into patients may lead to 
cancerous growths. De- 
spite these obstacles, the 
marriage between STAP 
cells and regenerative 
medicine is likely to be 
productive. 


Yeast are ready shoulder the energy crisis burden 


By TONY WU 
Staff Writer 


Any amateur baker is 
familiar with the impor- 
tance of yeast. This mi- 
croorganism, which eats 
sugars and produces car- 
bon dioxide as a byprod- 
uct in the process, leav- 
ens bread. However, the 
power of yeast extends 
far beyond bread-mak- 
ing. Researchers under 
Hal Alper, an assistant 
professor in Cockrell 
School of Engineering of 
The University of Texas at 
Austin, have managed to 
create a new yeast strain 
that can create enormous 
amounts of lipid from 
simple sugars. These lip- 
ids can be converted into 
fuel, potentially alleviat- 
ing the approaching oil 
shortage. 


Situated in the heart of 


the American oil fields, 
the researchers at the Uni- 
versity of Texas at Austin 
derived the template for 


these new yeast from Yar- — 


rowia lipolytica, a common 
fat-producing yeast found 
in foods with high-oil 
contents such as cheeses 
and sausages. Ordinarily, 


Yarrowia is composed of 
ercent lipid, an ex- — 

traordinary amount when § 
compared to other micro- — 


10-15 


organisms. 
The uncanny ability of 
Yarrowia to create a large 


amount of lipids is due 
to the presence of a com- 
pound known as ATP- 
citrate lyase which many 
microorganisms lack. 
Through a complex series 
of biochemical reactions, 
the yeast cell is able to cre- 
ate a store of fatty acids ac- 
cumulating glucose from 
the environment and stor- 
ing it within the cell. 
Although the Yarrowia 
possesses an amazing abil- 
ity to convert sugars into 
fatty acids, the production 


of wild type Yarrowia is 
far too low for industrial 
purposes. Therefore, the 
researchers sought to im- 
prove the yield. 

First, the cells are ge- 


netically modified. Some. 


of the genes within the 


yeast limit fat produc-. 


tion of the cell while 
others promote fat pro- 
duction. By removing 
the inhibitory genes and 
overexpressing the fat- 
promoting genes, scien- 
tists are able to boost fat 


_production. In addition, 


the yeasts are subjected 
to abnormal conditions. 
Normally Yarrowia will 
‘only store large amounts 
of lipid during nitrogen- 
poor conditions. How- 
ever, by rewriting the ge- 
netic code of the Yarrowia, 
the yeast is able to store 
fatty acids in normal — 
or even nitrogen-rich — 
conditions. All these fac- 
tors result in a new strain 
of Yarrowia containing 90 
percent fats. 


WEBCNEDU 


-Researchers rewrite yeast genome to create species that stores fats'at a much higher rate than normal. * 


9? career Fast track 


wins for 
Hopkins 
Bewak 


WRESTLING, From B12 

They did so with major 
decision wins in the 165 and 
174 pound weight classes, 
following a 4-1 Blue Jay vic- 
tory in the 157 pound weight 
class by junior Christian Sal- 
era. A 9-1 major victory from 
the Jays’ Kyle Spangler (184 
pounds) was followed by 
Mariner victories at the 197 
pound class followed by a 
hard fought victory at the 
285 pound class, giving Mer- 


chant Marine a 15-7 lead. | 


Hopkins began to mount a 
comeback, as Bewak and se- 
nior Ray Yagloski each won 
by decision. Senior Henry 
Stauber gave Hopkins an 
18-5 lead by way of techni- 
cal fall. Crystal was then 
able to clinch the match for 
the Blue Jays with a 10-2 ma- 
jor decision over Jack Walsh. 
Crystal's victory is his tenth 
in his last 11 matches. 

The pair of victories im- 
proved the Jays’ record to 
9-5 overall and 6-1 in the 
Centennial Conference. Be- 
wak noted the importance 
of these two conference vic- 
tories. “They were big (victo- 
ries) because with a win this 
Wednesday we will clinch 
2nd place in the conference 
as a team and this will be 
our first season with 10 team 
wins,” he said. 

Bewak also said that the 
team needs to make some 
improvements in order to | 
be successful in the post- 
season. “We need to work | 
on starting the matches off | 
as aggressive as we finish | 
them, we typically have 
slow starts in individual 
matches and. sometimes we - 
get to far behind to catch up | 
later on,” he said. 

Bewak’s two victories | 
push his career win total 
to 92 and move him into a 
tie for second most all time 
in Hopkins history. Tyler 
Schmidt, who wrestled for 
the Jays from 2005-2009, 
previously held sole pos- 
session of second place. Al- 
though Bewak has already 
shown great success in his 
first two and a half sea- 
sons as a Blue Jay, he con- 
tinues to set his sights on 
greater accomplishments. 
“IT would like to become a 
two-time NCAA champion 
as well as go undefeated 
next season,” Bewak said. 
The Blue Jays will wrap up 
league play on Wednesday 
when the McDaniel Green 
Terror come to Homewood. 
This match will be critical | 
if the Blue Jays would like 
to improve their standing 
in the Centennial Confer- 
ence before the postseason” 
commences. As they look 
to continue to dominate 
in conference play, the 
mighty Jays look to carry 
their momentum into their 
matchup against the Green 
Terror. 


By GAURAV VERMA 
Stall W riter 


On Feb. 7, the Hopkins 
men and women’s track 
teams travelled up north 
to Boston to compete in 
the University 
Valentine Invitational. It 
was a record setting day 
for both squads, as both 


Boston 


teams set numerous sea- 
son, personal and school 
For the 
Trevor 


records. 
sophomore 


men, 
Hol- 
mgren set the school re- 
cord in the 800 meter with 
a time of 1:53.04, breaking 
the record set by team- 
mate senior Andrew Car- 
ey in the Bison Open at 
Bucknell just over a week 
before. The two runners 
now rank in the top five 
nationally in the event, 
and the top two in school 
history. 
Sophomore 
Ochstein the Hop- 
kins record in the 5000 
meter race with a time 
of 14:42.46, vaulting him 
into the top-15 nation- 
ally. Freshman Stefan Ar- 
nold came close to setting 
the school record in the 
indoor 3000 meter race 
with a time of 8:36.87, 
Arnold did, however, set 
the school record for a 
freshman. Carey moved 
into the top-20 nationally 


Schaffer 
set 
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al BU aids big day for Hopkins 


in the mile with a time 
of 4:12.36, and freshman 
Andrew Bartnett tied his 
personal record in the 
pole vault by clearing a 
jump of 4.65 meters, just 
shy of the school indoor 
record of 4.67 meters. 


For the women, sopho- 
Megan 


more McDonald 


seconds, set just one week 
ago. 

In the 800, Shelton set 
a personal record for the 
second week in a row, fin- 
ishing in 2:11.41, good to 
retain the top position na- 
tionally in the event. Fresh- 
man Tess Meehan set the 
team season record in the 


A 
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Hopkins records in the 800 m, 400 m and 4x400 relay were set at BU. 


now sits atop the school 
record book in the 400 me- 
ter run witha time of 57.34. 
McDonald was also a part 
of the record-breaking 
4X400 relay team, which 
included sophomore Em- 
ily Nordquist, junior In- 
grid Johnson and senior 
Maggie Shelton. The four 
turned in a time of 3:55.43, 
which easily broke the 
previous record by eight 


mile, with a time of 5:02.33. 
Lastly, junior Frances Loeb 
set a career-best in the 5000 
with a time of 17:08, which 
was also good for the team 
season record. 

Holmgren attributed his 
record-breaking success in 
the meet to the senior lead- 
ership on the team. “For 
me (being) from the west 
coast, indoor racing is still 
a little unfamiliar, but lam 


honored to work with and 
learn from more experi- 
enced team members like 
Andrew Carey,” Holmgren 
said. “I can hardly wait to 
see what new record he 
is breaking and I am just 
thrilled if I can stay not too 
far behind.” 

Carey stated that the 
success was also due to 
the fast track and deep 
competition at the meet. 
“BU is a super fast track 
and the competition there 
is pretty deep," he re- 
marked. "It's a lot easier 
to run fast when the other 
people in your heat are 
running, fast too.” 

Holmgren commented 
on the team’s goals mov- 
ing forward. “The team 
has had a great indoor 
season so far and we are 
committed to working 
hard so that we have more 
chances to improve our 
records at the Centennial 
Conference and beyond,” 
he said. 

Both teams next compete 
at the Keogh Invitational at 
Haverford on Feb. 22,with 
Centennial Conference 
Championships also taking 
place at Haverford a week 
later. We wish both teams 
luck as they wrap up their 
indoor season and transi- 
tion into the outdoor portion 
of their season. 


M. Basketball holds off Swarthmore rally 


By JASON PLUSH 
Sports Editor 


In what was sure to be 
one of the most competi- 
tive games of the season, 
the Hopkins men’s basket- 
ball team welcomed the 
Swarthmore Garnet into 
Goldfarb Gym on Saturday 
afternoon, as the two teams 
got ready to face off for the 
second time this season. In 


| the first matchup between 


these Cen- 
tennial 
Confer- 
ence rivals 
earlier in 
January, 
the — Jays 
cruised 
to an im- 
pressive 
76-47 rout 
of Swarth- 
more in 
front of 
the = Gar- 
net’s home 
crowd. 
However, 
the sec- 
ond time 
around 
proved to be a much tough- 
er test for the Blue Jays, as 
they were able to slip past 


the resilient Swarthmore 


squad for a 60-53 win. Hop- 
kins improved to 13-8 on 
the season with a record of 
10-4 in conference play. As 
a result of this critical win, 
the Blue Jays maintained 


‘third place in the Centen- 


nial Conference standings. 
The game got off to a 
slow start for both teams. 


After consistently trading 
baskets for the first eight 
minutes, Hopkins finally 
found some rhythm in the 
offensive end of the court. 
After a dart three-pointer 
by sophomore Gene Wil- 
liams, the Jays stretched 
their lead to 11 points with 
just under 10 minutes to 
go in the first half. The 
lead continued to increase 
throughout the rest of the 
first half as Hopkins took 


a 34-19 lead into the locker 
room, feeling very confi- 
dent about their success in 
the first half. 

The beginning of the 
second half was a complete 
reversal of the first half for 
the Blue Jays as the Garnet 
came out firing on all cyl- 
inders to start off the sec- 
ond stanza. Swarthmore 
dominated the first seven 
minutes of the half, scor- 
ing 15 straight points to 


LEON SANTHAKUMAR/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Hopkins surrendered a 34-19 half-time lead to Swarthmore before pulling out the victory. 


cut the Blue Jay lead to one 
point. After controlling the 
pace of the game on both 
sides of the ball, the Blue 
Jays were forced to burn a 
timeout and reassess their 
defensive strategy. Com- 
ing back from the timeout, 
sophomore Niko Kotoulas 
reignited the energy of the 
Hopkins squad by scor- 
ing their first points of the: 
second half on a beautiful 
layup to extend the lead 


to three. After this critical 
basket, the Jays went on an 
inspired 13-3 run led by 
senior Daniel Corbett and 
junior George Bugarinovic, 
who combined for nine of 
the points during the run. 
Having regained their 
double digit lead once 
again, the Jays were able to 
maintain a sizable lead for 
the next few minutes of play 
as the Garnet simply could 
not stop the Hopkins of- 


fense, which had regained 
its stride after struggling 
in the beginning of the 
half. With nine and a half 
minutes remaining on the 
clock, the Jays maintained 
a steady 11-point advan- 
tage. However, the Garnet 
came storming back scor- 
ing seven points to cut the 
lead back down to four. 
Once again, «it was: 
Kotoulas who brought life 
back into Goldfarb, as he 
was fouled while making 
a great layup. After con- 
verting from the stripe, 
Kotoulas and the Jays held 
a seven point lead. For the 
remainder of the game, the 
two teams traded baskets. 
Juniors Jimmy Hammer 
and Omar Randall made 
critical free throws after be- 
ing fouled in the final two 
minutes of the game. The 
game ended in favor of the 
Blue Jays, 60-53, to bring 
them into double digits for 
wins in Centennial Con- 
ference play. The Jays now 
hold a three game win- 
ning streak after facing the 
toughest part of the sched- 
ule throughout January. 
Kotoulas was the most 
valuable player of the game 
for the Jays, as he provided 
consistent, critical offense 
when the team was strug- 
gling to score. The sopho- 
more guard finished the 
game with 14 points, con- 
verting six of his eight field 
goals and grabbed four re- 
bounds on the day for the 
Jays. Corbett finished the 
game with nine points and 
two assists but played an 
even more crucial role on 
defense, as he intercepted 
five passes for steals. Soph- 
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USTFCCCA Women’s Poll 
1. Wartburg 

2. CW-La Crosse 

3. MIT 

4, UW-Oshkosh 

5. UW-Whitewater 

6. Williams 

7. St. Thomas (Minn.) 
8. Johns Hopkins 

9. Wheaton (Mass.) 
10. Amherst 

11. Washington (Mo.) 
12. Illinois-Wesleyan 
13. Emory 

14, UW-Stout 

15. North Central 

16. Monmouth 

17. St. Scholastica 

18. Middlebury 

19. St. Lawrence 

20. Westminster (Pa.) 
Just Missed: RPI, SUNY- 


Cortland, Baldwin-Wallace, 
Springfield (Mass.), Stevens 


Olympics 
proving a 
challenge 
lor USA 


80 1499 eee <a, 


By ERICK SUN 
Sports Editor 


The 2014 Olympics in 
Sochi looked to be, like ev- 
ery Olympics, an opportu- 
nity for the United States to 
prove their athletic prow- 
ess on the world stage. 

From the men’s ice- 
hockey team looking to 
avenge their 2010 silver 
medal against Canada, to 
Shaun White, the flamboy- 
ant snowboarding legend, 
looking to earn his third 
straight Olympic gold -in 
the halfpipe, America had 
high hopes as the Opening 
Ceremonies kicked off. 

And yet, with just under 
a week of competition be- 
hind us, the United States 
has had a tough go at it 
against a talented field. In 
the halfpipe event, where 
Shaun White was the heavy 
favorite to medal once 
again, the 27-year old rider 
finished a disappointing 
fourth behind German Iouri 
Podladtchikov and two Jap- 
anese snowboarders. 

Elsewhere on the snow, 
American mogul _ skier 
Hannah Kearney earned a 
bronze medal, which, for 
most, would have been an 
accomplishment to boast 
of. However, like White, 


omore Gene Williams was 
the only other Blue Jay to 
hit double figures, as he 
scored 10 points to fuel the 
Jays offense. 

This is a critical time of 
the season for the team as 
they head towards Cen- 
tennial Conference play- 
offs. The Blue Jays will 
look to keep their win- 
ning streak in tact over the 
weekend when they face 
off against Dickinson for 
the second time this sea- 
son. The mighty Jays will 
be looking to avenge their 
loss against the Red Dev- 
ils back in mid-January 
where Hopkins lost by 10 
points. The game is set to 
start at 1 p.m. in Goldfarb 
Gym on Saturday. As the 
Blue Jays head towards 
the last stretch of games | 
in their season, they will | | 
_ look to gain some gate 
- tum and maintain their 

winning ways heading | 
J into playottseason, 
AT ek ae 


Kearney had been the 
heavy favorite after win- 
ning gold in the moguls in 
2010. Yet a costly mistake in 
the medal round allowed 
Canadian Justine Dufour- 
Lapointe to earn gold. 

And yet it has not been 
all disappointment for the 
red, white and blue. In the 
first day of competition, 
Sage Kotsenburg won the 
first ever gold in men’s 
slopestyle after pulling — 
off a 1620 Japan Air Mute ~ 
Grab, a trick he had never ~ 
attempted before. And — 
fellow American slope- 
style snowboarder Jamie — 
Anderson took home gold 


in the event for the wom- 
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Women’s fencing captured their f 
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ifth straight EWFC Championship. 


Women’s Fencing goes 
6-(), Men finish 2-3 


Lady Jays epee goes undefeated 


By RACHEL COOK 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins women’s 
fencing team went unde- 
feated at the 2014 Eastern 
Women’s Fencing Confer- 
ence to claim its fifth con- 
secutive title. Going 6-0 on 
the day, the Blue Jays are 
now 16-7 and are also fin- 
ished with the dual-meet 
portion of their season. 
With a 45-6 record through 
six matches, Hopkins won 
its fourth strait Foil title. 

Opening the day against 

~ the host Hunter College, 
the Blue Jays went 25-2 
with senior Jackie Heath, 


“junior Ilana Regenbogen 


“and sophomore Ashley 
Lau combining for nine 
wins. Also going 9-0 were 
senior Liz Caris and fresh- 
men Katherine Couch and 
Rachel Jandak in the Epee. 
In the Sabre, junior Rachel 
Kalina and sophomore Isa- 
bella So won three bouts 
apiece pushing Hopkins to 
a 7-2 victory. In the second 
round, Hopkins went com- 
pletely undefeated with a 
27-0 win over Yeshiva. 

In round three, Hopkins 
defeated Drew with a score 
of 24-3. Heath led the Blue 
Jays in the Foil, winning all 
three of her bouts. Also as- 
sisting in the Foil was Lau 
and Regenbogen, who each 
won a pair in the 7-2 win. A 
shutout in the Epee was led 
by Green and Caris while 
Kalina and So combined 
for six wins in an 8-1 win 
in the Sabre. 

Hopkins would then 
follow with an 18-9 vic- 
tory over the City College 
of New York, while win- 
ning the Foil and Epee. So 
would have three wins in 
the Sabre, however, CCNY 
would claim the Sabre by a 
close 5-4 score. 

Hopkins took a close 15- 
12 decision over Haverford 
despite winning only the 
Foil. Viqueira won all three 
of her bouts while getting 
two each from Heath and 
Lau in a 7-2 win in the Foil 
for the Blue Jays. 

Heath, who went 13-1 
on the day and 54-17 on 
the season, led the Foil 
squad. Viqueira followed 
behind with 11 wins in 12 
bouts to improve to 44-14 
on the season while also 
earning her 100th career 
win. Leading the Epee 

squad was Jandak, who 
went 11-1 on the day and 
now holds a season record 
of 28-8. Leading the Sabre 
squad was So who went 
undefeated on the day 


- with an 18-0 record and 


42-19 on the season. 

The Hopkins men’s 
fencing team went 2-3 
overall this past weekend - 


~ at the Duke Invitational. 


Leading the team on Satur- 
day was sophomore Glenn 


Balbus who won a team- 


best 13 bouts. Balbus’ per- 
formance helped guide the 
Blue Jays to a 19-8 victory 
over MIT and a 17-10 vic- 
tory over Air Force. Unfor- 
tunately, Hopkins suffered 
losses to Brandeis (18-9), 
North Carolina (18-9) and 
to 10th-ranked Duke (18-9). 
Hopkins is now 12-9 on the 
season. 

Starting the day off 
against Brandeis, the Blue 
Jays would lose all three 
weapons by a score of 6-3. 
Sophomore Mark Zimmer- 
mann led Hopkins in the 
Epee with a pair of wins 
with Balbus: doing: the 
same in the Foil and junior 
Aravind Menon also doing 
so in the Sabre. 

The Blue Jays then took 
on the Air Force Academy, 
sweeping all three weap- 
ons. Zimmermann and se- 
nior Jay DeYoung together 
totaled four wins, while 
DeYoung came through 


with the clutch win in the | 


eighth bout of the Epee. 


In the Foil, Balbus pro- | 


vided three wins, giving 
Hopkins an easy 7-2 win. 
In the Sabre, winning two 
bouts each were junior 
Paul Vitale and freshman 
Patrick Rose, with Rose 
clinching the win in the 
eighth bout. 

In the next round, Hop- 
kins picked up their sec- 
ond straight win by defeat- 
ing the Engineers of MIT. 
Counteracting a 5-4 loss in 
the Epee, was a 7-2 win in 
the Sabre and an 8-1 win in 
the Foil. Leading the Foil 
was senior Evan Stafford 
who won all three of his 
bouts. In the Sabre, Menon, 
Rose and freshman Daniel 
Dembner combined for six 
wins in the Blue Jays vic- 
tory. 

The following round 
would see North Carolina 
stopping the Blue Jays win 
streak. The Tar Heels swept 
all three weapons allowing 
only one win apiece from 
DeYoung, sophomore Brent 
Schottenfeld and freshman 
Dylan Etzel in a 6-3 loss 
in the Epee. Combining in 
four wins in the 4-5 loss 
were Balbus and Stafford, 
while Rose won a pair in 
the 2-7 loss in the Sabre. 

Ending the day against 
the host Duke, the Blue Jays 
were able to grab a 6-3 win 


in the Foil with the help — 


of Balbus, who won three 
bouts, and junior Robert 
Goldhirsch, who earned a 
pair of wins. Zimmermann 
provided the only win in 
the 1-8 loss in the Epee 
for Hopkins while Menon 
earned two wins for the 
Blue Jays in the 2-7 loss in 
the Sabre. 

Both teams return to 


_action on 2/16: the women 


at the EWFC Individual 
Championship and _ the 
men at the NJIT Invita- 
tional. 


SPORTS 


ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


MEGAN MCDONALD - WOMEN'S TRACK 


By STEVEN HYLAND 
Staff Writer 


The Boston University 
Valentine Invitational, 
which runs every Febru- 
ary on one of the quick- 
est indoor tracks in the 
country, always produces 
some of the fastest times 
in the nation year after 
year. This past weekend, 
the Hopkins track and 
field team certainly used 
the track to their advan- 
tage when they shattered 
eight school records dur- 
ing the meet. 

On Monday, sopho- 
more Megan McDonald 
was named the Centen- 
nial Conference women’s 
track athlete of the week 
after she set the Hopkins 
record in the 400 meter 
run (57.34) and as a part 
of the women’s 4x400 re- 
lay team (3:55.43) at the BU 
Valentine Invitational last 
Friday. Capping off her 
already impressive week- 
end, McDonald ran as part 
of the DMR on Saturday 
(11:58.38) with a blistering 
400 leg (56.4). For her per- 
formances 


have a bunch of hard races 
ahead of me, but usually if 
I just focus on one ata time 
and if I don’t stress about 
[my races] I can succeed in 
all of them. Being on relays 
makes it more manageable 
too because we help moti- 
vate each other even when 
we are all exhausted. 


N-L: Your open 400 time 
of 57.34 broke the overall 
school record in the event. 
How did it feel coming off 
the track knowing you had 
broken your own record 
this early in the season? 

MM: It honestly didn’t 
feel that fast at all because 
I. got boxed in a little to- 
wards the last 100 so | 
didn’t think I had even run 
a faster time than I did last 
week. Then I stepped off 
the track and saw that Em- 
ily [Nordquist] looked real- 
ly happy so I looked at the 
screen with the times and 
was pretty much shocked. 
It was really exciting to PR 
by so much so early in the 
season. 


N-L: Statistically speak- 


ing, you 

last week- own school 
end, The records in 
News-Let- the 400m 
ter would VITAL dash, 400m 
proudly STATISTICS hurdles, in- 
like to an- door 4x400 
nou nc © || Name: Megan McDonald and as a 
Megan as : part of the 
our selec- Year: Sophomore indoor and 
tion for || Height: 5’ 5” outdoor 
Athlete of |} Position: Sprint/Hurdles Distance 
the Week. Major: Biomedical Medley Re- 
Engineering lay. That's 

< Th © 1 Hometown: Arden, NC ate ae 
ews-Letter: 2 impressive 
Was are || High School: TC Roberson} -éciimé for 
coming off a a sopho- 
huge week- more! How 
end at the have you 


BU Valentine Invitational, 
having run three outstand- 
ing races in 24 hours. What 
mindset do you take into 
multiple day meets in order 
to produce several outstand- 
ing races? 

Megan McDonald: I just 
try to take it one race at a 
time. It’s easy to get over- 
whelmed knowing that I 


been able to improve your- 
self as a runner since be- 
coming a member of the 
team last year? 

MM: I’vé never really 
realized how many school 
records I have to be hon- 
est. . .I just take it all in 
stride and am just grate- 
ful to be part of such an 
incredible team. It’s a lot 


more fun now as a sopho- 
more since I know every- 
one on the team a lot bet- 
ter and have a lot more 


confidence in my ability 
to do well. 


N-L: Adding to your 
athletic achievements, you 
are also a Biomedical Engi- 
neer at Hopkins! How have 
you been able to balance 
running and schoolwork 
in order to succeed in two 
extremely competitive en- 
vironments? 

MM: It’s definitely 
tough sometimes to bal- 
ance the ridiculous work- 
load here and dedicating 
so much time to track, but 
it just takes a lot of think 
ing ahead and dedication. I 
manage to make it work for 
the most part. Some weeks 
are definitely harder than 
others, but I can’t imagine 
being a student here with- 
out being an athlete too. 


N-L: Last year -you.be~ 
came a Division III All- 
American as part the DMR. 
Right now, you are ranked 
first in the DMR, seventh 
in the 4x4 and ninth in the 


COURTESTY OF MEGAN MCDONALD 
McDonald (right) as CC Outstanding Performer in 2013. 


open 400. What are your 
goals for the coming post- 
season? 

MM: I’m usually pretty 
level head- 
ed even at 
big races. 
| get more 
nervous at 
more com- 
petitive 
meets, but I 
usually try 
to channel 
that into be- 
ing excited 
about  rac- 
ing instead 
of getting 
too nervous 
in a nega- 
tive way. 


N-L: The 
women's 
indoor 
and out- 
door track 
and field 
team _ has 
won seven 
straight 
conference 
titles since 
2010. What's it like being a 
part of such a winning cul- 
ture? What are your expec- 
tations for conferences this 
season? 

MM: We have an in- 
credible team this year so it 
should be really fun to go 
out this year and continue 
to try and win and score in 
as many events as possible. 
The atmosphere is always 
really fun at conferences, 
so I'm looking forward to 
[that meet]. 


The Hopkins women’s 
track and field team will 
return to the track on Feb. 
22 at the Keogh Invitational 
hosted by Haverford. The 
Centennial Conference 
Championship begins on 
Feb. 28, and the Division 
Ill National Championship 
begins on March 14 at the 
University of Nebraska: Me= 
Donald and the entire team 
look poised, confident and 
very prepared heading into 
the playoff stretch of their 
season. 


Benn pushes Hopkins past no. 9 Ohio State 


By ZACH ZILBER 
Staff Writer 


Amid chants of “D- 
Fense!” from the roughly 
1,400 in. attendance, the 
ball went soaring into the 
air. 
With 3:30 left in the 
third overtime, Ohio 
State coughed up a game- 
changing turnover. Cheers 
erupted from the stands as 
Hopkins called a timeout 
15 seconds later. 

When. play resumed, 
sophomore midfielder 
Holden Cattoni found 
himself with the ball at the 
top of the box. He dished 
it out to last year’s leading 
goal scorer, senior attack- 
man Brandon Benn and the 
Buckeyes’ fate was sealed. 

Benn faked to his left, 
cut to his right and fired 


a laser past the helpless’ 


goalie. Game over. 10-9, 
Hopkins. ; 

Benn, whose second 
goal capped a triple over- 
time thriller, shot a team- 
high 10 times but did not 
let his mistakes prevent 
him from putting the ball 
in the back of the net. 

“In my four years I’ve 
been taught not to worry 
about the previous play 
because I didn’t shoot the 
ball well today at all,” Benn 
said. “I just decided to 
dodge the guy and shoot, 
and I guess I got a good 
result.” 

Benn was one of eight 
different Hopkins players 
to score on the day as the 
Blue Jays showcased the 
much anticipated new-look 
offense. 

The game began with a 
quick Ohio State goal just 
over one minute into the 
game before sophomore 
attackman Ryan Brown 
responded seven minutes 


later. The Buckeyes would 
tack on a second goal be- 
fore the end of the first 
quarter. 

Sophomore midfielder 
Connor Reed began the 
second quarter with his 
first career goal and tied 
the game at two. As Hop- 
kins players bounced 
on the sideline and fans 
cheered in the stands, 
there was a very noticeable 
shift in momentum before 
the Blue Jays erupted in the 
third quarter. 

“We just wanted to put 
it all out on the table and 
show what we've been 
working on all year,” ju- 
nior attackman Wells Stan- 
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After the teams traded 
goals, Benn scored his first 
of the day to put Hopkins 
up 7-4 and extended his goal 
streak to 17 games. After a 
Buckeye goal, a diving Stan- 
wick scored his first of the 
day on an assist from Benn, 
who matched his assist total 
from all of last year on the 
play. 

Hopkins would exit the 
third quarter with an 8-5 
lead, as the Blue Jays out- 
shot the Buckeyes a ridicu- 
lous 34 shots to 18 shots. 
The game, however, was 
far from over. 

The fourth quarter be- 
gan with the teams swap- 


ping goals before the de- 


Defense helps to capture the first win of the season for the Blue Jays. 


wick said of the offensive 
explosion. 

The second half began 
with a goal from senior 
captain Rob Guida and just 
a minute later, freshman 
attackman John Crawley 
scored his first career goal to 
put Hopkins up two. After 
a 25 minute drought, Ohio 
State punched in a goal of 
their own. Cattoni respond- 
ed one minute later with a 
goal of his own on an assist 
from Stanwick, who assist- 
ed each of the five Hopkins 
goals and matched his ca- 
reer high in the statistic. 


fense collapsed. In a span 
of 3:45, the Buckeyes scored 
three goals to tie the game 
with 3:07 remaining. In that 
span, Buckeye midfielder 
Jesse King scored his fourth 
and fifth goals of the game. 
Head Coach Dave Pietra- 
mala acknowledged __ the 
exceptional performance 
from the Buckeye junior. 

“We spent an awful lot 
of time talking about him,” 
Pietramala said. 

After a remarkable save 
from senior goalie Eric 
Schneider, Brown had his 
third goal of the day tak- 


, . 


en back after the referees 
ruled he was in the crease. 
The game would go into 
overtime. 

As the fans were scream- 
ing, “Let’s go Hop!” at the 
top of their lungs, junior 
midfielder Drew Kennedy 
won the overtime faceoff. A 
Stanwick turnover two min- 
utes later gave Ohio State an 
opportunity. The Buckeye 
offense fired three times in 
succession, but Schneider 
kept the game alive, saving 
a dart shot by King. 

An Ohio State turnover 
at the start of the second 
overtime gave the Blue Jays 
hope, but Benn’s shot went 
wide. Hopkins then turned 
the ball over and with 30 
seconds remaining, senior 
defenseman Jack Reilly got 
called for slashing, putting 
Ohio State up one man. An- 
other save from Schneider 
ensured Hopkins would 
play in just its second triple 
overtime game in the pro- 
gram’s history. 

Though the Buckeyes 
began a man up, the turn- 
over at 3:30 would prove 
to be fatal. Hopkins would 
go on to win the game 10-9 
on Benn’s game-winning, 
triple overtime goal. 

Though the Blue Jays 
won 19 of the game's 24 
face-offs, they lost 20 turn- 
overs to Ohio State’s 14. 
Pietramala was adamant 
in pointing out the team’s 
need to “clean up” its play. _ 

“Fortunate win with 20 
‘turnvoers, that’s for sure,” 

_Pietramala said. “That's for — 
sure.” 

The Blue Jays improve 
to 5-0 all time against Ohio 
State and 20-10 in overtime 
games under Pietramala. 
They will now turn their 
attention to Towson, who 
will visit Homewood Field 
this Saturday at 4 p.m. 
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CALENDAR 


SATURDAY 
M. Basketball vs. Dickinson, 1 p.m. 
M. Lacrosse vs. Towson, 4 p.m. 


— ‘Tne Jouns Horkins News-Lerrer 


Dip You 
Know? 


Last Sunday’s lacrosse game 
against Ohio State was the 
second longest game in the 
program's history. The only 


WEDNESDAY 
W. Basketball vs. McDaniel, 6 p.m. 


game longer occured 
against Virginia. 


in 2001 


~ B11 for full coverage. 


Wrestling: 
4-] in Centennial 


Against two nationally 
ranked opponents in the 
Centennial Conference, the 
Blue Jays wrestling team 
held their own in earning 
a split against Stevens and 
Ursinus. Page B10 
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Athlete of the Week: 
Megan McDonald 


The sophomore set school 
records in both the 400-me- 
ter run and the 4x400 relay. 
She was also recognized as 
the Centennial Conference 
women’s track athlete of the 
week. Page B11 


= 


Men’s Lacrosse: 
Season Preview 


After a disappointing 
2013 season, the men’s la- 
crosse team looks to return 
to prominence with a new 
offense, changing defense 
and a schedule packed with 
top competition. Page B10 


HOPKINSSPORTS.COM 
‘The men’s lacrosse team got their season started on the right foot by knocking off ninth ranked 


Ohio State. The game was filled with offense, but it was Hopkins’ defense that shined in the third 
overtime to allow senior attackman Brandon Benn to net the game winning 


goal. Please see Page 


Blue Jays swimmers 
qualify for nationals 


By SCOTT SHEEHAN 
Staff Writer 


Two weeks ago, the men’s 
and women’s swim teams 
capped off their dominant 
regular seasons with a win 
against Mary Washington. 
The women’s team finished 
with a 6-2 record, and the 
men ended with a 7-1 re- 
cord. This past weekend, 
the teams went to Virginia 
Tech for one last meet before 
conferences begin. Hopkins 
was up against some tough 
D1 competition, but they 
were able to stay up front 
with the rest of the competi- 
tion the way they had done 
all season. 

“Coach loves watching 
us go fast,” senior David 
Woodford, who qualified 
for nationals this week- 
end in the 100 back and fly, 


| said. “I do believe he likes 
| to schedule the toughest 


McCullagh scores career-high 19 


By ALEX PICANO 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins women’s 
basketball'team dominated 
against Bryn Mawr on Sat- 
urday afternoon, finish- 


ing with ago. We 
a score of had two 
83-24 and really bad | 
improving losses, and 
their _re- I think 
cord to 15- that we 
6. This was have done | 
the high- a___ really 
est point good job 
total of the of learn- 
season for ing from 
the Lady the losses 
Jays, as ev- ands us- 
ery player ing them 
scored at in our fa- 
least two vor rather 
points in than al- 
the game. It LEON SANTHAKUMAR/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR lowing 
was with- Junior Ciara McCullagh scores a career-high 19 points against Bryn Mawr them to | 
out a doubt tear us 
one of the down. Our 
most dominant perfor- chemistry and the group team is working on start 


mances that the team has 
had all season long. 

Hopkins took an early 
lead by going on a 13-0 
run and never looked back. 
The Lady Jays stayed ahead 
for the rest of the day. Ju- 
nior Jessica Brown put ina 
very strong performance, 
finishing the game with a 
personal season-high of 10 
points. 

She commented on the 
success of the team this 
year. “As a team, we are 
working really hard to- 
gether to prepare for the 
last few games of our regu- 
lar season so we can finish 
out strong and carry that 
momentum into playoffs,” 
Brown said. 

Freshman Caroline 
Corcoran also posted her 
career-high score with 
nine points in the game. 
She echoed Brown’s senti- 
ments. “It was great getting 
’ another conference win. It 
was an all-around team ef- 
fort,’ Corcoran said. “I was 


happy to be able to contrib- _ 


ute towards the team win. 
We are looking to | 


the season on a strong note ' e 
to Fonte bane o 


Sophomore Beatriz Wil- 
liams played a successful 
game as well, coming back 
from a concussion from 
earlier on in the season. “I 
was really excited for this 
season because of the team 


of girls that we have. It’s 
exciting to be on a team 
with your best friends and 
I feel like I have that here,” 
she said. 

Williams also comment- 
ed on her motivation to 
come back strong after her 
injury. “Early on this year, | 
was extremely eager to play 
with everyone, having been 


injured last year and miss-_ 


ing half of my season. Not 
being able to play pumped 
me up and pushed me to 
work even harder this sum- 
mer so I could come back 
ready to go from my sur- 
gery,” Williams said. “Un- 


fortunately I received an el- 


bow to the head that caused 
me to miss out on 10 games 
due to a concussion, but 
I'm finally back and really 
excited to be back out there 
on the court with the team. I 
feel like I have a lot of catch- 
ing up to do but I am mo- 
tivated to work hard to be 
ready in time for playoffs.” 
It was a significant game 
for Bryn Mawr senior Nico- 
Jette Parmese, as she became 
school's all-time leading 


“We have three games 
left in the season and we 
have been doing really 
well,” sophomore’ guard 
Liz Tommasi said. “Our 
season started off unde- 
feated up until two weeks 


ing, staying, and finish- 
ing strong every game. We 
are working on being the 
number one team in the 
conference and are looking 
forward to the Centennial 
Conference playoffs.” 
Junior Ciara McCullagh 
also finished with a ca- 
reer-high 19 points, which 
makes three girls who 
scored their career highs in 
this game. McCullagh was 
excited about the recent 
success of the Lady Jays. 
“This week was a great 
week to get back on track, 
to refocus and to continue 
to keep our eyes set on the 
Centennial | Conference 
Championship,” she said. 


“All the girls are coming to 


practice everyday, getting 
better and preparing for a 
tough competition in the 
next week.” 
The Blue Jays will re- 
turn to the court when they 
travel to face Gettysburg 
on Wednesday, Feb. 12. The 
last time these two teams 
met, Hopkins won in a 
close 69-59 game. The Lady 
Jays look to gain another 
conference win as they 


‘Messiah wins quickly. fol- 


Wrestling’ 
tops two 
Centennial 
opponents 


By DAVID RAUBER 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins’ wrestling 
team traveled to Grantham, 
Pa. on Friday night to take 
on third-ranked Messiah 
in a non-conference wres- 
tling match. While the Blue 
Jays fell at the hands of the | 
undefeated Eagles by a 
score of 33-9, two Jays were 
able to come away from 
their matches victorious. 
Senior Duncan Crystal 
beat Greg Kabakjian, 4-2, 
in the 149-pound weight 
class, while freshman Jor- 
dan Forman was able to 
pin Jeremy Bailes in the 
174-pound weight class. 
Forman’s pin brought the 
Blue Jays within 11 points 
of the Eagles, but three 


lowed Forman's excellent 
performance, putting the 
match out of reach for the 
Jays. 

The Blue Jays were able 
to quickly bounce back 
from the tough loss to Mes- 
siah, as they swept a pair of 
conference foes in Muhlen- 
berg and Merchant Marine 
Academy.on Saturday eve- 
ning. The Jays started witha 
55-0 blowout over Muhlen- 
berg winning the only two 
contested matchups, while 
taking the other eight by 
way of forfeit. Junior Paul 
Bewak defeated the Mules’ 
Jaryd Flank by a score of 
7-5 in the 125-pound weight 


class, as Crystal got the win 
over Chayoot Chengsu- 
panimit in the 149-pound 


weight class in a 12-0 major 
decision. 

In a hard fought bout 
with Merchant Marine, 


competition within the 
Virginia to New Jersey 
area. Going into Virginia 
Tech wasn’t much different 
than any other meet. They 
are swimmers just aS we 
are, and they are going to 
be fast and we have to try 
our hardest to be faster. 
As it can be seen by the re- 
sults, we were right there 


| with the other teams so I 
| feel we accomplished our 
| goals and then some.” 


Woodford got the team 
off to a great start on Satur- 
day, qualifying for nation- 


als in two events. Heswam — 


a 51.00 in the prelims of 
the 100 back, which was a 
career best and qualified 
him for nationals in the 
event. Later that day he 
won the 100 fly in 49.91 for 
his second career best and 
national qualifying time 
of the day, allowing him to 
achieve his meet goals. 

“Personally, going into 
the Virginia Tech meet, my 
goals were to qualify for the 
100 back and 100 fly,” Wood- 
ford said. “Those were the 
only events I swam, and 
I was able to do what I set 
out to do. What is also spe- 
cial about those swims is it 
only takes one good swim 
at a meet to inspire others 
to go fast, and I like to think 
I helped others go fast by 
leading by example.” 

This proved to be the 
case as the next day four 
swimmers on the men’s 
team qualified for nation- 
als, including three fresh- 
men. Freshman Scott Ster- 
rett led the team in the 200 
breast finishing in second 
place, just ahead of his 
teammate, freshman Bryan 
Pon. Sterrett swam a sea- 
son best and NCAA provi- 
sional time of 2:05.35. 

After Sterrett qualified 
in the 200 breast, fresh- 
men Patrick Flynn and 
Josh Hughes and sopho- 
more Michael McGoldrick 
all followed with NCAA 
provisional times. Flynn 


took second in the 200 back 
in a time of 1:50.66 while 
McGoldrick and Hughes 
went three-four in the 1650 
free with times of 15:58.10 
and 16:02.45, respectively, 
Freshman Connor Johnson 
also turned in a strong per- 
formance winning the 200 
IM by more than two sec- 
onds in 1:54.66. 

The women’s team 
turned in many career 
best and NCAA qualify- 
ing times as well. On day 
one of the meet, freshman 
Ariana Waitkavicz posted 
provisional time in the 100 
back finishing fourth in 
the A final in a career best 
of 57.80. Freshman Hel- 
ena Arose and senior Katie 
Rownd had a solid day as 
well finishing two-three in 
the 400 IM with times of 
4:47.80 and 4:50.02, which 
was a season best for 
Rownd. They followed this 
with the 100 breast where 
Arose placed seventh in a 
stacked A final with a time 
of 1:10.01. Rownd won the 
B final with another career 
best time of 1:11.65. 

Day two got off to a 
great start with freshman 
Sarah Westley winning the 
B final of the 100 free in 
54.67 and sophomore Me- 
gan Auzenbergs finishing 
third in 55.95. Arose and 
Rownd continued their 
success from day one, fin- 
ishing fifth and eighth on 
the 200 breast with times of 


tively. Waitkavicz had an- 
other provisional time in 
her prelim of the 200 back, 
finishing in 2:05.18. She 
grabbed sixth in the finals 
and later placed fifth in 
the 200 IM in 2:15.93 after 
swimming a season best of 
2:12.66 in the prelim. 

The team has a lot to be 
pleased with this weekend 
and should have a strong 
momentum bringing them 
into the Bluegrass Moun- 
tain. Conference Champi- 
onships this week. Wood- 
ford said that the goal 
going into this week's meet 
is to continue to qualify 
more people for nationals 
but, more importantly, to 
continue to have fun. 

“Going into conferences 
we want to keep the trend 
going of getting as many 
people to qualify for na- 
tionals as possible,” Wood- 
ford said. “For some other 
swimmers who went to 
Virginia Tech but did not 
go as fast as they would 
have liked, conferences is 
their last chance to make 
nationals. More than that 
though we want everyone 
to have fun. You can be the 
world's greatest athlete but 
if you don't like what you're 
doing then you won't do 
your best. This part of the 
season is a culmination of 
hard work, teamwork and 
doing what we love. This is 
where we race.” 
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